
Finance Committee 

Proposed Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) supplement on 
additional residential homes 

Submission from Paul Matthews 

 

I am a solicitor living in the Dumfries and Galloway area.  

I have been involved in property sales and purchases for 28 years. 

I act for numerous private landlords and tenants. 

I am secretary to the Dumfries and Galloway solicitors property centre. 

I have considerable knowledge of the property market in the region. 

The proposed supplement will be bad for this region. I say this with reference to the 
following facts: 

- 1/ the property market in south west Scotland is weak. It is not enjoying the 
recovery seen in other geographic areas. We need to encourage purchasers. 

- 2/ the private rental sector accounts for over 13,000 homes in the area. There 
is an unmet need for housing. Any reduction in the number of homes available 
to rent will have an adverse effect on families needing their own homes. 

- 3/ our population is ageing. We have the highest average age per head of 
population in the UK. 

Many of our residents seek at some point to downsize and make their larger houses 
available to younger families living in the locality. The proposal will discourage our 
elderly residents from considering a purchase with a view to then selling their larger 
homes. It can take years for a property to sell in the south west. Properties remaining 
on the market for several years are quite commonplace. 

Accordingly, in this area, I see the proposals affecting the elderly, the homeless, and 
the young families who will find it even harder to sell their starter homes to move up 
the property ladder. 

In short “one size does not fit all“. This proposal will not work in the southwest. It will 
impact upon us adversely. 

Please ask local solicitors, surveyors, estate agents, the local authority (Alan 
Glendinning) the D&GSPC, the Elderly Forum for confirmation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Matthews  


