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I am writing to the committee on the above subject which will affect me personally. 

I am a 66 year old Grandfather living in East Dumbartonshire, and throughout my 
working years since the age of 16 paid UK taxes. 

I have now retired and used some of my pension to purchase a New Build Holiday 
Apartment in St. Andrews for use by my Children and Grandchildren. I exchanged 
contracts with the Builder in July 2015, and the completion date will be May or June 
2015. My understanding at this moment is that I may be due to pay the supplement. 

I would ask that the Finance committee look at this supplement details and judge if 
they consider it fair that an individual who has signed a legal document to buy a 
property back in July 2015, at an agreed price, should be penalised because the 
completion of the property is not until after the 1 April. 

If I back out of this contract, I will personally lose almost £9000 and the Government 
will lose all of the LBTT. I am not a Buy to let person owning several properties but 
only my Main residence and this one Holiday Apartment being built. 

I am not against helping first time buyers and understand the need to do this, but 
surely it is only fair to give individuals who have exchanged a contract and paid a 
deposit prior to the Budget in December should not be penalised and most certainly 
given more notice than the 16 Weeks or so between the Budget and the 
implementation of any change of taxation. 

I believe the UK Government have given the rest of the UK more notice as the UK 
Budget was weeks before the Scottish Budget and that they are considering a 
Transitional Time period to make cases such as mine fairer. 

Is it also the case that Companies or Organisations with buy to let in their portfolio’s 
as a trust fund may be exempt if they have a number of properties, again is this fair 
to individuals who have only bought one second property for their own family 

Finally, this new development of apartments has a large number of Affordable 
Apartments in the same development and many of them are already occupied. Is it 
not the case that the Builder would have had to partly pay for these homes in order 
for him to be granted permission to build my Apartment and the others in the 
development? No doubt this reflected on the price that I have paid for my apartment 



and therefore I have already assisted first time buyers and others in obtaining a 
home at a reduced price or rent. 

To summarise, I do not mind assisting those less fortunate than myself but it has to 
be carried out fairly and ask you to consider the following: 

1. Individuals who have bought only one Family Holiday home or 
apartment should be exempt from the supplement 

2. Individuals who have exchanged legal contracts before the Budget date, 
but the Sale not completed until after the April 1 should be exempt from 
the supplement. 
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