
 
 

Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care) (Scotland) Bill 
 

The Scottish Parliament’s Finance Committee invites organisations and individuals 
to submit written evidence setting out their views on the financial implications of the 
Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care) (Scotland) Bill.  

The Bill 

The Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care) (Scotland) Bill (“the Bill”) was 
introduced on behalf of the Scottish Government by Shona Robison, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Sport on 4 June 2015. 

The estimated financial implications of the Bill are set out in its accompanying 
Financial Memorandum (FM). A copy of the FM can be found at page 21 of the 
Explanatory Notes. 

The Financial Memorandum 

The FM states that the Bill is divided into three parts covering distinct policy areas— 

 Part 1: Tobacco, Nicotine Vapour Products (NVPs) and Smoking;  

o Minimum age of 18 for the sale of NVPs,  

o Prohibition of sales of NVPs from vending machines, 

o The purchase of NVPs on behalf of an under 18 (“proxy purchase”), 

o Mandatory registration for the sale of NVPs, 

o Banning certain forms of domestic advertising and promotion of NVPs, 

o An age verification policy for sales of tobacco products and NVPs, 

o Banning unauthorised sales of tobacco and NVPs by under 18s, 

o A smoke-free perimeter around buildings on NHS hospital sites, 

 Part 2: Organisational Duty of Candour; and 

 Part 3: Offence of Ill Treatment and Wilful Neglect 

A table setting out the total estimated costs and savings of the Bill is provided on 
page 45 of the FM. 

How to submit evidence 
 
The Health and Sport Committee is expected to be the lead committee with 
responsibility for considering the Bill’s policy provisions. It expects to issue a 
separate call for evidence in the coming weeks. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89934.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Health%20Tobacco%20Nicotine%20etc.%20and%20Care%20Scotland%20Bill/b73s4-introd-en.pdf


The Finance Committee invites you to respond to the attached questions by Friday 
14 August 2015. All responses should be sent electronically (in MS Word - no 
confirmatory hard copy required) to finance.committee@scottish.parliament.uk. 
Written responses will be handled in accordance with the Parliament’s policy for 
handling written evidence received in response to calls for evidence. 
 
What happens next? 
 
All written evidence received will be considered and you may be invited to provide 
further information to the Committee in oral evidence. As a result of the sometimes 
tight deadlines for Parliamentary scrutiny of a Bill it is possible that any invitation to 
give evidence might be extended at relatively short notice. 
 
Should you have any queries in relation to this, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Committee clerking team on Tel: 0131 348 5451 

mailto:finance.committee@scottish.parliament.uk
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx


Finance committee questionnaire 
 
This questionnaire is being sent to those organisations that have an interest in, or 
that may be affected by, the financial implications of the Health (Tobacco, Nicotine 
etc. and Care) (Scotland) Bill. Estimates of the Bill’s financial implications are set out 
in its accompanying Financial Memorandum (FM), which can be found at page 21 of 
the Explanatory Notes. 
 
In addition to the questions below, please add any other comments you may have 
which would assist the Finance Committee’s scrutiny of the FM.     
 
Consultation 
 
1. Did you take part in any consultation exercise preceding the Bill and, if so, did 
you comment on the financial assumptions made? 
 
2. If applicable, do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions 
have been accurately reflected in the FM?  
 
3. Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise? 
 
Costs 
 
4. If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe 
that they have been accurately reflected in the FM?  If not, please provide details. 
 
5. Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM are 
reasonable and accurate? 
 
6. If applicable, are you content that your organisation can meet any financial 
costs that it might incur as a result of the Bill?  If not, how do you think these costs 
should be met? 
 
7. Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with the 
Bill’s estimated costs and with the timescales over which they would be expected to 
arise? 
 
Wider Issues 
 
8. Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures any costs associated with the 
Bill? If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom? 
 
9. Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation?  If so, is it possible to quantify these costs?   
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