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The Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers represents the self-catering sector in 

Scotland, a key sector which contributes substantially to the Scottish Tourism 

industry which is worth over £4bn to the Scottish economy, or £11bn counting 

day trips. A self-catering holiday offers visitors an authentic experience of the 

country, be it in a farm cottage or city apartment. The ASSC has 625 members 

representing over 2,500 properties throughout Scotland. The ASSC is an active 

member of the Scottish Tourism Alliance Council. 

The proposed 3% levy on the purchase of additional residential property will 

have a significantly adverse effect on the self-catering sector. The ASSC is 

concerned that the Scottish Government is to single out and penalise a valued 

part of the Scottish tourism industry. It is particularly disappointing that the 

Government intends to introduce a new tax that will result in a barrier to growth. 

The National Tourism Strategy Tourism Scotland 2020, which the Industry and 

Government supports, emphasises the importance of continued growth in the 

tourism sector as vital to the Scottish economy. 

 

Properties are defined by recent tax rules as a Furnished Holiday Let business 

if the property is available for 210 days and let for at least 15 weeks of the year. 

In addition, properties available for let for 140 days plus pay business rates, not 

Council Tax.  This clearly demonstrates that properties associate with our 

sector are businesses, and should not be classified as residential. 

 

We request that the Scottish Government considers using the thresholds of 

Furnished Holiday Lets, as defined by the tax rules, to exempt residential 

properties to be used as Furnished Holiday Lets from the proposed Land and 

Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) supplement of 3% on purchases of additional 

residential properties.   

 



We are happy to provide any additional information on value and the 

importance of the self-catering sector, or discuss how an exemption for FHL 

businesses might work in practice. 
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