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I welcomed the opportunity to provide evidence to the Committee during its consideration of 
the developments in the Eurozone and their implications for communication between the 
Scottish and UK Governments.  In addition to the comments I made during that session I 
enclose, at Annex A, the Scottish Government’s formal response to the Committee’s Report.  
 
I hope the Committee finds the response helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 

FIONA HYSLOP 
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ANNEX A 
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO EUROPEAN AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE’S 2ND REPORT, 2012 - DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EUROZONE AND THEIR 
IMPLICATIONS FOR COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE SCOTTISH AND UK 
GOVERNMENTS  
 
This annex provides the Scottish Government’s responses to the recommendations made in 
the Committee’s report. For ease of reference, the relevant text from the Committee’s report 
is repeated in bold, followed by the Scottish Government’s response. 
 
59.  Each of the witnesses expressed the view that the communication before and 
after the December 2011 European Council could be improved upon, since it is the 
view of the committee that the present arrangements did not work as well as they 
could have during this period. Indeed, the UK ministers outlined several innovations 
that could be introduced to bring this about. The Committee welcomes these new 
ministerial channels of communication. It is the intention of the Committee to review 
the working of these new channels within 12 months to ensure that they have 
addressed the various shortcomings detailed in the body of this report. 
 
Scottish Government Response:  
 
In my evidence to the Committee I highlighted the difficulties experienced prior to, and 
following the December 2011 European Council. I also noted the evidence given by the 
Minister of State for Europe and NATO, the Rt Hon David Lidington MP and the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, the Rt Hon David Mundell MP. The 
Scottish Government welcomed the UK Minister for Europe’s commitment to improve 
communications with the Scottish Government, and the other devolved administrations in 
light of these issues. I look forward to working with the Committee on their review of the new 
communications arrangements in 12 months .  
 
62. Whilst the Committee welcomes the report provided by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Culture & External Affairs following each JMC (Europe) meeting which outlines the 
Scottish Government stance in discussions, the Committee believes that it would 
benefit from a dialogue with the Scottish Government on issues that it intends to raise 
during the JMC (Europe) meeting, and a private discussion following the JMC 
(Europe) with regard to the outcome. 
 
Scottish Government Response:  
 
The Scottish Government currently provides the Committee with a read out from the JMC 
(Europe) detailing the issues put forward at that meeting. The Committee also receives a 
copy of the minutes from the meeting. The discussions at JMC (Europe) are essentially 
Government to Government, however, I would be happy to engage with the Committee at 
appropriate points or on specific issues where clarification is required. I am also aware that 
excellent communication channels exist between the Clerks of the Committee and my 
Europe Team officials so encourage the Committee to keep those channels open.  
 
63. The Committee welcomed the participation of the UK Minister for Europe in its 
discussions of 20 February 2012 and would like to extend an invitation to the Minister 
for Europe to appear before the Committee on at least an annual basis to outline 
developments in the EU from a UK Government perspective. It would be useful if this 
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session could be arranged to coincide with the Committee’s annual inquiry into the 
European Commission’s work programme [i.e. February - March each year].  
 
Scottish Government Response:  
 
The Scottish Government supports the Committee’s continued proactive engagement with 
the UK Government on these important issues.  
 
 
64. The Committee regrets the discontinuation of the participation of Scottish 
Government officials in meetings between the UK Cabinet Office’s European 
secretariat and the UK Permanent Representation to the EU (the ‘Cunliffe – Rogers’ 
meetings). The Committee agrees with the Scottish Government that these meetings 
provide useful forewarning of upcoming EU issues and it concludes that the 
exclusion of Scottish Government officials could materially disadvantage Scotland’s 
interests. The Committee, therefore, recommends that the Scottish Government seeks 
the reinstatement of the invitation to the meetings or the establishment of a separate 
forum for officials to meet with their Whitehall counterparts on a regular basis to 
consider upcoming EU issues.  
 
Scottish Government Response:  
 
The Scottish Government agrees that the meetings between the UK Cabinet Office’s 
European secretariat and the UK Permanent Representation to the EU (the ‘Cunliffe – 
Rogers’ meetings), although not a replacement for Ministerial meetings, previously provided 
a useful vehicle to raise awareness of forthcoming issues. As stated during my evidence 
session to the Committee, we have lobbied the UK Government for reinstatement of Scottish 
Government attendance at these useful meetings and I continue to do so in the context of 
the examination of the current Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) between the UK 
Government and the Devolved Administations.  
 
 

 


