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JOINT MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE (EUROPE), 2 MARCH 2015 

1. I attended the meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (Europe) on 
Monday, 2 March on behalf of the Scottish Government. David Lidington (FCO) 
chaired the meeting which was attended by David Gauke (HMT), Vince Cable (BIS), 
Joanna Greenidge (COELA), Lord de Mauley (DEFRA), Lord Wallace (AGS), Alan 
Cairns (WO) Karen Bradley (HO), Ben Saoul official (CO), Jane Hutt (Welsh 
Government) and Jonathan Bell (Northern Irish Executive). Here is a summary of the 
agenda and the messages I communicated on behalf of the Scottish Government. 

2. The agenda set for the meeting was (1) Review of representation and 
attendance at EU Council of Ministers, (2) Review of the Balance of Competences, 
(3) Juncker’s Investment Package, (4) Engaging with the EU Institutions and (5) 
Preparations for March European Council.  

Review of representation and attendance at EU Council of Ministers 

3. I highlighted how the changes that were made to the Concordat on the 
Coordination of EU Policy Issues in October 2013 had helped to facilitate the 
attendance of Scottish Ministers at meetings of the EU Council of Ministers and this 
was reflected in the records for 2014 whereby no requests by Scottish Ministers to 
attend Council had been refused. Given the value of attending both formal and 
informal Council meetings I requested the UK Government maintain records for both 
going forward. I also expressed concern about the fact that a number of requests to 
represent the UK position, in a speaking role, at Council by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural Affairs, Food and Environment, Richard Lochhead had been refused. In line 
with the recommendations of the Smith Commission, I highlighted that a change to 
the Concordat would improve practice in this area which would benefit the UK as a 
whole, given the contributions that our Ministers can make in presenting the UK 
position on issues where there is a key devolved interest. 

Review of the Balance of Competences 

4. I informed the committee that the Scottish Government had played a full role 
in the review of the Balance of EU Competences and that we had concluded that the 
balance of competences was just about right albeit that there are a number of areas 
where the EU could better exercise these competences. I stated that the Scottish 
Government will continue to work with the Commission on this through the Europe 
2020 strategy and REFIT and we do not consider that any renegotiation of the 
Treaties is necessary. 

Juncker’s Investment Package 

5. I informed the committee that work was underway to further develop projects 
in Scotland and that the Scottish Government would like more information on how to 
access funding, especially Scottish universities who had raised concerns over the 
removal of funds from Horizon 2020. I also requested information as to whether the 
UK Government would be contributing funds to the package, how it would allocate 



 

 

seats on the project board and the selection criteria for determining eligible projects. 
Since the meeting, the UK Government has established a Cross-Government 
Working Group to help share information. 

Engaging with the EU Institutions 

6. I stated that following the renewal of the EU institutions at the end of last year,  
the Scottish Government has undertaken significant activities to engage with new 
MEPs and Commissioners. I also highlighted how we had identified our priorities in 
the new Commission Work Programme to the UK Government but were 
disappointed that there had been no formal write-around by the Foreign Office as is 
required by the Concordat on the Coordination of EU Policy Issues. I also highlighted 
issues that we had with the UK Government’s position on European Structural Funds 
as well as our priorities in relation to Minimum Unit Pricing on Alcohol, Fisheries and 
the need to ensure that TTIP addresses public concerns about the impact on the 
provision of public health issues. 

Priorities for the March European Council 

7. I raised with the committee the Scottish Government’s support for the EU line 
on the Russia/Ukraine situation and on the Energy Union, and highlighted that we 
were pleased with the provision made in respect of Carbon Capture and Storage. I 
cited the work carried out with the Northern Irish and Irish governments on the ISLES 
project which has provided the evidence base and regulatory framework for the 
development of the EU’s North Sea Offshore Grid priority and informs the EU-led 
North Seas Countries’ Offshore Grid Initiative (NSCOGI) in which Scotland 
participates. 
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