
SUBMISSION FROM VIOLET TOWNSLEY 
 

BASED ON AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH MECOPP AND TRANSCRIBED BY 
THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT OFFICIAL REPORT 

 
 [Unless indicated, responses are from Violet Townsley. FT = Violet’s sister, 
presumed to be Fiona Townsley] 
 
Before today, had you heard about the questionnaire? 
VT: No.  We filled one in, but— 
FT: The questionnaire that we filled in is the same thing. 
VT: It’s the exact same thing? Yeah, I did then. 
 
Okay—who or where did you hear it from? 
VT: In here. 
 
So from your sister, yeah? 
VT: Yeah. 
FT: I got sent one, so I showed it to her. 
 
Okay. Did you not get sent one in your house then? 
VT: No. 
 
How long have you been living where you’re living just now? 
Two year—just over two year. 
 
Before that, whereabout were you staying? 
Next door—number 15. 
 
So you were staying in Double Dykes? 
Number 15. 
 
How did you come to be staying in the house where you’re staying? 
By the council—their tenancy agreement. They dinnae follow their ane tenancy 
agreement—they dinnae stick to their ane wording. 
 
Okay. What do you mean? 
What do I mean by that? Well, there was a lot of stuff going on on the site, and Perth 
council wouldnae sort it. 
 
Right—okay. And then you had to move. 
VT: Then I had to move. 
FT: The management of the site was so bad that— 
VT: You had no option but to move. 
 
If you had a choice, would you be staying in a house right now? 
VT: No—if Perth council had’ve run the site proper, I would have probably still been 
here. 
 
And then you would be closer to your sister and your mum. 



Yeah. 
 
With your house, how satisfied are you with staying there—a lot, a little? 
VT: I’m happy with the house now, but, in saying that— 
FT: The management arrangements for the house is a lot better than the site. 
VT: That’s what I was just going to say. It would’ve been different if Perth council 
had’ve managed the site proper—I wouldnae have been aware of the house. 
 
Is there a house, a site or a roadside camp where you think that you’ve been 
happier? And if you have, where was it? 
VT: I wouldnae have been any happier anywhere apart from the Double Dykes; it’s 
just the council. If the council had run the site proper, it would be a good site, but 
with the way the council runs it, I wouldnae say you would be very happy in here. 
 
So, hypothetically speaking, what would you change to make it a better site? 
The council. 
 
In years to come, where would you like to see your children or your 
grandchildren living? 
It would’ve been the Double Dykes. 
 
All your family together. 
Yeah. 
 
What things affect where you end up staying? So you’ve got family, shops, 
environment, your site manager, safety—what influences it? 
On the house? 
 
Yes. 
Where I stay, there’s only a few houses, and I don’t drive, and the school’s 2 mile 
away. 
 
Do you get any harassment where you are? 
No. 
 
What would make you decide to move on from your house? 
It’s a private let, so the landlady would have to put me out. 
 
If a space came up here— 
No wi Perth council being the management of the site. 
 
No? 
No. 
 
Do you have enough space where you live now? 
Yeah. 
 



If you’re currently living in a house, was the move straightforward? Did you 
get support from anyone? 
It was a long battle wi Perth council to get moved. Shelter had to be involved before 
Perth council would move me. 
 
So you got support. 
I got support fae Shelter, cause Perth council, it was like hitting a brick wall, eh? 
 
So no support from Perth and Kinross Council— 
None whatsoever. 
 
But Shelter were a big help. 
VT: Shelter helped. 
FT: The council wasnae taking any responsibility for housing you in a private let. 
 
Where you are now, can visitors come and stay with you? 
VT: I take it they could, yes. 
 
Do you know how long for? 
No. It’s more or less the same rules in the Double Dykes, cause it’s a private sector 
house, so it’ll be more or less the same. 
 
So it’ll be in the agreement somewhere. 
Aye. 
 
If you could change any three things whatsoever about where you live now, 
what would they be? 
I couldnae change nothing where I’m living now. 
 
Would you want to be closer to a school? 
FT: A mair secure tenancy? 
VT: Yeah—a mair secure tenancy agreement. I would change that. 
 
What about with the schools and stuff? Would you like to be a bit closer? 
VT: I would like to be a bit closer, but— 
 
How do you get to school? 
My husband. 
 
Does he drive? 
Yeah. 
 
Right—okay. 
VT: I was offered a taxi to pick them up and drop them off, but I refused that. 
Child: Didn’t you get a bus tae? 
VT: Yes. 
 
So there’s a bus as well. 
Child: Yes. 
 



Do you have contact information for local services—education, housing, 
health? 
VT: No—I would phone the same number as Fiona, cause I aye phone Fiona. 
 
Is that the main council line? 
Aye. 
 
Right—okay. And then you tell them what department or who— 
Transfer you to there. Any problems like that, I phone Fiona and ask Fiona “Who do I 
phone?” 
 
With what we’ve been through, is there anything else you want to say? 
Not really. Perth council should change—that’s it. 
 
 
Violet Townsley 
July 2012 


