
SUBMISSION FROM STONEYBURN HEALTH CENTRE 

History of Health Visiting for Gypsy Travellers in West Lothian 

I commenced my 30 hour Health Visitor Post at Stoneyburn Health Centre in 
October 1992 this included Health Visitor liaison for West Lothian Gypsy Travellers 
at the Council run site at Sibbald’s Brae in Bathgate plus any Roadside 
Encampments that developed in the West Lothian area. At the time I did go out with 
the West Lothian area except when requested although this was usually in 
conjunction with Save the Children Workers Karen Carrick and Michelle Lloyd. 

Prior to 2000 I think I was the only dedicated Health Visitor working with Gypsy 
travellers in the Lothian area. There have been many changes over the years how I 
have facilitated this post with the Travelling Community and I have always offered a 
flexible approach. 

This Post has required me to be included in several strategic events including the 
Scottish Parliament Participation Event and being part of the working group with the 
National Resource Centre for Ethnic Minority Health (NRCEMH) to develop the 
Patient Record of Personal Health. When this was completed I was the main Health 
Visitor facilitator as part of the team that delivered the Gypsy Traveller Awareness 
Raising Seminars around Scotland with members of the team including Save the 
Children and members of the Gypsy Traveller Community. I have always been a 
member of a Lothian wide Gypsy Traveller liaison meeting within Health and Council 
which has taken different directions over the years as different initiatives from 
Government, Council and Health have developed. 

The dedicated hours to this Health Visitor post has depended on the numbers of 
Gypsy Travellers that have been around at any given time; which at times may have 
varied my input. It is therefore difficult to quantify however I have approximated it be 
ONE day a week. I am not sure what the HV for Gypsy Travellers remit was before I 
came into post, however I commenced my Post around the time of the opening of 
the Council run Site at Bathgate which at that time was being well utilised by the 
Travelling Community as well as the Private Site run by a Gypsy Traveller family at 
Stoneyburn. 

I had an excellent working arrangement with the then Site Manager for the Sibbalds 
Brae Site (which also included encampment in West Lothian), Save the Children, 
Education, Police and other Health Service Providers. The interagency working has 
been well recognised within West Lothian and out with as a good model for those 
working with Gypsy Travellers. The post has developed with me over the past 20 
years and I have always had the full backing from my Community Nursing 
Management which has allowed me to be flexible in this area of work and allowed 
me to develop the role as required for the Health Needs of the Travellers.  The 
development of performing immunisation for the children at the site and the potential 
to immunise at encampments developed and a PGD supported by the Clinical 
Director of the West Lothian CHCP enabled this service to be provided as required. 

The private site at Stoneyburn closed several years ago and is now a Chalet 
Residential Retirement Village. Unfortunately the Council run site at Bathgate is now 



no more as it sadly is now closed which was inevitable due to under use by the 
Gypsy Travelling Community. There continue to be encampments from time to time 
and I am advised by a contact person from West Lothian Council the location of 
families and contact them as requested. As Save the Children now no longer has a 
remit for Gypsy Travellers this valuable link is lost. I currently link in with the Keep 
Well Nurses as required and I continue to liaise with other Health Visitors as 
required. 
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