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Gypsy Traveller woman from Perth 
 
Had you heard about this questionnaire before today? 
Yes. 
 
From whom? 
From years ago. My mother done such as for the Parliament. 
 
How long have you been living here? 
It’ll be two year this March coming. 
 
Where were you staying before here? 
I was in a rented house. 
 
How did you come to stay here? 
I had my name down here for years. I needed to get back to my own people. 
 
How satisfied are you with living here? 
Hmm…it is good, sometimes. 
 
Why is that? 
Well, I’ve got one or two problems, and the issue is onsite. 
 
Is there a house site or roadside camp where you have been happier or more 
satisfied than here? 
Yep. 
 
Where was it? 
Bathgate. 
 
Why were you happier there? 
There was different rules, different regulations. The council was more come and go, 
flexible, nicer—mair understanding. The site manager—more understanding. 
 
Where would you like to see your children and grandchildren living? 
Beside me. 
 
Why? 
Cause that’s what we do. 
 
What things affect where you end up staying, like family, shops, environment, 
site manager, safety—that sort of thing? 
What do you mean, “affects”?  
 



[Other speaker] What would be the most important things that would make you 
decide to be somewhere? Would it be family, or that there were good shops, 
or— 
Oh, family. Family and peace. 
 
Do you get any harassment where you are now? 
Yeah. 
 
If yes, what kind and from who? 
Hmm. 
 
[Other speaker] You don’t have to answer any questions if you don’t want to. 
I get harassment but I’d rather no say from who. 
 
Okay. What would make you decide to move on from here? 
Probably naw having my kids around me. 
 
Do you have enough space where you live now? 
No. 
 
Why not? 
Because we can’t allow anybody to pull onsite beside us, like any family members. 
 
If you are currently living on a site, how did you get your pitch? 
I applied to the council. 
 
How long did it take? 
About six year. 
 
Did anyone help you get your pitch? 
In the beginning it was all myself, just trying, trying, trying, and then I spoke to people 
like Lizzie and Michelle and they kind of helped me out and told me to get this help 
from this person, that person. When I was in my house I actually got one of the local 
MPs. He helped me as well—he wrote to the council as well. 
 
Can visitors come to stay with you here? 
No. 
 
If you could change any three things about where you’re living now, what 
would they be? 
One would be to allow a family member to stay beside you, on yer pitch. Not so 
many regulations and rules. And even a transit site. 
 
Is there anything else you’d like to say about your accommodation? 
I think the chalets was a really a good idea. They’re nice, they’re lovely, but I think in 
getting the chalets it kinda took our lives, our homes away from us, you know? Most 
of the residents, when they were on here, I don’t think they really understood that 
getting the chalets was taking away their home, because their caravan was their 
home—do you know what I’m saying? So now we have to live by them, because this 



is the council’s chalets. It’s made everything more awkward, like you cannae have 
two caravans on your pitch. It’s just brought more heartache, really. 
 
The last question is: do you have contact information for local services, 
including housing, health or schools? 
Yes. 
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