
SUBMISSION FROM A GYPSY/TRAVELLER WOMAN AGED 18 
 

BASED ON AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH MECOPP AND TRANSCRIBED BY 
THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT OFFICIAL REPORT 

 
Gypsy Traveller woman, 18, from Perth 
 
Had you heard about this questionnaire before today? 
No. 
 
How long have you been living here? 
Nearly two year. 
 
And where were you staying before here? 
In a house. 
 
How did you come to be staying where you are now? 
From my mother. 
 
What did your mother have to do? 
She put her name in. 
 
Put the name in on the list? 
Yes. 
 
And where are you staying now—just on a site? 
On a site. 
 
How satisfied are you staying here? A little bit, a lot or not very much? 
A little bit. 
 
And why are you happy that little bit? What’s good about it? 
Cause it’s a site. 
 
Anything else positive? 
Just being beside people. 
 
And you just said a little bit, so what’s not so good about it? 
A lot. 
 
Do you want to tell me any of those reasons? 
[No response.] 
 
No—okay. Is there a house, a site or a roadside camp where you’ve been 
happier or more satisfied than here? 
I like here. 
 
You like it here—that’s fine. If you have children in the future, where would you 
like to see your children? 
Beside me. 



 
What things affect where you end up staying? And what I mean by that is, if 
you were choosing somewhere to stay, what would be the most important 
things? Would it be family, shops, the site manager, safety? 
Family. 
 
Do you get any harassment where you’re staying now? 
No—sometimes. 
 
Sometimes. Do you want to say what kind? You don’t have to. 
No. 
 
What would make you decide to move on from this site? 
Some people. 
 
Do you have enough space where you’re living now? 
No. 
 
Could you tell me about that? What’s difficult about it? Have your 
circumstances changed? 
Aye—I’m in a caravan up the side of the chalet. 
 
Okay. My understanding is that, on this particular site, you’re not allowed to 
double up, are you? 
No, and you’re not allowed gas bottles or anything like that. 
 
So why does that make it difficult for you? 
Cause you need gas for heating and to cook, and you need your electric cabling so 
you can get electric, and you’re no allowed it. 
 
And I’m guessing that’s quite stressful as well. 
Yes. 
 
Now this is an interesting question: if you’re currently living on a site—which 
you are—how did you get your pitch? But you haven’t got a pitch at the 
moment, have you? 
No. 
 
Can visitors come and stay with you, where you are? 
Only for a night or something, and then there’ll be complaints. 
 
Right. If you could change any three things about where you’re living now, 
what would they be? 
Probably you’d be allowed to double up; put some folk off; and then I’d dae 
something useful wi oot the back—that grass bit. 
 
Have you got ideas about what would be better out there? 
Aye—if we’re not allowed to double up here, we should be allowed to go oot the 
back. 
 



So maybe if they extended the site a bit? 
Yes. 
 
And how would you do it different on that bit over there? How would it be done 
better? 
Nothing would have to be done—just electric oot there. 
 
So more pitches, basically. 
Aye. 
 
Do you have contact information for local services, including housing, health 
and schools? 
Aye. 
 
So you’d know who to call if you needed things. 
Yes. 
 
Is there anything else that you’d like to say about your housing? 
No. 
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