
SUBMISSION FROM ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL 
 
1. Sites 
 
 Aberdeenshire Council owns and operates a Gypsy/Traveller site at 

Greenbanks, Banff. It is open annually from the end of March to the 
end of September and comprises 20 pitches. Each pitch has an 
amenity unit containing sanitary and washing facilities. Each stance 
measures approx 45 - 50 sq metres. Gypsies/Travellers can leave their 
stance for up to a period of 3 weeks, paying the rent in advance prior to 
leaving.  

  
 The site was formed in 1988 on land that was traditionally used by 

Gypsies/Travellers. Currently, weekly rent is £64.35 for up to two 
caravans per pitch. The Housing Estates Team provide office cover 
1 hour per day Mon - Fri (9am - 10am); however, there is an out-of-
hours telephone number posted on site should there be no-one on 
duty. All residents have a barrier key to allow them access at all times 
to the site.  

 
2  Details of any proposed sites 
 
 Aberdeenshire Council has at this moment no specific proposals to 

form Gypsy/Traveller sites, although it does wish to develop a network 
of halting sites. 

 
3  How do you determine where and what size sites should be? 
 
 In December 2007, Aberdeenshire Council, in conjunction with 

Aberdeen City and Moray Councils, commissioned Craigforth to carry 
out research into accommodation needs for Gypsies/Travellers.  The 
research was completed and published in August 2009.  The report 
showed that Aberdeenshire Council has a shortfall of 12 pitches 
(35 overall in Grampian) and recommended the provision of halting 
sites throughout Aberdeenshire.   

 
 One of the locations the Council had particular aspirations to provide a 

stopover site was in the Stonehaven area, as there had been a pattern 
of regular/seasonal groups of Gypsy Travellers visiting the area in 
recent years. However, a proposal for a site has not been able to be 
progressed. 

 
 A halting site would comprise an area of approximately 1600m², 

accommodating 8 caravans plus associated vehicles. The site would 
require fencing and bunding, a gate or barrier at the entrance and a 
levelled hard-standing surface, sufficient to carry light vehicular traffic. 
It is not proposed to provide permanent toilet facilities; portaloos will be 
provided whilst there are Gypsies/Travellers at the site.  A water supply 
would be provided via a stand-pipe and refuse facilities would be 
available.    

 
4  If you have no sites what are the reasons? 



 
 See Q1 
 
5  Details of any existing/ planned temporary or halting sites in your 

authority areas 
 
 Aberdeenshire Council has for several years been endeavouring to 

identify areas of land with the potential to be developed as halting sites 
for Gypsy/Travellers. The Council has primarily been investigating 
possible locations within a 20 mile radius of Aberdeen but now is 
considering other locations. 

 
 Although no suitable land has yet been identified to form halting sites, 

investigations are continuing. Should a site be identified a Council 
Working Group would be established involving officers from Planning, 
Environmental Health, Housing and Property Services to progress any 
proposal. 

 
 Four locations have been identified in the Draft Local Development 

Plan (LDP) at Elsick, Ellon, Inverurie and Blackdog. 
 
6  How often and by what process you review the need for more 

pitches/ sites? 
 
 As mentioned in Q3, Aberdeenshire Council, in conjunction with 

Aberdeen City and Moray Councils, commissioned a study in 2009 to 
identify the accommodation needs of Gypsy/Travellers. The report 
associated with the study is available on www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
and is used to determine the number of pitches required. Regular 
Council and regional meetings are held at which the topic of halting 
sites is discussed. 

 
7  Complaints 
 
 The Council monitors and visits unauthorised encampments.  
 
 Complaints about the Greenbanks site are rarely received. 
 
8  In building and maintaining sites, how you consider the impact of 

the site location on, for instance, access to health and education 
services and/or public transport links 

 
 Consultation carried out for the aforementioned Craigforth report 

highlighted that Gypsies/Travellers seem to prefer sites and 
encampments that strike a balance between access to local urban 
centres and some degree of seclusion.   Access to shops and medical 
facilities were high priorities listed within the report– though there was 
evidence that many Gypsies/Travellers are willing to travel some 
distance to visit GPs they particularly liked or trusted.  

 
  Drivers of satisfaction within the report were listed as: 
 



 Peace and quiet;  
 Family/neighbours  
 Location and access to services  
 Selective Allocations  
 Quality of amenities  

 
 Aberdeenshire Council has taken these into account when considering 

suitable locations for Gypsy/Traveller halting sites. 
 
9  Private sites  
 
 There are no private Gypsy/Traveller sites in Aberdeenshire. 
 
10  Unauthorised sites 
 
 The Council’s policy on unauthorised encampments can be found on 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk. A copy is enclosed. 
 
11  Staff awareness 
 
 The Council’s Multi Equality Scheme (2010 – 2013) includes issues 

and actions relating to Gypsies/Travellers. Poster and leaflet 
campaigns have previously been undertaken. The Council 
commissioned Grampian Regional Equality Council (GREC) to carry 
out liaison services with Gypsies/Travellers and provides funding for  a 
Traveller Liaison Worker.  

 
          GREC works with a range of Council Services including the Housing & 

Social Work and Education Services who have taken steps to raise 
awareness of Traveller lifestyle and issues. The Council’s 
Gypsy/Traveller Officer Working Group is currently exploring the 
possibility of organising a Council-wide road show this 
summer/autumn, featuring Article 12’s Young Gypsy Traveller 
Exhibition, which will target both staff and Elected members 

 
12  Information about your Gypsy/Traveller liaison officers, including 

whether the post has a shared remit and whether site managers 
undertake the role 

 
 Aberdeenshire Council funds a Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Worker  

employed by the  Grampian Regional Equality Council, through a 
Service Level Agreement He visits encampments with the prime aim of 
addressing the needs of the Gypsy/Travellers. The Council does not 
directly employ a Liaison Officer as it is considered that there are 
benefits in having an independent organisation taking on this role.  

 
David Cooper 
Environmental Health Manager 
Aberdeenshire Council 
28 June 2012 
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SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK RELATING TO UNAUTHORISED 
ENCAMPMENTS 
 
There are various civil and criminal law provisions which have the potential to impact 
on unauthorised camping. This Annex is not intended to be comprehensive. The 
police will deal with any criminal activity where they have powers to do so. For 
example, the police have powers to arrest and detain persons who commit a crime 
which can range from statutory offences to common law offences. 
 
In Scotland it is the Procurator Fiscal who makes the final decision on whether or not 
to prosecute. Decisions to prosecute or to deal with cases in other ways are taken on 
an individual basis. A decision not to prosecute will take into account such matters 
as public interest considerations, dependent upon the circumstances. Enforcement, 
however, is a matter for the police responsible for the area in question. Discussions 
with the Procurator Fiscal and the police will normally take place at an early stage 
before enforcement decisions are made. The Procurator Fiscal may advise on the 
course of action to be taken, dependent on the particular circumstances in each case 
but the decision would generally be an operational matter for the Police having 
regard to the Lord Advocate’s guidelines on liberation. Options are likely to be a) 
report for citation (if considered appropriate) or b) arrest and appearance from 
custody or on an undertaking. 
 
Procurators Fiscal are in possession of Crown Office guidance advising that there is 
a presumption against prosecution in these cases, but that public interest 
considerations may override that presumption. 
 
THE LAW IN SCOTLAND 
 
As regards prosecution for unauthorised encampment, the Trespass (Scotland) Act 
1865 and the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 are relevant. The purpose of the 
Prosecution would be to deal with one of the three sets of circumstances:  
 
1. Where a suitable alternative stopping place has been identified and the 

individuals have refused to re-locate within a reasonable time. (The Local 
Authority is normally responsible for identifying a ‘suitable alternative’ and to 
agree a ‘reasonable time’ with the individuals). 

2. Where the use of a particular site or the excessive size of the encampment 
causes a road safety or public health hazard. 

3. Where the same individuals have been repeatedly moved from the same site 
only to return, although it may be relevant for the Fiscal to consider what 
action might have been taken by the landowner to prevent such further 
access. 

 
Time limits for prosecution under both Acts are short and a degree of urgency may 
be required. If there has been an arrest, those arrested will often be released, on an 
undertaking to appear at court on a specified day, or they may be kept in custody. 
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Trespass (Scotland) Act 1865 
 
Offences: 
Section 3 
 
Every person who lodges in any premises, or occupies or encamps on any land, 
being private property, without the consent and permission of the owner or legal 
occupier of such premises or land, and every person who encamps or lights a fire on 
or near any road or enclosed or cultivated land, or in, or near any plantation, without 
the consent and permission of the owner or legal occupier of such road, land, or 
plantation, shall be guilty of an offence punishable as hereinafter provided. (Section 
3, as amended by Schedule 1 Pt. VI, Statute Law (Repeals) Act, 1973 and Schedule 
9, Roads (Scotland) Act, 1984). 
 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 
Offences: 
 
Section 87(1) 
Power to remove structures from roads. 
Without prejudice to sections 59 and 129(2) of this Act, where a structure has been 
erected, deposited or placed on  a road otherwise than under or by virtue of an 
enactment the roads authority may, by notice, require that within such period as may 
be specified in the notice the person having control or possession of the structure –  
 

a) shall remove it; and 
b) if the authority consider reinstatement of the road to be requisite, shall carry 

out such reinstatement. 
 

Section 100(c) 
 
A person who, without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, by lighting a fire within, 
or by permitting a fire for which he is responsible to spread to within, 30 metres of a 
road, damages the road or endangers traffic on it, commits an offence. 
 
Section 129(4) 
 
A person who pitches a tent or encamps in a road commits an offence. 
 
Section 151 
 
A "road" means, subject to subsection (3), any way (other than a waterway) over 
which there is a public right of passage (by whatever means and whether subject to 
a toll or not) and includes the road's verge, and any bridge (whether permanent or 
temporary) over which, or tunnel through which, the road passes; and any reference 
to a road includes a part thereof.  
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Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2004 
 
This Act includes a range of measures to deal with anti-social behaviour such as 
anti-social behaviour orders, a power to disperse groups and fixed penalty notices 
for a range of antisocial and environmental offences including fly-tipping. The 
provisions on anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs) replace provisions on ASBOs in 
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, as they relate to Scotland. ASBOs are 
preventative orders to protect persons affected by anti-social behaviour from further 
acts or conduct which causes or is likely to cause alarm or distress. Breach of an 
ASBO is a criminal offence. 
 
Tools to deal with anti-social behaviour should be considered in the context of local 
anti-social behaviour strategies. Local authorities and the police, in consultation with 
others, are required under Part 1 of the Act to prepare strategies to deal with anti-
social behaviour in the local authority’s area. These strategies will set out an 
assessment of the nature and extent of ASB in the area and services to prevent and 
deal with the problems. Section 140 of the Act provides that persons discharging a 
function by virtue of the Act must do so in a way that encourages equal 
opportunities. 
 
UK WIDE LEGISLATION 
 
Sections 61 and 62 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 
 
This Act deals with trespass and the removal of vehicles. Section 61 deals with 
police powers to remove trespassers on land and section 62 provides supplementary 
powers of seizure and imposes criminal sanctions [Note that the Westminster Anti-
social Behaviour Act 2003 makes some changes to police powers in respect of 
section 62. However, those provisions do not extend to Scotland]. 
 
It is important to note that sections 61 and 62 apply to situations in which two or 
more “trespassers” are involved. Section 61 allows the police to direct trespassers to 
leave the land and to remove vehicles or property on the land where the senior 
police officer present at the scene has a reasonable belief that (a) two or more 
persons are present with the intention of staying there for a period of time, and (b) 
reasonable steps have been taken by, or on behalf of, the occupier to ask them to 
leave. In addition, the senior police officer must have a reasonable belief that either 
(a) the group have caused damage to the land or property, or threatened, abused or 
insulted the occupier or representatives of the occupier or, (b) the group have six or 
more vehicles between them on the land. The practical application and meaning of 
section 61(1) has been tested in the Scottish courts. 
 
The court in Neizer v Rhodes 1995 S.C.C.R 799 said that: 
 

“The whole structure of s.61(1) depends upon what the senior police officer 
present at the scene reasonably believes to be the case. The purpose of the 
section is to enable action to be taken on his direction rather than by resorting 
to the process of ejection under the civil procedure at the instance of the 
owner or occupier.” 
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It is clearly a matter of judgement for the senior police officer present at the relevant 
time. 
 
These provisions could arguably be implemented to deal with the issue of 
unauthorised encampments by Gypsies/Travellers, where there has been disruption 
and where the criteria set out above have been satisfied. However, it is clear that this 
legislation will not be suitable to deal with every situation where, for example, 
indigenous Gypsies/Travellers are merely camping on a site without any authority to 
do so.  
 
In addition, it should be noted that the statutes deal with “trespassers” and does not 
specifically mention “Gypsies/Travellers”. Furthermore, it is not confined to the issue 
of unauthorised encampment specifically. It is important to be aware that this 
legislation could potentially be applied in a wide variety of circumstances. 
 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 
 
Fly-tipping is an offence under section 33 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 
(EPA) and can be defined as the unauthorised deposit of waste on land that is not 
licensed for this purpose. Section 59 of the EPA provides powers to SEPA and local 
authorities to require the removal of the waste or to remove it themselves and 
recover the costs.  Section 79 of this Act defines statutory nuisances, and section 80 
deals with the service of an abatement notice. 
 
British Transport Commission Act 1949 (as amended by the Transport Act 
2000) 
 
TRESPASS ON LINES / TUNNELS & NEARBY LAND 
 
Section 55(1) of the British Transport Commission Act 1949 makes it an offence to 
trespass upon any railway line, sidings, tunnel, embankment or cutting, or on lands 
in dangerous proximity to lines or electrical apparatus associated with the operation 
of the railway. It states: 
 
55(1) any person, who shall trespass upon any of the lines of railway or sidings or in 
any tunnel or upon any railway embankment cutting or similar work now or hereafter 
belonging or leased to or worked by any of the Boards or who shall trespass upon 
any other lands of any of the Boards in dangerous proximity to any such lines of 
railway or other works or to any electrical apparatus used for or in connection with 
the working of the railway shall be guilty of an offence. 
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Race Relations legislation 
 
The Race Relations Act 1976 (as amended by the Race Relations (Amendment) 
Act 2000) Section 2 of the 2000 Act substitutes section 71 of the 1976 Act and 
places a general statutory duty on public authorities, when carrying out their 
functions, to have due regard to the need to: 
 
 Eliminate unlawful racial discrimination; 
 Promote equality of opportunity; and 
 Promote good relations between persons of different racial groups. 
 
The Equalities and Human Rights Commission recognises Gypsies/Travellers as 
coming within the definition of an ethnic group within the terms of the Act, although 
this is yet to be tested in the courts. 
 
“Public authorities” are defined in schedule 1 (paragraph 1) of the 2000 Act. For the 
purposes of the application of the legislation in Scotland, the Scottish Executive has 
defined Scottish Gypsies/Travellers as a minority ethnic community. 
 
A racial group is defined in Section 9 of the Equality Act 2010 as “a group of 
persons defined by colour, race, nationality or ethnic or national origins and 
references to any racial group refer to any racial group into which he falls.” It is also 
important to note section 9(4) which states that “The fact that a racial group 
comprises two or more distinct racial groups does not prevent it from constituting a 
particular racial group for the purposes of this Act.” 
 
Public authorities in Scotland are also bound by duties imposed under the Race 
Relations Act (Statutory Duties) (Scotland) Order 2002 (as amended) The police 
service is bound by the general duty imposed by the Race Relations Acts and also 
by the specific duties to publish a Race Equality Scheme and to monitor employment 
procedures and practices. 
 
There is also legislation which offers protection from racially motivated crimes. In 
Scotland, protection against racially aggravated harassment is afforded under 
Section 33 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. Section 96 of the 1998 Act also 
creates an aggravation of any offence which is racially motivated. 
 
The Public Order Act 1986, Part III (as amended by the Anti-terrorism, Crime 
and Security Act 2001), applies to Scotland. It creates a number of offences which 
involve racial hatred such as use of words or behaviour or display of written 
materials intended to stir up racial hatred; possession of inflammatory material; etc. 
 
 
EUROPEAN LEGISLATION 
 
The European Convention on Human Rights 
 
The rights and protections afforded by the articles of the European Convention on 
Human Rights (and laterally the Human Rights Act 1998) should be enjoyed by all, 
without discrimination on the grounds of “sex, race, colour, language, religion, 
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political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national 
minority, property, birth or other status.” In particular, Article 8 states that “everyone 
has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence.” 
 
The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) – Article 8 states that 
“everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence.”  Article 14 enshrines the right to enjoy any other Convention rights 
and freedoms without discrimination.  Article 2 also applies. 
 
ECHR issues in relation to the existing legislation have been considered in a number 
of cases.1 
 
The Human Rights Act 1998 created a statutory requirement to read all legislation 
(past and present) in accordance with the provisions of the European Convention. In 
relation to public bodies, Section 6(1) states that “it is unlawful for a public authority 
to act in a way which is incompatible with a Convention right.” 
 
The Human Rights Act 1998 – This Act incorporates the ECHR into United Kingdom 
law and places all public authorities under a positive obligation to ensure that respect 
for human rights is at the core of their day-to-day work.  This Act makes it unlawful 
for a public authority to act in a way which is incompatible with a Convention right. 
 
Council Directive 2004/43/EC (the Race Directive) 
 
Council Directive 2000/43/EC (the Race Directive) is due to be implemented in 
member states by 19th July 20032. The Directive has regard to the Treaty 
establishing the European Community, in particular Article 13 (as amended by the 
Treaty of Nice), which states that, “Without prejudice to the other provisions of this 
Treaty and within the limits of the powers conferred by it upon the Community, the 
Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from the European Parliament, may take 
appropriate action to combat discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, 
religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation.”  
 

                                                           
1 R (Fuller) v Chief Constable of Dorset Police, The Secretary of State for the Home Department [2003] Q.B. 480; 
Chapman v The United Kingdom 2001 (Application no. 27238/95); Varey v The United Kingdom 1998 
(Application no. 26662/95); Buckley v The United Kingdom 1994 (Application no. 20348/92). 
 
2 Implemented in the UK by the Race Relations Act 1976 (Amendment) Regulations 2003 
 



APPENDIX B 

ASSESSMENT FORM FOR 
UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS 

 
General Information (to be completed by Local Authority) 
 
Encampment Reference No:  

Location of encampment:  

Date encampment reported:  

Time encampment reported:  

Date encampment first visited:  

Visited by:  
Date Code of Conduct issued to 
encampment: 

 

Code of Conduct issued to 
neighbouring properties (detail 
which ones): 

 

Landowner (Name and Address):  

Date Landowner advised:  

Number of caravans:  

Number of other vehicles:  

Number of tents:  

Number of adults:  

Number of children:  

Number of animals:  

Reason for encampment:  

No of vacant pitches at LA site:  

Date encampment vacated:  
 
Assessment of Location (to be completed by Local Authority) 
 
General conditions:  

Toilet facilities:  

Refuse collection:  

Provision of water:  

Road safety concerns:  

Other Health & Safety concerns:  

Environmental concerns:  

Impact on land use:  

Impact on wider community:  

Complaints received (to include  
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complaints from Gypsy/Travellers): 

 
Humanitarian Considerations (to be completed by GREC and returned to Local 
Authority) 
 
No of school age children on site:  

Provision available for education:  

Are children attending local school:  

If so, the length of attendance:  

School previously attended:  

Advice given on housing:  

Advice given on health:  

Advice given on welfare:  
Any specific health/welfare 
concerns: 

 

 
Code of Conduct compliance (to be completed by Local Authority) 
 
Keeping groups small and 
appropriate to size and location of 
area: 

 

Looking after the land/respect 
nearby residents: 

 

Keeping animals under control at 
all times: 

 

Disposing of litter/rubbish in 
bins/bags provided: 

 

Area not used for fly tipping:  
Land/adjoining land not used as 
toilet – where provided use a 
portaloo: 

 

Do not cause a road traffic hazard:  

Do not start fires:  

Intended length of stay:  
 
Decision on Encampment (to be completed by Local Authority) 
 
No action but review in:  

Have enforcement powers been 
considered?  (Local Authority and 
Police).  If yes, provide details: 

 
 
 
 
 

 



APPENDIX B 

Details of Visits/Dialogue (to include dates/times of visits and Officers attending 
and any other advice given) 
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ADVICE FOR LANDOWNERS WHEN CONSIDERING CIVIL EVICTION 
ACTION 
 
This is simply a narration of the progress of a typical Action raised by 
Aberdeenshire Council to remove unauthorised occupiers of a site. This note 
is not intended to be legal advice.  It is likely that private land owners will be 
able to use this procedure also but if you are in any doubt as to your rights 
and responsibilities and any action you can or should take, you should contact 
your own legal representative.  An officer from the Council can speak to your 
representative to discuss the process should he or she wish. 
 
When Council land/property is occupied by persons without right or title to be 
there, the Council would initially contact the person/persons on the site to 
ascertain when they are to be vacating the site and to formally ask them to 
remove themselves from the site.  The Council does this so that there can be 
no suggestion that it has agreed to or acquiesced in their presence on the 
site. 
 
In the event that the unauthorised occupiers have not moved on within a set 
timescale, usually the following day, the Council would commence 
proceedings for recovery of possession of the site.  A style summons for 
recovery of possession of the site is attached.   
 
The summons is lodged at the Sheriff Court serving the area in which the site 
is located. 
 
The normal period of notice to the Defenders/Occupiers in such a case is not 
less than 21 days.  The Sheriff can however on cause shown reduce this 
period.  When the Council is taking such action an Officer telephones the 
Sheriff Clerk at the Court beforehand to advise him that the Council will be 
seeking to reduce the period of notice to be given to the Defenders in relation 
to the Action.  The Sheriff Clerk will then fix a Hearing before the Sheriff at 
which the Council can argue for the period of notice to be reduced from the 
normal 21 days to a lesser period.  The Council has usually been successful 
in obtaining the shortened periods of notice for service of the Summons and a 
reduction of the time between the return date and the actual Hearing date.  
The Hearing date is the date on which the case will call in Court and the date 
on which it is likely the Court Action will be determined.   
 
At the Hearing whether or not a period of notice is reduced the Sheriff will 
grant us a Warrant to serve the Action on the Occupiers.  The Council 
arranges for this to be done by Sheriff Officers so that there is proper 
evidence that intimation of the Application has been made to all relevant 
persons.  There is a cost involved in instructing Sheriff Officers and this can 
be included in any claim for Court expenses as part of the Action.  The 
Council would usually arrange for the Sheriff Officers to serve the Court 
papers on the Occupiers the same day as it receives the Warrant. 
 
Two Court dates are fixed by the Sheriff.  The first of these is a return date by 
which time if there is any opposition to the Application a Notice should be 
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lodged at Court.  It is for the Defenders/Occupiers to take this step.  The 
second date is the Hearing date which is the date on which the Sheriff can 
determine the Application. 
 
On the Hearing date it is necessary to attend Court and ask the Sheriff for 
Decree for Recovery of Possession.  If there is not opposition to the 
Application the Sheriff will usually grant this.  If the Council wishes to recover 
the Court expenses a request for these is made at this time.  The Council 
requires to be able to advise the Sheriff Clerk of the amount of the Sheriff 
Officers’ fees.  The Council would also ask the Court to grant an Immediate 
Extract of the Decree which would allow steps to remove the 
Defenders/Occupiers to be taken immediately. 
 
It may be that there is opposition from the Defenders/Occupiers to the Action.  
To date there has been no such opposition to such Actions raised by the 
Council and it is difficult to see what objection there could be other than 
perhaps failure to notify all relevant persons. 
 
Once Decree is obtained the Sheriff Officers are instructed to enforce the 
Decree.  The Decree would allow removal of the Occupiers from the site 
together with their vehicles and belongings.  This can be a difficult process 
and if such Action is contemplated the Council tends to try to give the Sheriff 
Officers as much notice as possible so that they can make arrangements for 
appropriate vehicles to be available, e.g. to move caravans.  The Council 
would usually also notify the Police that it was to be taking this Action so that 
there could be a Police presence there if need be. 
 
Once the removal from the site is complete, steps may be taken to secure the 
site. 
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FORM 1 
 

Summary Cause Summons 
Action for/of   Ejection 
(state type, e.g. payment of money) 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY  
SUMMONS No. 

  
 

Sheriff Court 
(name, address, e-mail 
and telephone no.) 

1 
 

Stonehaven Sheriff Court
Dunnottar Avenue 
Stonehaven  AB39 2JH     
Tel: 01569 762758

 
Name and address 
of person raising 
the action (pursuer) 

2 
 

Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House 
Westburn Road 
Aberdeen   AB16 5GB 

 
Name and address of 
person against whom 
action raised (defender, 
arrestee, etc.) 

3 
 

The Occupiers,
Ground to south of Stonehaven Outdoor Pool, 
Stonehaven 
 

 
Name(s) and address(es) 
of any interested party 
(e.g. connected person) 

3a 
 

 

 
Claim (form of decree or 
other order sought) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

1. To ordain the Defenders summarily to flit and remove themselves, their family, dependants, 
servants and sub-tenants together with their goods, gear and whole belongings from the subjects 
known as and forming the ground to the South of Stonehaven Outdoor Pool, Stonehaven, being 
the subjects shown coloured red on the plan annexed hereto, and to leave the same void and redd 
to the end that the Pursuer may enter thereon and peaceably possess and enjoy the same; and that 
under pain of ejection. 
2.   To shorten the period of notice to 48 hours. 
3.    To reduce the period between the Return Date and the Calling Date to 2 days 
4.   To find the Defenders liable in the expenses of the action.  

 
Name, full address, 
telephone no, and e-mail 
address of pursuer’s 
solicitor or representative 
(if any) acting in the case 

5 
 

Robin Taylor, Solicitor
Woodhill House, Westburn Road 
Aberdeen  AB16 5GB 
LP – 1, ABERDEEN 3 
Tel:  01224 665175                           robin.taylor@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

 
Fee Details (Enter these 
only if forms sent 
electronically to court) 

5a 
 

 

 
 6 RETURN DAY 20 

  CALLING DATE 20           at             am. 

*Sheriff Clerk to 
delete as appropriate 
 

 
Court Authentication 

 The pursuer is authorised to serve a copy summons in form *1a/1b/1c, on the defender, 
and give intimation to any interested party, not less than * 21/42 days before the 
RETURN DAY shown in the box above.   The summons is warrant for service, 
*arrestment on the dependence and for citation of witnesses to attend court on any 
future date at which evidence may be led. 
Sheriff clerk depute (name)             Date:              20    
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NOTE: The pursuer should complete boxes 1 to 5a above and box 7 on page 2. 
The sheriff clerk will complete box 6. 

 
7. STATE DETAILS OF CLAIM HERE (all cases) and PARTICULARS OF ARRESTMENT 

(furthcoming actions only) 
(To be completed by the pursuer. If space is insufficient, a separate sheet may be attached) 
 
The details of the claim are: 
 
The Pursuer is a Local Authority incorporated by and acting under the Local 
Governmentetc.(Scotland) Act, 1994.  Their principal offices are at Woodhill House, Westburn 
Road, Aberdeen.  They are the heritable proprietors of the subjects known as and forming Ground 
to the South of Stonehaven Outdoor Pool, Stonehaven being the subjects shown coloured red on 
the Plan annexed hereto.  The Defenders are the occupiers of the subjects.  Their identity is to the 
Pursuer unknown.  The present proceedings have as their object rights in rem in the subjects, which 
are situated within the territory of this Court.  This Court accordingly has jurisdiction. 
 
The Defenders commenced occupation of the site during the weekend of 23/24 May. The 
Defenders are in occupation of the subjects without the Pursuer’s consent. The Defenders are not 
persons who have or had a title or other right to occupy the subjects or who have been in 
continuous occupation of the subjects since any title or right is alleged to have come to an end.  
They have been requested to leave and have not done so. This action is therefore necessary. 
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 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
Sheriff’s notes as to: 
 
1. Issues of fact and law in dispute 
2. Facts agreed 
3. Reasons for any final disposal at the hearing held on the calling date. 
 

 



APPENDIX D 

Gypsies/Travellers Information Leaflet 
 

Key Points 
 
Aberdeenshire Council recognises that: 
 

 Gypsies/Travellers wish to maintain their 
way of life. 

 There should be no acts of discrimination 
against Gypsies/Travellers because of 
their lifestyle. 

 There needs to be a  balance between 
the needs and wishes of Gypsies / 
Travellers and the communities in which 
they live. 

 

Gypsies/Travellers must recognise that they 
are under the same duty to behave 
responsibly as members of the settled 
community.  If Gypsies/Travellers breach the 
Code of Conduct, or camp somewhere 
unsuitable, and they are on Council owned or 
controlled land Aberdeenshire Council will 
take enforcement action against them, 
including seeking eviction. 
 

If the encampment is on private land the 
landowner may take eviction action. 
 

Aberdeenshire Council and Grampian Police 
will take action if there are issues regarding 
fly-tipping or any other unacceptable 
behaviour.   
 

A Council Officer and the 
Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Officer from 
Grampian Racial Equality Council will 
visit the encampment to offer help and 
information, and to check that those on 
the camp are following the Code. 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
DO: 
 park vehicles safely; 
 look after the land you park on and 

respect local residents; 
 keep pets quiet and under control and 

don’t let them disturb neighbours; 
 dispose of litter and other rubbish in 

bags or bins provided; 
 use recycling centres for disposal of 

goods not suitable for bins; 
 use portaloos provided; 
 comply with the highway code; 
 keep reasonable control of your 

children. 
 
 
DONT 
 overcrowd the site. 
 leave litter or unwanted goods behind 

you; 
 fly tip; 
 start fires; 

 keep reasonable control of your 
children. 

 
 
You and those living with you must not 
harass or act in an anti-social manner to 
any persons in the neighbourhood.  Anti-
social behaviour means speech, actions 
or writing which causes another person 
alarm or distress.  This includes damage 
to their property. 
 
The following locations are not acceptable 
for encampments:- 
 
Operational Council Premises 
Country and Public Parks  
Playing Fields 
 
 
Useful Telephone Numbers 
 
Environmental Health 
 
 
Waste 
 
 
GREC 
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This leaflet can be made available in 
different formats, such as compact 
disc. 
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