
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM MARC LIVINGSTONE  

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In support 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In support 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

In support 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

In support 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

In opposition 

People should still have the opportunity to have civil partnerships if they would 
prefer. They might have political objections to the notion of marriage given that it has 
developed out of an arrangement whereby the woman becomes the man's property 
(for example). 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

In support 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

Neither 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

In support 



Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

While people are entitled to their views whether those are religious, moral etc, where 
those views support the oppression or discrimination against minority groups then 
society should do nothing to accommodate those views/beliefs. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

I support freedom of speech, but like all freedoms it has its limits (eg don't shout fire 
in a crowded theatre). However, I think people should be free to say that they don't 
support gay marriage, but people should also be free to criticise those people and 
say that they are mistaken. 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

MON THE GAYS 

Are you responding as... 

a private individual 

Marc Livingstone 
22 August 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


