
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

FATHERS AND PARENTING 
 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 
 
I am a 46 year old single male. I have a 10 year old daughter who lives with 
her mother, my former partner of 15 years. She left our house and took my 
daughter with her 16 months ago.  
 
There is no history of infidelity or abuse by me. I am self employed and my 
former partner is a recently retired Police Officer. We were not married. 
 
My issue is with parental rights. I am named as the father on the birth 
certificate and my daughter has my surname on the certificate. As she was 
born in 2004, I do not automatically qualify for parental rights. 
 
My former partner will not allow me to have more than a half day with my 
daughter. If I am lucky once a fortnight. The boxing day before last my 
daughter and I went shopping as she wanted to choose a bed to sleep in 
when she wanted to come and stay over. She has not been allowed to stay 
overnight. As my former partner will not allow any overnight visits. 
 
I think it is unjust and contrary to natural justice that as a result of my daughter 
being born before the Families Act of 2006 I do not automatically get parental 
rights. Had she been born before this I would qualify for this.  
 
I would be indebted if the Committee would look at this, and consider an 
amendment that takes in to account fathers that are named on the certificate 
regardless of the date of birth. A change or amendment to the act is a great 
thin but I firmly believe that their has to be legislation with teeth to enforce non 
compliance by a resistant former partner, such as the matter being a criminal 
one should they fail to comply. 
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