
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE 

FATHERS AND PARENTING 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

 the provision of services and support groups;  

Following my separation on the 9th of February 2013 and having to move out of the 
family home where I had been a 24/7 parent to my three children aged 8,6,4. This 
was to prevent provoked arguments in front of our three children My only financial 
option was to move back to stay with my parents at the age of 49 and having worked 
continually bar three months unemployment, paying taxes I felt that there were no 
provisions or support groups I could receive the support I would have needed 
regarding housing or new of any support groups as I had purchased the family 
home, paid all the bills and was the mortgage holder. 

 societal attitudes towards lone / unmarried fathers; and  

 issues around parental responsibilities and rights for fathers.  

Having moved from the family home, my wife wrote to the Director of Education 
without my knowledge or permission to withdraw the children from school to be 
home schooled. My wife had also arranged for a meeting with the School Group 
Manager for an assessment to take place. At no time did I receive any official letters 
or confirmation of meetings from the Education Department. I have been extremely 
well supported by the Head Teachers and staff at the local Primary school and by 
the School Group manager but as a father I did not and have not received any 
written notification or correspondence.  

As I no longer did the school run in the morning I lost contact with the other parents, 
daily contact with my children and felt isolated, felt as though I had let my children 
down. It very quickly became apparent that my equal rights as a father were ignored; 
I was and have been side-lined. I feel like a none entity.  

You might want to consider the following questions—  

 What day to day challenges do you experience as a lone / unmarried father in 
Scotland?  

As the mortgage holder of the family home I having wanted to pay all the bills to 
keep the kids safe and secure and attending school I was financially crippled. As a 
father my ability to have the kids to stay was extremely restricted as it was difficult to 
have all three children staying at my parents when the bedroom box room was 
converted to my office as I had worked from home. I was intimidated and bullied and 
the children used pawns to achieve my wife’s goals. What started off as home 
schooling turned out to be radical schooling and then kids were to self-direct.  

 Do you experience any particular challenges in a specific aspect of your life for 
example - work / family / social?  



My social life revolved around my children. The network of friends and the activities 
around the children were what I did. My friends of the same age all had families and 
their commitments. I was extremely worried that the stress of the separation might 
have a physical effect on my parents who are fortunately still active but are in their 
70’s. When you are used to being up at night for the kids, supporting them to school, 
preparing meals, taking part in sports, it has a huge impact when you find yourself in 
a spare bedroom, climbing the walls with worry.  

 Do you experience any particular challenges dealing with a specific subject for 
example - finance or dealing with access or care arrangements?  

Yes. Access, I felt bullied and blackmailed. I was desperate for the children to remain 
at school. I was threatened by my wife that she could move anywhere in the UK. The 
legal system and costs are draconian and discriminatory. As I am working and 
earning a salary I am not entitled to any legal aid. By the time all the bills were paid I 
was unable to pay my parents digs. 

 What kinds of support and or services are available to you and do they meet your 
needs?  

I have found the Children’s and Families Services regarding me as a father to be un 
professional discriminatory and dysfunctional. My children have not attended school 
for 29 weeks. My wife applied and was turned down on three occasions by the 
regional School Groups Manager and her appeal to the Lothian Education 
Department.  

My concerns have not been listened to. I have not been replied to, The Education 
Department are hiding behind a loop hole in the legislation. My wife has no teaching 
qualifications and has refused to put a curriculum in place for each of the three 
children. I have asked for a contact name regarding GIRFEC but my children do not 
seem to come under the banner of Get It Right For Every Child. 

 Do you feel you get equal access to all types of public facilities when out with 
your children?  

I have not experienced any problems regarding accessing public facilities, and 
regularly take the children to the swimming pools, astro turf football pitches and 
parks etc 

 If you said that you experience challenges, what are your thoughts on public 
perception and general awareness of the issue?  

I think through speaking to colleagues, friends, family members that proactive fathers 
are undervalued, easily emotionally and financially blackmailed through access to 
and wellbeing of the children. 

In conclusion I would welcome the opportunity to give evidence to the Equal 
Opportunities Commission and answer any questions relating to my experience to 
date. 
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