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1. I am writing as a concerned citizen of another free nation to express my 
strong opposition to and concern about Part IV of the Children and Young 
People Bill.  By transferring the rights and authority of parents to government 
monitors, this bill permits an unprecedented invasion of every family and 
undermines the presumption of innocence by presuming parents will become 
guilty of breaking the law at some unspecified future date.  It paints all families 
with the same brush, whether deserving or not. 

 

2. The philosophy and motivation behind this bill appears at odds with the basic 
philosophy behind all free societies: e.g. a limited government that intervenes 
only when necessary and as provided for by strict standards, that free people 
are competent to raise their own families without government interference, 
that the rights of families and the relationship between parents and children 
must be respected and protected by the laws of a free society, and that 
information about private citizens (i.e., children) should be protected and 
shared only when parents or legal guardians give written consent.   

 

3. This proposed legislation implies that parents cannot be trusted to raise their 
children; rather, only government bureaucrats can.  However, thousands of 

years of history declare that parents are the ones who know their children 
best and who act in the best interest of those children.  I understand that 
certain policies relating to the "named person" provision of this bill have 
already been implemented, resulting in the harassment of families, 
interference in family matters without legitimate reasons, and officials 
misleading parents about their choices.  If this bill is passed, such conflicts will 
only increase, and parents' rights will continue to erode.  In fact, you can 
expect many families to actively avoid contact with services. 

 

4. Please protect the fundamental right of Scottish parents to direct the care, 
upbringing, and education of their children by rejecting the Children and 
Young People Bill.  At the very least, please reject all measures contained 
therein that oppose the rights of parents protected in international law.  For 
example, the "named person" provision should be an opt in / opt out service 
rather than mandatory; personal data should never be gathered or shared 
without express consent (a violation of the UK Data Protection Act and Article 
8 of the ECHR) based on a child protection, not a "wellbeing," concern; and 
parents need an available legal redress against any professional who acts 
wrongly regarding a child. 

 

5. Thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns.  I pray you can see 
their validity and act accordingly. 
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