
67 

Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

1. Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Consultation.  

2. As you will be aware the issue of child safety remains a concern in relation to 

childhood morbidity and mortality. 

 Every year in Scotland, it is estimated that one child in five attends A&E 

departments following an unintentional injury– approximately 200,000 visits 

annually.  

 The child death rate from unintentional injuries in Scotland is 30% higher than 

in England and Wales  

 every year in Scotland, children’s accidents cost the NHS an estimated £40 

million and society generally around £400 million.  

Child Safety Strategy: Preventing Unintentional Injuries To Children and 

Young People in Scotland. 2007  

3. The challenge for Public Health is to ensure that injuries are neither life-

threatening nor disabling. It would therefore be helpful to strengthen and expand 

the reference to children’s safety within the Bill in line with the current evidence 

base and more explicitly develop roles and responsibilities for those working with 

children in relation to safety of children at home, on the road and at play in line 

with The UNCRC, Article 3 (3) states that those responsible for children’s care 

“shall conform with the standards established by competent authorities, 

particularly in areas of safety, health and competent supervision”. 2  

4. Please find attached a copy of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s Preventing 

Unintentional Injuries To Children strategy document and a copy of a chapter 

from: The Right to a Safe Environment by Professor David Stone and Colin 

Moodie which further expand the issues associated with child safety1.  

5. We will be happy to provide further information should it be necessary or 

required.  

Linda De Caestecker  

Director of Public Health, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

26 July 2013 

                                            
1
 The chapter of the book referred to in the submission has not been published by the Parliament in 

accordance with copyright law. 

http://library.nhsgg.org.uk/mediaAssets/PHRU/Preventing%20Unintentional%20Injuries%20To%20Children%20In%20The%20NHS%20Greater%20Glasgow%20%20Clyde%20Area%20%202010.pdf
http://library.nhsgg.org.uk/mediaAssets/PHRU/Preventing%20Unintentional%20Injuries%20To%20Children%20In%20The%20NHS%20Greater%20Glasgow%20%20Clyde%20Area%20%202010.pdf

