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George Adam Clare Adamson 
Jayne Baxter Colin Beattie 
Neil Bibby (Deputy Convener) Stewart Maxwell (Convener) 
Joan McAlpine Liam McArthur 
Liz Smith 
 
 
The meeting opened at 10.03 am. 
 
1. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 

and agreed to-— 
 

 undertake an inquiry into Scotland’s potential educational and cultural future – 
whether there is a yes or no vote – following the independence referendum on 
18 September 2014; 

 delegate to the Convener responsibility for arranging to pay expenses to 
witnesses under the SPCB witness expense scheme; 

 delegate to the convener the selection of alternative witnesses for the inquiry 
in the event of witnesses being unavailable; 

 await the outcome of work being carried out by the Early Years Task Force 
before agreeing its approach to out of school care; 

 hold an evidence session on the preparations underway for qualifications 
under Curriculum for Excellence; 

 take further evidence from the BBC on broadcasting. 

2. Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill (in private): The Committee 
considered correspondence received on school closures relating to written 
evidence from Argyll and Bute Council submitted for the evidence session it 
held on 3 December.  

 
The Committee—  
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 noted the written and oral evidence received on school closures including 
comments made during the stage 2 meeting on 21 January; 

 considered it was adequately informed to consider the amendments, which 
were designed to avoid any recurrence of problems which had happened and 
provide clarity and transparency; 

 agreed that the evidence from Argyll and Bute Council concerning its 
processes around school closures did not influence the approach members 
took on stage 2 amendments; 

 agreed that deliberately misleading a parliamentary committee was a serious 
matter; 

 agreed to take no further action in respect of the written evidence submitted by 
Argyll and Bute Council; 

 agreed to bring this minute to the attention of all relevant parties; 
 agreed to publish a redacted version of the correspondence received, taking 

into account relevant data protection legislation, along with the clerk’s covering 
paper.  

3. Inquiry into procedures for considering legislation (in private): The 
Committee considered correspondence received from the Standards, 
Procedures and Public Appointments Committee on its inquiry and agreed a 
number of issues it wished to highlight. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 12.00 pm. 
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