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Commonwealth Games and Scotland’s Independence Referendum: 2014 
  
Commonwealth Games 
 
The BBC’s coverage of the Olympics last year set a new gold standard for how broadcasters cover 
global sporting events.  It raised audience expectations and our aim is to replicate all the main 
ingredients that made the Olympics such a broadcasting success.  BBC coverage of the 
Commonwealth Games will be the most extensive ever and support for our approach has been 
publicly stated by David Grevemberg, Chief Executive of Glasgow 2014, who recently said: “We’re 
really delighted to see the range and depth of commitment demonstrated by the BBC and which will 
take coverage of the Commonwealth Games to a new and exciting level.” 
 
We plan to broadcast each day from 0600 to just before midnight on BBC One across the UK.  In 
addition, as during the Olympic Games, broadcast hours will be extended on BBC Three, subject to 
the necessary approvals.  The broadcasts will be anchored from a studio built on the banks of the 
Clyde opposite the Hydro, and the Foyer at Pacific Quay.  BBC Breakfast will move from their normal 
Salford base and relocate to Glasgow for the Games’ duration.   
  
In addition to live TV coverage, viewers also want choice.  We produced 24 separate streams of live 
sport for London 2012, to ensure that every sport could be seen live.  We will offer the same level of 
choice for the Commonwealth Games.  We will provide 15 streams via the BBC Sport website 
ensuring that all 17 sports (including para sports) are available to viewers.  Online coverage was 
extremely popular in 2012 and we will be introducing enhancements for 2014.  Among the 
additional features next year will be the ability to easily select videos of favourite moments – 
including medals, interviews, etc. and then share them on social media.  
 
The opening and closing ceremonies will be broadcast live, respectively, from Celtic Park and 
Hampden, and will be presented by Gary Lineker and Clare Balding, with commentary from Huw 
Edwards and Hazel Irvine. 
 
Many of the BBC’s best known presenters - including Hazel Irvine, Gary Lineker, Clare Balding, Gabby 
Logan, Ken Bruce, Susanna Reid, Bill Turnbull, Mishal Husain, Fred MacAulay and Dougie Vipond - 
will front the BBC’s Commonwealth Games coverage for Glasgow 2014. 
 
BBC Scotland’s and BBC Sport’s Games teams will be based in BBC Scotland at Pacific Quay in 
Glasgow for the duration of the Games, working alongside one another to produce BBC content for 
all major TV and radio networks.  BBC Scotland’s Pacific Quay headquarters will be the production 
hub: uniquely, for a global sporting event, the BBC will use its state of the art facilities at PQ as its 
broadcast centre.   
 
Live programming and off-air events will be offered from a specially-constructed venue 
encompassing three performance areas at Pacific Quay.  The venue, BBC@thequay, will offer the 
public interactivity and the opportunity to view the sporting and cultural events on a large screen. 
  
Radio Scotland will deliver live coverage of the opening and closing ceremonies. We aim to provide 
coverage of every Scottish medal winner, with the station responding to all the action as it happens. 
A unique collaboration with Radio 5 Live and Radio Scotland will deliver a daily co-production 
presented by Fred MacAulay and Eleanor Oldroyd. That collaboration starts in December, 2013 with 



the first of the duo’s regular live shows, Get Set Glasgow, broadcast from Pacific Quay on Radio 5 
Live. 
  
Every night during the Games, an extended Sportsound will broadcast live on Radio Scotland 
reviewing, previewing and capturing the heart of the Games; on TV, Reporting Scotland’s late 
bulletin will be extended to bring all the stories from Team Scotland.  
  
It is important to us to bring the spirit of the Games to audiences across Scotland. Our Queen’s 
Baton Relay coverage will aim to do just that as the torch returns to Scotland, bringing the stories 
that occur during the baton’s travels to audiences in Scotland and across the UK. 
 
Delivering Commonwealth Games-related programming throughout 2014 is a major ambition. 
Programmes scheduled for transmission next year include Clydebuilt: The Ships That Made The 
Commonwealth; a Commonwealth comedy; Sport Nation; and Commonwealth City, which looks at 
the re-generation of Glasgow’s East End. River City will feature a Games-related storyline. 
 
In addition to BBC Three sports output, the channel will also broadcast the musical drama, Glasgow 
Girls, while BBC Four and Radio 3 will broadcast the BBC Young Musician of the Year final from 
Edinburgh’s Usher Hall, in May 2014. BBC One will deliver a special concert during the summer of 
2014. 
  
On radio, all the BBC networks (including Radio Scotland) will produce content in the run-up to, and 
during, the Games. Programmes already confirmed – and coming from BBC@thequay in front of an 
audience – are The Ken Bruce Show and Good Morning Sunday.   Who Do You Think You Are? and A 
Question of Sport will bring audience events to BBC@thequay.  There will be a series exploring 
Scotland’s contribution to the Commonwealth, for Radio 2; World on 3 will include a 26-part series 
made by BBC Scotland with recordings of roots music from Commonwealth countries; and there will 
be live and pre-recorded  programmes for Radio 4 and 4xtra. The Asian Network will also broadcast 
from Glasgow during the Games, and deliver live a Bollywood-style musical evening. 
  
BBC ALBA and Radio Nan Gaidheal both have news specials and documentaries planned, including 
one looking at South Uist triathlete Kerry MacPhee’s journey to Glasgow 2014 and A gu U mu 
Ghlaschu (ABC of Glasgow), which looks at the host city through the eyes of the Gaelic community. 
  
The BBC SSO will mark 2014 with violinist Nicola Benedetti and composer James MacMillan joining 
the orchestra and students from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland on their first tour of India next 
year. The visit, in partnership with the British Council, is the centrepiece of the orchestra’s activities 
leading up to the 2014 Commonwealth Games. The SSO will also perform a one-off sports-themed 
concert aided by stars of sport and music for a Friday Night is Music Night special on Radio 2. 
 
Since his appointment as BBC Head of Commonwealth Games 2014, Bruce Malcolm has established 
a core team, responsible for broadcast output in Scotland and across the UK.  More than 30 
additional fixed term posts have, to date, been created to support activity which will include a range 
of factual/cultural output, to complement the 360-plus hours of live TV sport the BBC will broadcast 
during the 11 days of the Glasgow 2014 Games.  This number will increase to approximately 70 over 
the coming months and does not include the hundreds of staff across the BBC who will, as part of 
their normal duties, work on Games programming.  For example, all our Sport and News output will 
be a unique mix of local and network staffing planned to take advantage of complementary skills and 
ensure the most cost-effective solution. 
  



The additional posts created include dedicated Games reporting staff for audiences in Scotland and 
across the UK; a stand-alone production team to follow the Queen’s Baton Relay across all 70 
nations and territories of the Commonwealth; a project team responsible for our international 
schools learning project, Commonwealth Class, which is run in partnership with the British Council 
and the Commonwealth Secretariat; and production staff responsible for BBC@thequay, our major 
cultural broadcast programmes and off-air events venue which will operate for 16 days around the 
time of the Games.   These complement our Sport and News staff who will bring all the live action 
and news coverage in the run-up to, and during, the 11 days of events.  
  
Temporary production and craft roles have been created for events broadcast in the lead-in to the 
Games. These included the live coverage of the Great Scottish Run on 6 October 2103, broadcast 
across the UK on BBC Two, and the launch of the Queen’s Baton Relay on 9 October 2103, also 
broadcast across the UK on both BBC One and the BBC News Channel. Our presenter Mark 
Beaumont has so far presented special programmes from India and Australia, on BBC One Scotland, 
the BBC News Channel and BBC Radio 2. 
  
In terms of training, BBC Scotland recently welcomed 10 new apprentices, the third intake since the 
launch of the scheme in 2011, with apprentices working alongside the Commonwealth Games 
production teams in the delivery of BBC Scotland’s cultural and sporting programme. We are also 
planning a training and outreach programme which will produce a pop-up radio station in 
collaboration between BBC Radio Scotland and the Commonwealth Broadcasters Association. 
   
  
  
Independence Referendum 
In May, the Director General announced an additional £5m investment for our Referendum 
coverage, which will complement our existing news and current affairs output. That additional 
funding is being used for a variety of output. 
 
The output will include twelve special documentaries on TV which will look at the major issues 
involved in the independence debate, the first one broadcasting in late November 2013, with Allan 
Little reporting from the Nordic nations.  

  
Ten planned radio documentaries will offer analysis and provide scrutiny on the major talking points 
raised in the Referendum debate. 

  
We are continuing to develop a new one-stop BBC Online referendum website, ‘Scotland’s Future’, 
which offers features and analysis on a wide range of topics, including Key Events, Parliamentary 
Powers, Your Questions and Young Voices. The site also hosts audio-video content and includes 
fortnightly set-piece interviews with key figures in the debate. 
 

Generation 2014 is an ambitious project which brings together 50 first-time voters from across 

Scotland who will help inform and participate in our Referendum output.  Parallel, though smaller, 

projects are also in place in Northern Ireland and Wales and these, we anticipate, will allow us 

opportunities for cross-nation comparisons on the views, opinions and perspectives of the young.  
 
In the months leading up to the Referendum there will be debates from across Scotland which will 
be broadcast on TV, radio and online. We have appointed a Referendum Editor who, based in Pacific 
Quay, has editorial responsibility for BBC Referendum reporting and output across all platforms.  
 



The additional £5m investment, announced earlier this year by the Director General, has also helped 
to fund around 50 new temporary posts in the newsroom, with 30 individuals already in post and 
recruitment for the remainder presently under way across a range of disciplines, including journalists, 
camera crew and marketing. Those roles also include year-long training for 14 new starts which will 
maintain our commitment to increasing the creative industry’s skill base. These paid posts will 
largely be in the area of research, with trainees working in online, radio and television, not only 
within our Referendum Unit but within our various news rooms, across Scotland, over the course of 
the year.  Mentored by a senior BBC Scotland journalist, and with the support of the online training 
modules available from the BBC’s College of Journalism, they have spent the last couple of months 
undergoing an intense immersion process in preparation for the year ahead.  

  
Though both events are still some way off, the planning and resourcing is in place to ensure that the 
BBC will provide informed, in-depth and authoritative coverage of both. 
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