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SUBMISSION FROM VATTENFALL WIND POWER LIMITED 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Third draft National Planning Framework and Scottish Planning Policy 
statement 

Please find attached Vattenfall’s written evidence to the Scottish Parliament’s 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee on the key questions with regards to the 
third draft National Planning Framework and Scottish Planning Policy statement. 

Vattenfall is a major investor in wind power in the UK and since 2008 has invested 
more than £2 billion building seven on and offshore wind farms around the UK. In 
doing so Vattenfall has supported well over 2,000 jobs in Britain. We see Scotland, 
and more generally the UK, as an attractive growth market for wind power which is 
why we have a number of on and offshore wind farms in development in England, 
Wales and Scotland. This includes the 50 turbine South Kyle onshore wind farm and 
the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre off the City of Aberdeen. 

If there any questions and/or comments with regards to our response, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully, 

Guy Mortimer, Head of Onshore Development Scotland 
For and on behalf of Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd 
 

NPF3 

Vattenfall supports the Scottish Government’s stated intention that NPF3 be viewed 
as a long-term strategy for the spatial development of Scotland which supports 
delivery of renewable energy targets and climate change obligations. Vattenfall is 
particularly encouraged by NPF3’s clear statement that new onshore wind farms will 
have a key role in delivering those targets and obligations as part of a low carbon 
and diverse energy mix.  

Long term infrastructure – economic growth 

We welcome the proposal within NPF3 to prioritise the identification and supporting 
of the development of long-term onshore electricity infrastructure requirements that 
are necessary to realise the opportunities presented by offshore renewables.  

Electricity infrastructure development is strategically important and essential to 
support the sustainable growth of the energy sector and wider Scottish economy. It 
is therefore important that onshore and offshore planning is fully integrated to 
provide a consistent and mutually supportive vision, set of objectives and policies. As 
such, we welcome the Scottish Government’s intention to develop, at a national 
level, a coordinated long-term approach to spatial overlap in the form of the National 
Marine Plan (NMP), the Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and National Planning 
Framework 3 (NPF3). 



2 
 

Scottish Planning Policy 

Vattenfall welcomes the Scottish Government’s intention to use the planning system 
to support sustainable economic growth and the transition to a low carbon economy. 
However, we are concerned that the proposals within the draft SPP are increasingly 
moving Scottish planning towards a presumption against wind farm development and 
away from judging a development on its individual merits. 

Indeed, the draft SPP introduces additional constraints which could slow the rate of 
deployment of onshore wind energy compared to that achieved under the current 
SPP. It is to the credit of the Scottish planning system and Scottish Government 
policy that the renewables sector contributes more than 40% of Scottish electricity 
demand. Whilst the pace of deployment of onshore wind will naturally fall due to 
growing cumulative effects, slowing the deployment of onshore wind too quickly risks 
the successful delivery of the 2020 renewable energy targets and Scotland’s legal 
obligations under the Climate Change Act.  

There are two key areas of increased constraint which bear further examination by 
the Committee: separation distances from communities and wild land mapping. We 
note from the Scottish Government’s recent Position Statement that both are facing 
further scrutiny. This is to be welcomed. Whilst we do not object in principle to wild 
land mapping which has been achieved through a robust methodology, Vattenfall 
believes that the methodology used to draw the current mapping would benefit from 
a degree of further scrutiny and then, importantly, additional ground proofing if it is to 
offer clear and supportive advice to both industry and planners. 

With regard to increasing separation distances to 2.5km from settlements, the 
‘significant protection’ status afforded to 2.5km separation distances is a significant 
departure from its current ‘areas of search’ guidance to local authorities. Whilst we 
welcome the commitment to continue determining schemes within this limit on their 
merits we believe the industry would benefit from greater clarity and evidence from 
the Scottish Government on the rationale for both the increase in distance and its 
enhanced status in the draft SPP. 

Vattenfall has made a specific and ongoing commitment in policy and practical terms 
to support local and national supply chains through its development of wind power in 
the UK. We do this because it makes commercial sense to promote a robust, local 
supply chain. However, there are signs that economic benefit is not sufficiently 
recognised in determinations, particularly in local planning.   

Determining authorities should weigh all of the evidence provided by developers in 
their deliberations, including positive impacts on the local economy. 

In fact, it appears that there has been a diminution in value of ‘economic benefit’ as a 
material consideration from the current Policy to the draft Policy under consideration. 

The current policy states (Par 187) that a number of criteria should be utilised to 
determine wind farm applications including the effect on the local and national 
economy and tourism and recreation interests.  

The draft Policy under consideration has dropped this consideration (see list of 
considerations in paragraph 220) but only makes reference to local employment 
opportunities in paragraph 223. 
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Vattenfall would be keen to see ‘economic benefits’ re-adopted as a material 
consideration in decision making along with other important ‘environmental’ criteria. 
This would help encourage the industry to continue to create jobs and opportunities 
through local supply chain development.  

January 2014 


