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SUBMISSION FROM STRATHCLYDE PARTNERSHIP FOR TRANSPORT 

 SPT broadly welcomes NPF3 and the recognition given to the role of 
transport, and also the specific references to the key role Regional Transport 
Partnerships can and do play in improving the transport network.   

 However, SPT considers that greater prominence should be given within 
NPF3 to the vital role of the west of Scotland strategic transport network. The 
transport network in the west of Scotland, both in terms of infrastructure and 
services, is a key national asset supporting social, environmental and 
economic goals. It brings together rail, bus, road, air, ferries, freight, subway, 
walking and cycling networks. While acknowledging the reference to 
transport and the transport network as part of the Infrastructure Investment 
Plan, SPT would wish to see a more prominent recognition within the main 
body of NPF3 of the importance of achieving a fully integrated transport 
network. SPT would argue that sustained investment in the transport network 
of the west of Scotland over a number of decades has proved to be one of 
the single most important factors in enhancing and consolidating the west of 
Scotland economy during a period of enormous challenge and change.  
More investment and work is needed, for example, in relation to the bus 
network and infrastructure, integration, rural accessibility, freight, and access 
to Glasgow Airport. For these and other reasons, SPT would argue for the 
west of Scotland strategic transport network to be given special status and 
included in NPF3 as a National Development, and similarly Loch Ryan Ports 
to be retained as a National Development.    

 While acknowledging that the content of the sections in the NPF3 Main 
Issues Report on ‘Areas of Co-ordinated Action’ are now referred to 
specifically in relation the low carbon agenda. The removal of specific 
references to the Firth of Clyde and South West Coast as ‘Areas of Co-
ordinated Action’ is a missed opportunity to emphasise the strategic 
importance of action being required in these areas.  

 SPT broadly welcomes the inclusion of Ravenscraig, Airport Enhancements, 
Central Scotland Green Network, High Speed Rail, Metropolitan Glasgow 
Strategic Drainage Partnership, and a National Cycling and Walking Network 
as National Developments. However, in relation to HSR and the National 
Cycling and Walking Network, there is a need to emphasise greater 
integration with the current and future rail network and other transport 
modes.  

 We welcome reference to areas of the west of Scotland in relation to 
Enterprise Areas i.e. Prestwick International, Irvine, and Creative Clyde.   

 SPT welcomes the prominence in NPF3 given to cities and city regions but 
urges greater emphasis on promoting their connectivity at national and 
regional levels.  

 SPT welcomes the inclusion of Ravenscraig as a National Development.   
However we would suggest sustainable travel measures (public transport 
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and active travel) should be referenced in the Description and Statement of 
Need to ensure sustainable connectivity with surrounding areas. 

 SPT welcomes recognition of the role of town centres as transport hubs and 
the call for frameworks for city centre development to focus on improving 
access by public and sustainable travel modes. This coupled with calls for 
increased density of development in locations well served by public transport 
will make best use of existing infrastructure and encourage growth in 
patronage. 

 Sustainable transport accessibility should be a key factor in the decision-
making process about housing.  It is essential to make best use of existing 
transport infrastructure when considering new transport projects and this 
logic should fully extend to decisions about future housing location.  Whilst 
we acknowledge there may be constraints and barriers in certain cities to 
locating housing in areas with good public transport and roads infrastructure, 
Section 2.18 as currently worded appears ambiguous on this principle and 
we would welcome a more specific statement supporting a sustainable 
approach to housing development based on clear national policy.  

 While welcoming the inclusion of the Central Scotland Green Network 
(CSGN) as a National Development, SPT would urge greater integration 
between CSGN and the transport plans of RTPs, local authorities, 
SUSTRANS and others.  

 There should be specific actions to support the role of land use planning in 
meeting climate change targets – this should include, for example, 
promoting towns and cities as preferred new housing sites thereby making 
the best use of existing public transport and active travel routes. 

 If decarbonisation targets are to be met, there should be greater emphasis 
on tackling transport carbon emissions which are the main source of 
emissions, by promoting behavioural change, adapting streets for walking 
and cycling, and promoting, accommodating and investing in public 
transport.  

 While the Key Action to support the role out of charging points is welcomed, 
further actions should be identified to promote the decarbonisation of the 
transport network and achieve behaviour change. 

 Recognition of the importance of cycling is welcomed.  However there should 
be wider recognition with in NPF3 of the role of bus in providing connectivity.  
Bus is by far the main public transport mode for many people, and its 
flexibility as a mode in delivering connectivity should be given higher 
prominence within NPF3. 
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