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SUBMISSION FROM NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

I am writing to the Committee with particular reference to the National Developments 
on which your Committee is seeking views under the remit “To consider the Scottish 
Government’s draft third National Planning Framework (NPF3)”. 

North Lanarkshire Council welcomes the publication of National Planning Framework 
3 and the opportunity to make comment to the Economy, Energy and Tourism 
Committee. We are supportive of the aims of the NPF3 and the scrutiny process 
which is being undertaken to ensure that it is a robust and deliverable document. 

In our submission ‘The case for Ravenscraig as a National Development’ we 
highlighted a number of areas where we considered that the Ravenscraig 
development satisfies several of the criteria used by the Government in its 
consideration of potential National Developments. We contended that the 
Ravenscraig site is of Greater than regional significance.  

North Lanarkshire Council is therefore supportive of the inclusion of Ravenscraig as 
a National Development (page 41) and the recognition that “Redevelopment of this 
site for a range of uses will make a significant contribution to addressing 
concentrations of vacant and derelict land in Central Scotland.” 

We are however concerned to ensure that it is clear that the redevelopment of the 
site is seen as a coherent package of proposals and actions aimed at redefining the 
shape of the wider urban area, allowing the re-emergence of the site as a key 
economic and social driver for Motherwell and Wishaw in particular but also, through 
the scale of the Town Centre element, the wider central Scotland region.  

The Main Issues Report for NPF3 (page 43) defined the development as including 
“New homes, town centre, transport facilities, community facilities and 
business/industrial development”. This reflected very well and in accurate terms the 
type and scale of development envisaged for the site. 

The new description of the proposed National Development states that “We expect 
the outcome to be a sustainable settlement for the 21st century, with jobs, facilities 
and homes, and sustainable transport connections. This will deliver a high quality of 
life and access to opportunities for new residents and nearby communities alike.” 

We are supportive of creating a sustainable location with a high quality of life and 
understand that the new description of the expected outcomes (page 41 at 
paragraph 6.4) reflects the presentational tone and nature of a different type of 
document.  North Lanarkshire Council is, however, of the view that the description 
does not reflect the dual status of the site as a new community and a centre of 
regional and national significance. We are particularly concerned to ensure that the 
role of the new Town Centre is accurately conveyed in the NPF. 

The new Town Centre, operating at a sub-regional scale, is an integral element of 
the regeneration of the site with a key strategic role, formally recognised at a 
regional level since the “Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan 2000, 
First Alteration- Spring 2003, Ravenscraig- Strategic Planning Role” was proposed 
and approved, following a decision at the House of Lords in 2006. 
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Within the successor Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan 
Spatial Development Strategy (approved 2012) it is stated that “Ravenscraig’s 
essential strategic role is to drive forward long-term regeneration and restructuring of 
the southern area of the North Lanarkshire conurbation and provide a new central 
focus and new urban centre for Motherwell, Wishaw and their surrounding smaller 
communities. Effectively, this key project is to create a mixed-use regeneration 
opportunity for the post-industrial economy of that part of Glasgow and the Clyde 
Valley.”  

Ravenscraig Town Centre’s inclusion within the Strategic Development Plan Network 
of Strategic Centres, recognises and supports its important role in providing a new 
urban focus and diverse range of services reflective of the needs of the population of 
the new sustainable settlement, Motherwell/Wishaw corridor and the wider region.  

The retention of the development description contained in the NPF3 Main Issues 
Report or the inclusion of wording which more accurately reflects the scale and type 
of development, particularly the role of the Town Centre, which is expected and 
required to achieve these aims would be welcomed by North Lanarkshire Council.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Shirley Linton 
Head of Planning and Regeneration 
North Lanarkshire Council 
cc. Local Government and Regeneration Committee (via e-mail) 
Stuart Tait, Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Strategic Development Planning  Authority 
(via E-mail) 
January 2014 
 


