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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND TOURISM COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

3rd Meeting, 2016 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 20 January 2016 
 
Present: 
 
Chic Brodie Murdo Fraser (Convener) 
Patrick Harvie Johann Lamont 
Richard Lyle Gordon MacDonald 
Lewis Macdonald Joan McAlpine 
Dennis Robertson (Deputy Convener) 
 
 
The meeting opened at 9.31 am. 
 
1. Budget Strategy Phase 2016-17 (in private): The Committee considered a 

draft report to the Finance Committee.  
 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 

6, on the Enterprise Bill Legislative Consent Memorandum, and item 7, on a 
discussion of evidence heard at today's meeting, in private. 

 
3. Social enterprises and employee owned businesses – witness expenses: 

The Committee agreed to delegate to the Convener responsibility for arranging 
for the SPCB to pay, under Rule 12.4.3, any expenses of witnesses attending 
the forthcoming evidence sessions. 

 
4. Enterprise Bill (UK Parliament legislation): The Committee took evidence on 

legislative consent memorandum LCM(S4) 40.1 from— 
 

Fergus Ewing, Minister for Business, Energy and Tourism, Oonagh Gil, 
Deputy Director, Enterprise and Cities, Geoff Owenson, Senior Policy 
Official, Finance Pay Policy, and Stuart Foubister, Divisional Solicitor, 
Scottish Government. 
 

5. Longannet Task Force: Murdo Fraser declared an interest as a member of the 
Longannet Task Force. The Committee took evidence from— 
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Fergus Ewing, Minister for Business, Energy and Tourism, Scottish 
Government; 
 
Cllr Lesley Laird, Depute Leader, Fife Council; 
 
Hugh Finlay, Generation Director, ScottishPower; 
 
Danny Cusick, Sector Director (Food and Drink, Tourism and Textiles) and 
Location Director, Fife, Scottish Enterprise; 
 
Calum MacLean, PACE Manager, Skills Development Scotland; 
 
Stephen Boyd, Assistant Secretary, STUC. 
 

6. Enterprise Bill (UK Parliament legislation) (in private): The Committee 
agreed to recommend that the Parliament give consent to the legislative 
consent memorandum lodged by John Swinney (LCM(S4) 40.1), and agreed to 
delegate to the Convener and Clerk responsibility for production and publication 
of a short report detailing the Committee's consideration. 

 
7. Longannet Task Force (in private): The Committee reviewed the evidence 

heard at the meeting. 
 
8. Budget Strategy Phase 2016-17 (in private): The Committee considered a 

draft report to the Finance Committee. Various changes were agreed to, and 
the report was agreed for publication. 

 
The meeting closed at 12.00 pm. 
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