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SUBMISSION FROM THE JOHN MUIR TRUST FOLLOWING EVIDENCE 
SESSION ON 5TH FEBRUARY 

The John Muir Trust is grateful for the opportunity to submit some follow-up 
information relating to the evidence session at the Economy, Energy and Tourism 
Committee on 5th February.   This is evidence which was referred to orally but had 
not been in the Trust’s written submission – either because it was new material or it 
was research referred to in answer to the Committee members’ questions. 

REQUESTED PARLIAMENTARY ACTION 

It was suggested that greater clarity could be given about what remedy the Trust is 
seeking, with regard to the omission of a reference to wildest landscapes or wild land 
in the parliamentary NPF3, in contrast to the consultation NPF3 Main Issues Report.   

The Trust requests insertion, into the final NPF3, of the words in the Main Issues Report, 

section 2.18, 

“….we also want to continue our strong protection for our wildest landscapes.” 

 

MSPs WISHED EVIDENCE OF TOURISTS’ VIEWS 

It is frequently suggested that there is no evidence either that people feel industrial -
scale onshore wind developments impact on the characteristics of wildness, or that it 
matters.  However, this does not seem to be true, as the following research 
demonstrates .   

Scottish Natural Heritage, as part of their extensive consultations with regard to wild 
land mapping, alongside the two Scottish National Parks, commissioned this 
research (July 2012)-  

“Public Perceptions of Wildness in Scotland” survey 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/resource/docs/publications/25092012/CNPA.Paper.1843.Pub
lic%20Perception%20Survey%20of%20Wildness%20in%20Scotland.pdf  

“The specific objectives included: 

identifying what people understand to be ‘wild land’; 

identifying which elements of the landscape and the land-cover people consider to 
be 

natural or wild and which they consider to be not, or less wild; and 

identifying the impact of human artefacts in the landscape (eg wind turbines, hill 
tracks, etc)”. 

 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/resource/docs/publications/25092012/CNPA.Paper.1843.Public%20Perception%20Survey%20of%20Wildness%20in%20Scotland.pdf
http://cairngorms.co.uk/resource/docs/publications/25092012/CNPA.Paper.1843.Public%20Perception%20Survey%20of%20Wildness%20in%20Scotland.pdf
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The sample included 1872 people including more than 200 residents.  There were 
three groups – a main sample from across Scotland; a residents’ group and a group 
of members of outdoors organisations. 

Respondents were specifically asked about whether they felt that SNH’s criteria 
(attributes) for wild land captured the essence of wildness well.   All groups felt that it 
did – either quite well or very well.  71% of the residents’ sample felt the attributes 
captured it very well. 

Respondents were asked about the effect of various attributes on wildness.  The 
study states, 

“…built-up areas (small towns and villages) reduces wildness by the most for both 
the main sample and the organisation members, while energy infrastructure in the 
landscape has the biggest negative impact on the perception of wildness for the 
residents sample.”   

However, all three groups regarded both energy infrastructure and built-up 
areas as the most negative impacts on wildness. 

Respondents were asked about the importance of wild areas being protected. 

“Respondents generally considered that it was very important that Scotland had wild 
areas. 

Almost three quarters of the main sample stated this, with only 3% stating that it was 
not at all important. 

However, a greater proportion of the residents sample (83%) and the organisation 
members (93%) stated that they considered that it was very important that Scotland 
has wild areas.” 

86% of the main sample felt that action was necessary to preserve wild land in 
Scotland. 

FURTHER EVIDENCE OF PUBLIC WISH FOR WILD LAND PROTECTION 

A Yougov poll of 2269 UK residents (September 2012), commissioned by John Muir 
Trust, found that 43% of the respondents would be less likely to visit a scenic 
area which has a large concentration of wind turbines whilst only 2% would be 
more likely to visit such an area.   

http://www.jmt.org/news.asp?s=2&cat=Campaigning&nid=JMT-N10737  

A Yougov poll of 1119 Scots (June 2013) asked this question 

“The Scottish Government is consulting the public over whether the 20 per cent of 
Scotland’s landscape that is defined as core wild land – rugged, remote and free 
from modern visible human structures – should be given special protection from 
inappropriate development, for example wind farms.  To what extent do you support 
or oppose these proposals?” 

http://www.jmt.org/news.asp?s=2&cat=Campaigning&nid=JMT-N10737
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40% strongly supported this special protection of wild land and 35% tended to 
support it.  6% tended to oppose or strongly opposed such protection. 

http://www.jmt.org/assets/yougov_wildland_data.pdf  

SNH CORE AREAS OF WILD LAND MAP CONSULTATION 

Naturally the Committee will hope to have SNH’s formal analysis of the responses to 
their consultation before the Committee Report is finalised.  In the meantime, my 
evidence referred to the Trust analysis which found that, out of 410 responses, 329 
(80%) were in favour of inclusion of the CAWL map in Scottish planning Policy, and 
59 (14%) were against it.  

FURTHER BREAKDOWN - 

Those in favour of the wild land map - 

 264 individuals, 

 55 not-for-profit  organisations, (including over 20 environmental and outdoors 
charities; five national government agencies  –  including SportsScotland, 
Historic Scotland and Forestry Commission Scotland; six  local authorities; 
and an assortment of community councils, campaign groups, park authorities 
and academic institutions)  

 10 businesses (mainly small businesses in the environment and tourist sector; 
plus the Speyside Business Alliance, a consortium mainly of distillers; and 
four estates) 

Against the wild land map - 

 9 individuals  

 40 businesses (27 energy corporations, plus 11 property developers, 
landowners and representative bodies such as Scottish Land and Estates 
and the Scottish Property Federation)   

 10 not-for-profit organisations 

The Trust believes these figures from a range of research and analysis demonstrate 
how strongly the public feel about this and how popular good wild land protection 
being embedded in the planning system would be. 

Helen McDade, Head of Policy 
7th February 2014 

http://www.jmt.org/assets/yougov_wildland_data.pdf

