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Impact of planning rules on the energy sector to be probed by the 
Economy Committee 

 
The impact on the energy sector of the third National Planning Framework, 
which sets the context for development planning in Scotland, is to be 
scrutinised by the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee.  
 
The Committee are today calling on businesses, local communities, charities 
and the energy sector for their views on the proposals set out in the third 
National Planning Framework and proposed changes to Scottish Planning 
Policy, which was published today by the Scottish Government.  

The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee will focus their scrutiny on the 
following areas:  

 The use of the Core Areas Wild Land mapping produced by Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) as a key tool to inform future planning for wind 
farm development and more clearly identifies areas to be protected.   

 The proposal to extend the boundary between settlements and areas 
of search for wind farms from 2km to 2.5km; 

 The proposal to develop the capacity for storage of energy to be 
exported;    

 Initiatives to consolidate and develop emerging opportunities to utilise 
onshore reserves of ‘unconventional’ gas, such as shale gas and coal 
bed methane, in ways which are compatible with the protection of the 
environment; and 

 Views on the proposed national developments. 

Convener of the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee Murdo Fraser 
MSP said:  
 
 “A key aim of the National Planning Framework is to allow planning 
authorities to support the energy sector to make the transition to a low carbon 
economy.   

“Our Committee will be examining in detail new restrictions on onshore wind 
farm development in wild land areas of Scotland and also the impact of 
planning priorities on emerging opportunities of unconventional gas, such as 
shale gas.”   



Three other Parliamentary Committees – Local Government and 
Regeneration, Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Energy and Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment - will scrutinise elements of the Framework which 
relate to their remits.  
 
Background 
To submit evidence to the Committee please email 
eet@scottish.parliament.uk by Thursday 30 January 2014.  
 
Media information 
Kirsty Rimmer: 0131 348 6085 
Text Relay calls welcome 
kirsty.rimmer@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Committee information 
Diane Barr: 0131 348 INSERT 
Text Relay calls welcome 
diane .barr@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Public information 

 Telephone: 0800 092 7500  
 Textphone users can contact us on 0800 092 7100  
 We also welcome calls using the Text Relay service  
 Text message: 07786 209888  
 sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk  

 
You can also follow us on twitter @SP_Economy  
 
Like us on Facebook for updates on news and events 
 
Or find out more on YouTube    
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