
 

 
 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW  
Tel: 01463 725000 Fax: 01463 725067 
www.snh.gov.uk 
 

Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba, Taigh a’ Ghlinne Mhòir, Rathad na Leacainn, Inbhir Nis, IV3 8NW 
Fòn: 01463 725000 Facs: 01463 725067 
www.snh.gov.uk/gaelic  

Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh  EH99 1SP 
 
Email:  eet.committee@scottish.parliament.uk  

 
13 February 2014 

 

Dear Mr Fraser 

Core Areas of Wild Land 2013 map 

Thank you for your letter of 6th February requesting clarification of the work we have 

undertaken to prepare the Core Areas of Wild Land 2013 map. 

We are currently preparing our advice to Ministers on the mapping of wild land based on the 

more than 400 responses received to the recent consultation.  A number of these responses 

raised matters regarding the methodology, both critical and supportive of the approach 

taken, and we are giving these careful consideration in formulating our advice.   

Our methodology has involved three main steps:  the systematic analysis of existing data 

using a Geographic Information System (GIS) by applying defined rules; the statistical 

analysis of the results to identify areas with the highest relative wildness of greatest extent; 

and informed judgement to select and define areas of wild land indicated by the analysis.  I 

enclose a non-technical description of the methodology that provides more detail on the 

approach taken. 

Whilst not pre-judging the outcome of the consultation, our current view is that this 

methodology is both robust and fit for purpose for the following reasons. 

 We understand that the 2013 map is the most detailed analysis of wildness that has 

been undertaken to date in Europe, and the methodology has been subject to review by 

SNH’s Scientific Advisory Committee.   

 The map represents a significant step forward from the search areas map SNH prepared 

in 2002 which, although widely used, has limitations. At the same time, the methodology 

used is proportionate.  This is in keeping with the focus of Regulatory reform and reflects 

that we are identifying areas of high wildness and not a statutory designation.   

 Although the experience of wildness is personal and cannot be expressed in absolute 

terms, there is a sufficient commonality of experience and perceptions to enable a set of 

wildness attributes to be identified and mapped.  We have set these out in our policy 
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statement (Wildness in Scotland’s countryside).  Through the testing of these attributes 

with stakeholder groups, their general recognition in the literature and public perception 

survey work, and by looking at the approach taken to wild land by other bodies, we 

believe that they provide a sound basis for identifying wildness and wild land.   

 We have involved a range of stakeholders in developing the approach, including 

consultation on the methodology and results from the first phase of work (which 

produced a national map of relative wildness). The recent consultation will provide a 

further opportunity to review and, if necessary, revise the methodology and wild land 

map.   

You specifically ask “if the methodology allowed for variations of wild land to be included in 

the map?”  The method we have applied mapped the variation of wildness across all of 

Scotland at the outset, producing a map of relative wildness that was consulted on in 2012.  

This provided the basis of the further analysis undertaken to identify the map of Core Areas 

of Wild Land 2013 that was the subject of the recent consultation.  The areas shown on the 

map are considered to be the most significant blocks of wild land in Scotland.  

I hope this answers your questions. Further information on the methodology and the earlier 

consultation we undertook can be viewed on our website: http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-

scotlands-nature/looking-after-landscapes/landscape-policy-and-guidance/wild-

land/mapping/.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Andrew Bachell 
Director of Operations 
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