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SUBMISSION FROM THE ENERGY SAVING TRUST 
 

The Energy Saving Trust is one of the UK’s leading organisations set up to address 
the damaging effects of climate change. We aim to cut emissions of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) – the main greenhouse gas causing climate change – by promoting the 
sustainable and efficient use of energy. The Energy Saving Trust is organised as a 
social enterprise with charitable status and we provide free, impartial information and 
advice1. We have a dedicated office in Scotland and engage with around 250,000 
households in Scotland each year. Our work programme in Scotland is funded by the 
Scottish Government. 
 

Our submission focuses on the key areas of the Energy Saving Trust’s activities and 
expertise –the sustainable use and generation of energy by households, 
communities and SMEs.  
 
Before answering the specific questions posed by the Committee we would like to 
highlight the important role that energy efficiency can play in meeting both Scotland’s 
renewable heat and electricity targets. This is not an area that the Committee 
explicitly asks about but we believe it merits consideration in any discussion about 
the achievability or otherwise of Scotland renewable energy targets.   
 
Increasing household energy efficiency can help to meet both renewable heat and 
electricity targets because these targets are set as a percentage of total demand for 
heat and electricity respectively. As such a reduction in the total demand for heat or 
electricity in Scotland would result in a consequent reduction in the absolute amount 
of renewable heat and electricity that would need to be generated to meet both 
renewable heat and renewable electricity targets. While investment in both energy 
efficiency and renewables will clearly be required to deliver the levels of renewable 
energy generation and carbon emissions reductions envisaged by Scottish 
Government targets, it is worthwhile noting that progress against Scotland’s 
renewable energy targets could be made by simply undertaking action to improve 
energy efficiency (with no associated action to install renewable energy systems).  
 
Moreover investing in energy efficiency is considerably cheaper than investing in 
renewable energy. Energy efficiency can therefore help to deliver renewable heat 
and electricity targets in the most cost effective way and reduce impacts on 
household fuel bills (through a reduction in the costs passed on to consumers and 
through reduced household energy usage) with subsequent positive impacts on fuel 
poverty. 
 
The remainder of our response focuses on the specific questions posed by the 
Committee.  
 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 For more information about the Energy Saving Trust please see: 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Publications2/Corporate/Projects/Independent-and-impartial-advice-based-on-evidence-
and-experience  

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Publications2/Corporate/Projects/Independent-and-impartial-advice-based-on-evidence-and-experience
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Publications2/Corporate/Projects/Independent-and-impartial-advice-based-on-evidence-and-experience
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Targets  

 

 Are the 2020 renewables targets (for electricity and heat) achievable? If 
not, why not?  

 
i) Renewable electricity targets 

 
As noted above our expertise lies in issues surrounding the small scale 
generation of heat and electricity. As such we do not comment here on the 
achievability of Scotland’s renewable electricity targets – because these will 
largely be met by large scale electricity generating technologies.  

 
ii) Renewable heat target 

 
Our experience and expertise in relation to meeting Scotland’s renewable heat 
target relates to: 
 

1) Progress to date. Specifically, the most recent analysis of progress to 
date against this target was undertaken by the Energy Saving Trust on 
behalf of the Scottish Government. 

2) The extent to which the household sector will contribute to meeting 
this target. As noted above our expertise lies in the small scale 
generation of heat and electricity.  

 
These issues are considered in turn below.  
 
Renewable heat target – progress to date 
 
The latest figures produced by the Energy Saving Trust, on behalf of the Scottish 
Government2, show that in 2010/11, an estimated 0.411GW of renewable heat 
capacity was operational in Scotland, producing an estimated 1,696GWh of 
renewable heat energy. This equates to 2.8% of Scotland’s forecast non-
electrical heat demand in 2020.  
 
The equivalent figures for 2008/09, were that 845GWh of renewable heat was 
being generated from a total renewable capacity of 0.23GW. This was equivalent 
to 1.4% of Scotland’s forecast non-electrical heat demand in 2020. The large 
increase in renewable heat capacity between 2008/9 and 2010/11 mostly came 
from increases in installed capacity and output at a small number of large 
(1MW+) wood processing installations, which use biomass primary combustion or 
biomass combined heat and power, often to supply process heat. 
 

The report in which these figures were presented also suggested that, were all 
the projects currently under construction, and 50% of those in planning, to come 
to fruition, in addition to expected micro and small to medium installations, this 
could bring total renewable heat output in Scotland to an estimated 2,733GWh a 
year, or around 4.5% of forecast Scottish 2020 non-electrical heat demand.  

                                                           
2Renewable Heat in Scotland, 2010, A report by the Energy Saving Trust for the Scottish Government 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Business-funding/Renewable-Heat-in-Scotland  

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Business-funding/Renewable-Heat-in-Scotland
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If this rate of growth (the rate of growth between 2008/9 and 2010/11) in 
renewable heat capacity were to continue to 2020 then Scotland would meet its 
renewable heat target for 2020.  
 
The extent to which the household sector will contribute to meeting this 
target 
 
The Renewable Heat Action Plan for Scotland3 provides an ‘illustrative estimate 
of the requirements from each sector to meet the Scottish renewable heat target’ 
as follows:  
• Industry = 45% share of the 11%  
• Commercial = 33% share of the 11% target  
• Domestic = 22% share of the 11% target  
 
The 11% is set against a predicted heat demand in 2020, and 11% of that 
predicted demand (i.e. the target for heat generated from renewables) is 
6,420,000MWh. If, as the Renewable Heat Action Plan estimates, the domestic 
sector were to deliver 22% of the 11% target then that would equate to 
1,412,400MWh of renewable heat being generated in Scottish homes. The 
average heat required by a Scottish home is around 12,000kWh or 12MWh/yr. or 
in a well-insulated4 home 10,300kWh or 10.3MWh/yr. So, 1,412,000MWh would 
be equivalent to the heat demand of around 117,700 homes with average levels 
of insulation, or 137,100 well-insulated homes. In other words, if the 22% of the 
11% target were to be met by the domestic sector then between 117,700 and 
137,000 homes would need to have a renewable heating system installed by 
2020. This figure is broadly in line with the Scottish Government’s target for ‘at 
least 100,000 homes to have adopted some form of individual or community 
renewable heat technology for space and/or water heating’ by 2020’5. 
 
It is worthwhile considering these figures in the context of current numbers of 
renewable heat installations in households in Scotland, and current annual rates 
of installation. We currently know of 7,692 renewable heat installations in 
Scotland. However, these are installations that either a) have received some form 
of Scottish Government funded financial support via the Energy Saving Trust 
(e.g. a loan or a grant or an RHPP payment) or b) have been installed in the 
social housing sector (note: we only have information from around 24% of social 
housing providers). This means that this number (7,692) is likely to be a slight 
underestimate of the actual number of installations in Scotland.  However, it is the 
best estimate we currently have. In addition, our data suggests that 1,879 
households in Scotland receive their heat from renewably fired district heating 
schemes. So, currently at least 9,571 households in Scotland have their heating 
or hot water heated using some form of renewable technology. 

                                                           
3 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/04154534/0  
4
 Note: well-insulated is a weighted average of a cavity-walled home with cavity wall ins, 270mm loft ins, 

draught-proofing and insulated primary pipework, and a solid-walled home with 270mm loft ins, draught-
proofing and insulated primary pipework, but no wall insulation 
5
 As set out in ‘Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting the Emissions Reduction Targets 2010-2022: The Report on 

Proposals and Policies’, Scottish Government, March 2011, see: 
http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21114235/0  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/04154534/0
http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21114235/0
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The Scottish Government needs to ensure that an additional 90,429 (100,000 
minus 7,692) households are renewably heated by 2020 in order to meet their 
100,000 target. This equates to 11,304 households each year over the next 8 
years. 1,674 renewable heat systems were installed in Scottish households in 
2010/11 and 329 to date in 2011/12, and we cautiously estimate that at least 
around 200-300 households will connect to renewably fired district heating 
systems over the next year6. So, a >10 fold increase in installation rates will be 
required.  This represents a significant challenge.  
 
It is important, however, to see the 2020 target in the wider context of Scotland’s 
overall ambition for ‘a largely decarbonised heat sector by 2050, with significant 
progress by 2030’7. In this context it is worthwhile highlighting a recent piece of 
analysis which Element Energy and the Energy Saving Trust undertook for WWF 
Scotland. This analysis explored options for decarbonising Scotland’s domestic 
heating by 2050, and considered what the renewable heat generation mix in 
Scotland’s households could be in 2020 and 2030 under different scenarios of 
overall renewable heat ambition8. WWF Scotland are currently undertaking 
additional work on this report and once this is complete they plan to publish the 
findings – this is likely to be in autumn this year. Given the pertinence of this 
study to this inquiry WWF Scotland have confirmed that they are content for us to 
share some of the key findings and recommendations.  
 
The results of the work suggest that: 

 based on current policy commitments (i.e. Renewable Heat Incentive 
funding to 2015 only) , uptake of renewable heat in Scottish homes will  
fall well short of the levels needed to meet ambitions for decarbonising 
heat supply in this sector9.  

 continued intervention will be needed to support renewable heating 
technologies to beyond 2030, and significant transformation of the 
Scottish heating market will be required over the next 20 years.  

 meeting a stretch ambition of renewable heat contributing 50% of 
domestic heat demand by 2030 (the study’s interpretation of the uptake 
necessary to ensure delivery of a decarbonised heat sector for 
households) will require a greater reliance on renewable heat from district 
heating combined with very rapid ramp up in dwelling-scale renewable 
heat technology sales. 

                                                           
6
 Note: 1) This is based on applications received so far under the Scottish Government funded District Heating 

Loans scheme which is administered by the Energy Saving Trust. 
7
 See:  Climate Change Delivery Plan: Meeting Scotland's Statutory Climate Change Targets, Scottish 

Government, June 2009, see: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/18103720/0  
8
 The 2 levels of ambition considered were: 

- Uptake in line with the Medium abatement scenario described by the Committee on Climate Change 
in the Fourth Budget report. This equates to a renewable heat contribution to total domestic heat 
demands in Scotland of around 2.5% and 30% by 2020 and 2030 respectively. 

- Uptake in line with Scottish Government’s ambition to decarbonise the heat sector in Scotland by 
2050. This is interpreted as 50% penetration of renewable heat in the domestic sector by 2030. 

9
 Note: The Renewable Heat Incentive is a novel policy and consumer reaction to the RHI is highly uncertain. 

Modelling results are therefore indicative only and further work to understand consumer attitudes to such 
support mechanisms is advisable. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/18103720/0
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 a very aggressive insulation rollout programme will be required to upgrade 
the energy efficiency of Scotland’s housing stock. Failure to adequately 
insulate homes could lead to heat pump efficiency values not being 
achieved and undermine medium to long term renewable heat targets.  

 
The report highlights that additional policies (at both a UK and Scottish level) to 
support district heating and microgeneration will be required if Scotland is to 
realise its renewable heat ambitions in the housing sector, and makes a series of 
detailed policy recommendations. These include: increased financial support 
(including an extension of the RHI (or an equivalent support mechanism) beyond 
the current commitment period (2015) to at least 2030), increased use of 
regulation, improving consumer awareness of renewable heating technologies, 
continued provision of advice and support for householders, and improvements to 
the planning process.   
 
To conclude, we believe that it is definitely possible for the housing sector to play 
a key role in delivering Scotland’s 2020 renewable heat target. And evidence 
from the electricity producing microgeneration sector shows that it is possible for 
markets to grow for such technologies in relatively short periods of time provided 
that the right policies are in place (in this case the availability of Feed in Tariffs 
(FiTs) played a key role) – in March 2010 we estimate there were less than 100 
photovoltaic (PV) systems installed in Scottish households.  The FiTs scheme 
began in April 2010 and by the end of January 2012 we knew of over 11,000 
domestic PV systems in Scotland.  However, the challenge that meeting 
Scotland’s 2020 renewable heat target represents should not be underestimated, 
particularly given that whole house renewable heating systems are not as quick 
and easy to install as solar PV panels nor do they have such wide 
applicability.  Guaranteed delivery of targets will require a range of additional 
policies for both renewable heat and energy efficiency at both UK and Scottish 
levels. 
 

 What contribution will achievement of the 2020 renewables targets make 
to meeting Scotland’s CO2 emissions targets (a reduction of at least 42% 
by 2020 and an 80% reduction target for 2050) under the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009?  

 
i) Renewable electricity targets 

 
As noted above Scotland’s renewable electricity targets will largely be met by 
large scale electricity generating technologies, and as such the extent to which 
they will or won’t contribute to meeting Scotland’s CO2 emissions targets falls 
largely outside of our remit.   

 
ii) Renewable heat targets 

 
Our understanding is that some, but not all actions undertaken to meet Scotland’s 
renewable heat target will contribute to meeting Scotland’s CO2 emissions targets. 
Actions that will contribute to meeting Scotland’s renewable heat targets and 
Scotland’s CO2 emissions targets are those that save non-electrically produced 
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heat (e.g. insulating a gas heated property, installing a heat pump in an oil heated 
property etc.)  
 

It is our understanding that actions that save electrically produced heat will not 
contribute to Scotland’s CO2 emissions. This point is discussed in more detail 
below.   

 
a) Saving electrically produced heat – meeting CO2 emissions targets 

 
Actions that save electrically produced heat (e.g. replacing a conventional 
electrical heating system with an air or ground source heat pump, etc.) will not 
contribute directly to meeting Scotland’s CO2 emissions targets. This is because 
these emissions (CO2 emissions from electricity generation) are covered under the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU ETS) – the Europe-wide cap and trade 
scheme for CO2 emissions10.   
 
Such actions (i.e. those undertaken to meet Scotland’s renewable heat target that 
save electrically produced heat) will, however, also contribute to: 

 

 Meeting Scotland’s target to reduce final energy consumption by 12% by 2020 

 Meeting Scotland’s fuel poverty targets and deliver bill-saving benefits to 
householders (note: many of Scotland’s most vulnerable people with the 
highest bills live in electrically heated homes) 

 Reducing absolute CO2 emissions from Scotland’s housing stock 

 Making it easier for EU-ETS participants in Scotland to keep emissions under 
the level of the EU-ETS cap, and in this way indirectly contribute to helping 
meet Scotland’s climate change targets 
 

They will also create a more diverse energy supply and reduce wasted energy 
from transmission and distribution. 

 

 Will increase in demand from electric heat and transport be offset by 
efficiencies elsewhere?  

 
i) Transport 

 

Current analysis undertaken at a UK level suggests that demand for transport may 
not necessarily need to be offset by efficiencies elsewhere. Recent studies that 
we are aware of at a UK level suggest that by 2020 the additional expected 
electricity demand will be less than 1% of the total electricity demand11 , and that 
beyond 2020 (until 2030) there should be sufficient generating capacity to cope 
with the uptake of electric cars as long as their demand for electricity is met by off-
peak generation – allowing spare generation capacity to be used.  

 

                                                           
10

 Emissions covered under the EU ETS are commonly referred to as “traded sector” emissions and emissions 
not covered under the EU ETS are commonly referred to as “non-traded” emissions. 
11

 See: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/EDF%20Energy%20submission%20to%20London%20Assembly%
20-%20EV%20session%200711%20%20UPDATED.pdf and http://www.bis.gov.uk/files/file48653.pdf  

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/EDF%20Energy%20submission%20to%20London%20Assembly%20-%20EV%20session%200711%20%20UPDATED.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/EDF%20Energy%20submission%20to%20London%20Assembly%20-%20EV%20session%200711%20%20UPDATED.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/files/file48653.pdf
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ii) Electric heat 
 

The analysis undertaken by Element Energy and the Energy Saving Trust for 
WWF Scotland also considered the wider impacts of renewable heating 
technology uptake by assessing the impacts on the electricity grid. The work 
concluded that ‘the overall increase in electricity demands (including average over 
the year and peak demands) due to heat pump uptake is expected to be 
manageable within upgrade plans over the next two decades’. However, ‘local 
issues (on distribution networks) could arise where clusters of heat pumps are 
connected’ and this could ‘strain local distribution networks’. The work 
recommended that further research be undertaken to ‘understand the scale of the 
challenge’. 

 

 Has the Scottish Government made any estimation of the overall costs 
of achieving the targets, and identified which parties will bear them?  

 
This question is largely for the Scottish Government to answer and as such we do 
not provide comment.  
 
Challenges 
 

(a) Technology 
 

 Is the technology to meet these targets available and affordable? If not, 
what needs to be done? 

 
The microgeneration technologies that will need to be installed in large numbers of 
Scottish homes if Scotland is to meet its climate change targets are commercially 
available today, and are widely used in other countries. In Sweden, for example 
650,000 heat pumps supply Swedish homes with heat12.  
 
In terms of their affordability, the table below details current costs and payback 
periods of domestic renewable heat technologies. These figures take account of the 
current UK Government financial support for these technologies – the Renewable 
Heat Premium Payment which makes them more cost effective than they would 
otherwise be.   

Technology System 
size 
assumed2 

Average 
installed 
cost13 

Yearly 
saving + 
income 

Simple 
payback 
(yrs) 

RHPP 
level: 

Notes: 

Solar thermal 
– with RHPP 

3.5m2 £5,500 £60 92 £300  

GSHP – with 
RHPP only (off 
gas homes) 

-  £16,100 £380 42 £1,250 
250% 
s.e.4 

ASHP – with 
RHPP only (off 

-  £10,500 £230 45 £850 
220% 
s.e.  

                                                           
12

 See: 
http://downloads.theccc.org.uk/docs/NERA%20Renewable%20Heat%20MACC%20report%20final%20revision.
pdf  

http://downloads.theccc.org.uk/docs/NERA%20Renewable%20Heat%20MACC%20report%20final%20revision.pdf
http://downloads.theccc.org.uk/docs/NERA%20Renewable%20Heat%20MACC%20report%20final%20revision.pdf


8 
 

gas homes) 

Biomass 
(pellet) boiler 
– with RHPP 
only (off gas 
homes) 

-  £15,100 £480 32 £950 
80% 
efficiency 

1 All costs are Scottish-specific and taken from data from the Scottish Government funded and Energy Saving 

Trust managed Scottish home loans/home renewables grants programmes 

2 System size is Scottish specific and sourced as above, and for GSHP, ASHP and Biomass (pellet) boiler the 

system size relates to one that would heat an average home.  

3 Installation costs do not include installing underfloor heating, but they do include an estimate for installing 

radiators in electrically heated homes. 

4 ‘s.e.’ = system efficiency. System efficiency values are based on EST field trial ‘average’ performance. 

 

Clearly these technologies are expensive, and this is why it is important to get the 
right financial incentives in place to support them. The RHI should play a key role in 
doing this.  However, help with upfront costs is also vital, and it will be important that 
the Green Deal and other mechanisms provide such upfront financial support for 
these technologies.  
 

 Are electricity generating or heat producing technologies compatible 
with the need for security of energy supplies? 

 
Yes, both electricity and heat generating microgeneration technologies are 
compatible with the need for security of energy supplies, particularly when they are 
installed alongside energy efficiency measures. While some of these technologies 
still require fossil fuels (e.g. air source and ground source heat pumps require 
electricity) they use it more efficiently that the technologies that they replace, and as 
such their use results in a decrease in demand for energy from the household sector 
and their use therefore makes a positive contribution to wider security of supply 
objectives.  Provided that households or communities that rely on biomass fuelled 
systems use biomass that comes from within the UK, then the use of such systems 
also makes a positive contribution to wider security of supply objectives.   
 

 Are our universities and research institutes fully geared up to the need 
for technological development, innovation and commercialisation? 

 
This is not an area where we have particular expertise.  
 

(b) Supply chain and infrastructure 
 

 Is the supply chain in Scotland in place to meet the targets? 
 
The supply chain, for domestic renewable heat, will require a significant ramping up 
(as noted above a >10 fold increase in installation rates will be required) over the 
coming years if the Scottish Government’s 2020 and wider heat decarbonisation 
targets are to be met. This is clear from the figures presented in our response to the 
first question above. There is however existing experience of a relatively rapid 
transition to new heating technologies in Scotland – the transition from non-
condensing to condensing boilers, and indeed the transition before that – the 
transition to gas central heating.  This evidence should be taken into account when 
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planning for the transition to renewable heating for Scotland’s housing stock. Recent 
work has highlighted that based on this experience Government, manufacturers and 
training providers would need to undertake a considerable programme of activity to 
support a major transition to new heating technologies, and that this is ‘only likely to 
be successful when the installer industry is convinced that existing technologies will 
no longer be acceptable or legal’13.  
 

Also of relevance here is a recent piece of work commissioned by the Scottish 
Government in conjunction with Built Environment Sector Skills Councils and The 
Alliance of Sector Skills Councils (Scotland)14, to enhance the evidence base for 
energy efficiency and low carbon skills in Scotland. This work sets out a summary of 
the main occupational areas relating to energy efficiency and microgeneration and 
provides estimates for the likely numbers of people employed in these occupations 
between now and 2020 and the profile of this employment (i.e. when more/fewer 
people will be required in each occupation), and goes on to highlight skills 
implications. The report goes on to make a series of recommendations and in 
particular highlights that ‘data around the potential impact of energy efficiency and 
microgeneration for the built environment is fragmented in nature, and can be difficult 
to isolate from official data sources. It is therefore challenging to develop projections 
when the exact nature of energy efficiency uptake is far from certain and in this 
context this research needs to be viewed as a starting point.’ 
 

 What further improvements are needed to the grid infrastructure or heat 
supply networks both at a national and a local level? Additionally, are 
we confident that the necessary infrastructure can be developed and 
financed so that Scotland can export any excess electricity generated to 
the rest of the UK and/or the EU? What is the role for the Scottish 
Government here? 

 
This is not an area where we have particular expertise.  
 

(c)  Planning and consents 
 

 Is the planning system adequately resourced and fit for purpose? 
 
Our views on planning relate to the specifics of permitted development rights for heat 
generating technologies, and in particular for air source heat pumps. The Scottish 
Government consulted in 2010 on permitted development rights for air source heat 
pumps. However, as far as we are aware there has been no change to the permitted 
development status of this technology. There is a need for the Scottish Government 
to reach a conclusion about whether, in light of the consultation responses they 
received they view the current requirements – that a householder needs to seek 

                                                           
13

 See: Nick Eyre, Environmental Change Institute, ‘Efficiency, demand reduction or electrification?’ 
Proceedings of ECEEE 2011 Summer Study‘ 
14

 See: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/04142122/2  

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/04142122/2
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planning permission if the air source hat pump would be situated less than 100m 
from the curtilage of another dwelling15 - as appropriate or not.  
 

We also believe that there is scope for local authorities to improve the training of 
planning officers by increasing the resources available for practical training on district 
heating and renewable heat sources. 
 

 How can national priorities be reconciled with local interests? 
 

This is not an area where we have particular expertise. 
 

(d) Access to finance 
 

 Will sufficient funds be available to allow investment in both the 
installation and the development of relevant technologies? What can the 
Scottish Government do to influence this? 

 
As noted in our response to the question above on the affordability of technologies 
financial support from both the UK Government and the Scottish Government is 
likely to be necessary until the costs of renewable heat technologies come down to 
the level of incumbent heating solutions. The RHI and the Green Deal – both UK 
Government policies - will have a key role to play here. The Scottish Government 
has a key role to play in influencing the UK Government to ensure relevant financial 
support policies are sufficient to support the uptake of renewable heat (and 
associated energy efficiency measures) in Scotland, and where UK policies do not 
go far enough the Scottish Government has a key role to play in filling the gaps.   
 

 What will the impacts be on consumers and their bills? 
 
As noted above household energy efficiency can help to meet both renewable heat 
and electricity targets. Installing these measures will also save householders money 
on their gas and electricity bills. For example, installing loft insulation in a virgin loft 
can save up to £175 per year (and pay for itself in up to 2 years) on a household’s 
heating bill, and installing cavity wall insulation can save up to £135 per year (and 
pay for itself in under 3 years).  
 
The Committee may also be interested in a DECC report from July 2010 entitled 
‘Estimated impacts of energy and climate change policies on energy prices and bills’ 
which can be found at:  
http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/what%20we%20do/uk%20energy%20supply/23

6-impacts-energy-climate-change-policies.pdf  

 

(e) Skills and workforce development 
 

 Will Scotland have sufficient home-grown skills to attract inward 
investment? Are current policies producing the desired move towards 

                                                           
15

 Note: Recent changes to the permitted development status of air source heat pumps in England means that 
the equivalent distance under which planning permission would be required is 1 metre.   

http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/what%20we%20do/uk%20energy%20supply/236-impacts-energy-climate-change-policies.pdf
http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/what%20we%20do/uk%20energy%20supply/236-impacts-energy-climate-change-policies.pdf
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Science Technology Engineering and Maths subjects at schools and 
universities? Is the skills transfer from the oil and gas sectors being 
realised? 

 
This is not an area where we have particular expertise. 
 

(f)  Energy market reform and the subsidy regime 
 

 Are the reforms of the energy markets and subsidy regimes at both UK 
and EU level sufficient to meet the challenge of the Scottish 
Government’s renewable targets? 

 
This is not an area where we have particular expertise. 
 

Elaine Waterson, Strategy Manager 

Energy Saving Trust 

29 February 2012 


