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Dear Derek, 
 
Thank you for providing oral evidence to the Committee on the third draft National 
Planning Framework (NPF3) and the review of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) on 5 
February 2014.   
 
Your evidence session, and that of the other panels, raised a couple of issues on 
which the Committee would appreciate some clarification. 
 
The Committee would appreciate a reassurance that the methodology used to create 
the Core Areas Wild Land map is scientifically robust and has been rigorously tested.  
We also seek clarification of the weight that planning authorities are expected to 
attach to the areas identified in the Core Areas Wild Land map when considering 
onshore wind farm planning applications. 
 
In your evidence you indicated that you are looking again at the proposal to increase 
the separation distance between settlements and areas of search for wind farms 
from 2 km to 2.5 km.  Could you confirm when a final decision will be made and 
whether this will be within the 60 day parliamentary scrutiny period? 
 
Finally, you indicated that the recently convened Independent Expert Scientific Panel 
on Unconventional Oil & Gas is to consider as part of its remit whether there should 
be a buffer zone between communities and onshore unconventional gas extraction, 
and if so, the ideal distance.  I would appreciate it if you confirm when the panel will 
report, if the report will be made available to the Committee, and if it will be within the 
60 day parliamentary scrutiny period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Given the Committee’s short timescale for reporting to Parliament on the draft NPF3 
and SPP I would appreciate a response as soon as possible. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener  
 


