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17 January 2014 

Dear Derek, 
 
Thank you for confirming that you will provide oral evidence to the Committee on 
Wednesday 5 February on the third draft National Planning Framework (NPF3) and 
the review of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP).  
 
As you are aware the Committee will focus its scrutiny on the following issues within 
its remit: 
 

 The use of the Core Areas Wild Land mapping produced by Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) as a key tool to inform future planning for wind farm 
development and to more clearly identify areas to be protected; 

 The proposal to extend the boundary between settlements and areas of 
search for wind farms from 2km to 2.5km; 

 The proposal to develop the capacity for storage of energy to be exported;    

 Initiatives to consolidate and develop emerging opportunities to utilise onshore 
reserves of ‘unconventional’ gas, such as shale gas and coal bed methane, in 
ways which are compatible with the protection of the environment; and 

 Views on the proposed national developments. 
 

The Scottish Government’s SPP Position Statement indicates that in a number of 
these areas information is not available at the present time.  I would therefore 
appreciate it if you could confirm that the following information will be available to the 
Committee during the 60 day parliamentary scrutiny period, and more specifically, 
prior to the evidence session on Wednesday 5 February 2014. 
 

 The responses to, and the analysis report for, the Core Areas Wild Land Map 
consultation. 

 The research on the community separation distance which was carried out by 
ClimateXChange and the University of Dundee.   



 

 The findings of the Independent Expert Scientific Panel on its consideration of 
the evidence on unconventional oil & gas. 

 
Kind regards, 

 
 
Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener  
 


