
SUBMSSION FROM THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 

COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO UNDEREMPLOYMENT - CORRECTION 
 
When I attended Committee on 27th February to discuss underemployment, Rhoda 
Grant asked about a graduate who was struggling to find employment appropriate to 
his qualification.  I advised her that the individual concerned may wish to use an 
Individual Learning Account (ILA) to access training to keep his skills up to date.  
This was incorrect.   
 
I had advised that the individual concerned may wish to use an Individual Learning 
Account (ILA) to access training to keep his skills up to date, however this was not 
correct. In 2011, changes to ILA eligibility were made to reflect our need to target 
skills development support at those who are unemployed or in low paid employment 
with low skiills levels, so from that time, graduates ceased to be eligible for ILAs. I 
would therefore ask that the record be amended to reflect the correct position". 
 
It remains crucial to us however, that graduates have the opportunity to access 
employment that is appropriate to their skills levels.  One successful route can be by 
gaining relevant work experience through internships.  In the last year the Scottish 
Government has supported a range of paid internship opportunities including Adopt 
an Intern Ltd, the Talent Scotland Graduate Placement Programme, the 
Environmental Placement Programme, Third Sector Internships and a Chamber of 
Commerce Project to help young graduates into work with small businesses.  
Scottish students can also benefit from the UK Graduate Talent Pool initiative.  For 
the coming year work is underway to streamline graduate recruitment schemes, 
building on the lessons learned from current programmes.  
 
I would be happy to provide further information on any of these programmes and to 
provide an update to Committee on the progress to streamline this support in the 
coming year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require anything further on 
this matter. 
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