
SUBMISSION FROM GLASGOW AIRPORT LIMITED 

This submission is in response to the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Committee’s call for views on the Scottish Government’s draft third National 
Planning Framework (NPF3). The response may also be relevant to the 
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee. 

Glasgow Airport commends the Scottish Government on the publication of NPF3 and 
welcomes designation of the airport and surrounding area as a national development 
and the recognition of the airport’s significant existing and future potential economic 
contribution as one of Scotland’s key infrastructure assets. 

However, we are extremely concerned by the removal of references to surface 
access improvements at Glasgow Airport in the version of NPF3 laid before 
Parliament and would call for reinstatement. The need and support for surface 
access improvements at Glasgow has been a constant theme of the National 
Planning Framework since it was first published in 2004. That document stated: 

“Airports are also important economic development generators and 
improving surface access to Edinburgh and Glasgow airports is a 
national priority.” 

Published in 2009, NPF2 noted that: 

“Ports and airports providing international freight and passenger links 
will need to be supported by an effective road and rail infrastructure... In 
promoting enhancements at our airports, the Scottish Government is  placing 
emphasis on measures which improve surface access by public 
transport.” 

“Improvements in surface transport access” was included in the ‘description of 
development’ and the need to support airport enhancements articulated as follows: 

“Scotland’s airports are essential elements of national infrastructure. 
Given Scotland’s geographical position, good air links are vital for 
international connectivity and competitiveness.” 

In the most recent precursor to the draft NPF3 – NPF3 Main Issues Report (MIR) – 
the inclusion of surface access improvements was again reiterated: 

“Improved surface transport access to Glasgow Airport was supported in 
NPF2 and remains part of a proposed national development in NPF3.” 

In addition, a wide range of policy documents including Renfrewshire’s Local 
Development Plan, the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Strategic Development Plan, the 
final report of the Glasgow Economic Commission and the recent Davies 
Commission Interim Report all converge on the need to improve surface access at 
Glasgow Airport. 

There has been encouraging progress with a STAG based study being undertaken 
by Glasgow Airport in partnership with Glasgow City Council, Renfrewshire Council 
and Transport Scotland. NPF3 must make reference to improving surface access at 
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Glasgow Airport to enable the outcomes of this study to be developed in a 
constructive manner by the partners. 

If required, we would welcome the opportunity to assist Parliament in its 
consideration of NPF3.  

Yours faithfully 

Ross Nimmo MRTPI 
Planning and Development Manager 
Glasgow Airport Limited 
January 2014 


