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SUBMISSION FROM COUNCILLOR JOAN PATERSON, FALKIRK COUNCIL 

My name is Joan Paterson and I am a councillor representing the Grangemouth 
ward of Falkirk Council. 

You will be aware that Grangemouth is identified for two national developments: a) 
New coal fired power station, b) new freight handling facilities.  The scope of these 
developments is set out in Annex A.  The impact upon the local residential 
community would be very significant. 

The committee should be aware that Grangemouth is a community of approximately 
17,000 people.  It has the largest petrochemical and chemical complex in Scotland.  
Grangemouth has Scotland’s busiest port.  Much of the town is constrained by many 
major hazard consultation zones.  Scottish ministers have recently granted Section 
36 consent under the Electricity Act for a 100 MW Biomass power station.  Air quality 
in the town is poor. 

I therefore welcome the comment in paragraph 3.40 Grangemouth, “…. The area 
includes many communities who have long lived adjacent to significant industrial 
activities and it will be important to ensure that their living environment and quality of 
life are protected and enhanced.” However this must be given practical meaning with 
appropriately worded caveats being included in Annex A. 

I am not against further development in Grangemouth.  It is important that more jobs 
be created.  However, with such a concentration of existing and proposed large-
scale industrial developments, all of national importance, such development must be 
carefully managed. 

I appreciate that being identified as a national development does not grant consent.  
Any detailed proposals will still need the appropriate approval and the local authority 
and community would be involved.  However, without appropriate caveats in Annex 
A, any promoter will always be able to argue that there is a national need and they 
have done what is reasonably possible to minimise any impacts.  Without such a 
caveat, the people of Grangemouth and the local authority will have a very weak 
negotiating position. 

It is not fair on the people of Grangemouth to expect them to tolerate inevitable 
impacts in the national interest, where no detailed studies have been provided in 
advance of the proposed developments. 

I respectfully request that the committee asks the Scottish Government to amend 
Annex A to give practical meaning to the intention set out in paragraph 3.40 quoted 
above. 

I am happy to provide the committee with more details if considered helpful. 

 

Joan Paterson 
Councillor 
Grangemouth Ward 
Depute Leader Falkirk Council 


