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UNISON Scotland response to request for further information from the 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee Meeting - 12 June 2013 

 

Planning staff survey results 

Please find the link to the survey briefing I referred to this morning on planning staff 
concerns. 

http://www.unison-
scotland.org.uk/briefings/b035_BargainingBrief_CutsInPlanning_Jun2013.pdf 

  

Primary Authority Partnerships 

On primary authorities I have just received some feedback from colleagues in 
England. They say: 

  

“In our recent survey of members in trading standards concerns were expressed 
about primary authority: 

  

a)    Because in some authorities the service was very reliant in funding terms on 
the money coming in from the agreement – leading to worries about what 
would happen to the service if the company decided to withdraw the 
agreement – and concerns about possible conflicts of interest arising from 
that. 

b)    Primary authority agreements require the service to deliver value for money 
for the company – but that activities undertaken might be things the company 
would do anyway taking time and resources away from prevention and 
enforcement work elsewhere. 

  

On the plus side they do enable streamlining of enforcement activity – on the 
downside as the cuts bite information and intelligence sharing is suffering. They can 
also cut across local accountability mechanisms.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unison-scotland.org.uk/briefings/b035_BargainingBrief_CutsInPlanning_Jun2013.pdf
http://www.unison-scotland.org.uk/briefings/b035_BargainingBrief_CutsInPlanning_Jun2013.pdf
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Examples of local enforcement guidelines 

Legislation is set in parliament and local authorities have no power to amend or 
modify legislation. However each authority will have developed its own strategy for 
enforcement of legislation and this will likely vary due to a number of influencing 
factors: staffing levels, inspection priorities, geographical area, population, audit 
requirements, rural or urban areas, etc. Authorities publish guidance to set out how 
they will implement the legislation.  

In response to your request for examples UNISON conducted a brief survey of local 
authority planning departments. We selected house building guidance comparing an:  

 island authority : Orkney http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-

Directory/P/planning-and-the-environment.htm 

 rural authority : Argyll and Bute http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/node/37 

 suburban authority: East Renfrewshire 

http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1558 

 urban authority: Glasgow 

http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3338 

 

These areas provide an overview of the Scotland’s planning landscape. 
Unsurprisingly given their differences in geography, population density and economy 
there are substantial difference in their guidance and the support they are able to 
offer to those applying to house build in their areas.  

The most obvious issue is that Argyll and Orkney have guidance of septic tanks 
whereas the expectation in the east Renfrewshire and Glasgow is that new units will 
be connected to the sewerage system. 

In Glasgow and East Renfrewshire, the guidance reflects the fact that their planning 
departments are dealing with projects for building substantial developments whereas 
Orkney is focused more on one-off builds. While all give guidance of developments 
fitting in to the “look” of the area where building is planned they deal with this in very 
different ways. 

In Orkney the guidance is very detailed, specifying that houses should be 
rectangular, not square, the angle and colour of the roof, the shape of windows. 
They do though encourage modern design. There can be no roadside developments, 
nor any “ribbon developments”. There are to be no builds which would add a 
“suburban” look to the area. Clearly the opposite is the case in the suburbs.  

Argyll and Bute, which relies substantially on tourism and the natural beauty of the 
area to sustain that industry, is keen to maintain its “look” too. They do though have 
a housing shortage and are keen to encourage house building. Their guidelines 
therefore focus on encouraging small to medium developments in areas where there 
are already settlements. They do not want any development that would radically 
change population numbers in settlements given that that would impact on the 
lifestyles of current residents. Like Orkney Argyll and Bute want to avoid anything 
that would suburbanise the countryside. Given the nature of the road system no 
development will be allowed that creates on road parking, children playing near busy 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/P/planning-and-the-environment.htm
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/P/planning-and-the-environment.htm
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/node/37
http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1558
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3338
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roads or the need for pavements.   Argyll and Bute guidance for retail development is 
also focused on maintaining the look of towns and villages so guidelines advise 
against illuminated and plastic fascias on shops, there is presumption against 
canopies and where they are allowed the size and shape is also specified.  

Glasgow’s house building guidance links to its plans for regeneration. They therefore 
have set out four areas where they wish to see building. Beyond these areas they 
are keen to promote wider building on other brown field sites and conversions of 
other properties such as industrial units no longer suitable for modern workspaces. 
Unsurprisingly Glasgow allows for a much wider variety in its house design 
guidance. Orkney looks for buildings to be unobtrusive and hidden in the landscape. 
This is not an issue as such in an urban environment. Glasgow therefore focuses on 
proportions, so the height of building must be within certain boundaries round the 
width of the existing or planned streets. (1:1.5 and 1:3) Higher builds are allowed in 
central areas but if you want to build higher than 6 storeys then there are extra rules; 
developers must plant street trees, have wider streets and take action to mitigate on 
street parking. Glasgow wants houses looking out on public spaces, including streets 
and small street blocks. In order to prevent front gardens being used as parking 
spaces in the long term front gardens should be between two and four meters. 
Glasgow also states parking space ratios for residents and visitors for any new 
developments.  

Unlike Argyll and Bute and Orkney whose guidelines are about avoiding a suburban 
look East Renfrewshire will not allow “backland” development: new builds must have 
roadside frontage. They are looking to support house builders to create larger 
developments, like Glasgow on brown field sites as maintain what green space they 
still have is a high priority. They also focus heavily on rules for conversions and 
extensions. Where units are closer together this is clearly significant as expanding 
properties can impact on near neighbours much more directly than in rural areas. 
Height restriction for new builds is lower than Glasgow and anything above three 
stories will require tree planting. Housing developments in East Renfrewshire must 
maintain a clear hierarchy of public, semi private and public space.  This is not 
mentioned by the other authorities looked at but reflects the need for privacy and 
clear boundaries where people live close together in housing developments. New 
developments must also include pay areas for children: one play areas for every 20 
units and one with play equipment for every 50 houses.   

All of the guidance papers set themselves in the context of appropriate legislation 
and refer to relevant sections of the Acts to explain the reasons for the guidelines. 
While we have not provided details on the guidelines in other areas in this response, 
other regulatory responsibilities like Environmental Health and Food Safety operate 
in the same way.  

I hope you find this information useful.  

 

Dave Watson  
UNISON 
June 2013 
  


