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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH AND SOUTHERN ENERGY 

SSE is a UK owned and based energy company. It is involved in the generation, 
transmission, distribution and supply of electricity and the production, storage, 
distribution and supply of gas. 

SSE is currently investing the equivalent of £4m every day in low carbon sources of 
energy and the infrastructure to support it. Its investment plans to 2015 will see it 
invest more than it makes in annual profit.  

SSE welcomes the opportunity to provide evidence to the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Committee on parts 1, 3 and 4 of the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill. 

In principle, SSE welcomes the Scottish Governments efforts to improve the 
consistency in the exercise of regulatory functions in Scotland and strongly supports 
efforts to promote sustainable economic growth. 

As many aspects of the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill which will impact on 
SSE’s operations are contained within part 2 of the draft Bill, we have submitted 
evidence to the RACCE committee in this regard.  To that end, please consider this 
response in relation to sections 1, 3 and 4 of the draft bill. 

In particular, the main aspect of which SSE would like to comment on is in regard to 
Marine licensing decisions.  

Part 3, Marine licensing decisions 

Our view on the proposed statutory appeal procedure is that the projects to which 
this would apply are of national importance.  As such the Electricity and planning 
acts make specific provision (through ss36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (as 
amended)) for the Scottish Ministers to make the ultimate decision on the relevant 
applications.   

During the lengthy development process (pre-scoping through to consent decision 
and beyond), significant effort is put into consulting with statutory stakeholders, the 
general public, NGOs and other consultees. These consultations shape the 
development design and key issues are recorded in Environmental Statements, 
Consultation Statements, Gap analysis reports etc. This provides ample opportunity 
for interested parties to comment on developments and shape their design. Scottish 
Ministers, Marine Scotland and statutory consultees are provided with information 
and updated on progress regularly, and consider all comments received by 
interested parties in their final consent decision. We feel that their decision should 
therefore be final. 

Whilst SSE recognise that the Scottish Government’s intention is to reduce the time 
taken for appeals to be determined regarding Marine Licensing decisions, regardless 
of the outcome of the new proposal to extend statutory appeal mechanisms to the 
Inner House of the Court of Session appeals could still be brought forward via 
Judicial Review.  Therefore, extending the appeal process has a real danger of 
prolonging the decision making even further. 
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With the Scottish offshore wind industry still in its infancy, SSE believes it is crucial 
that no unnecessary barriers are introduced which may delay or even prevent future 
development. 

Part 1, Regulatory Functions 

The draft bill provides Ministers powers to make ‘any provision which they consider 
will encourage or improve consistency in the exercise by regulators of regulatory 
functions’. 

Whilst SSE understand and support the Government’s intention here, we believe it is 
crucial that any changes to regulations are fully consulted on, not just with those 
parties Scottish Ministers consider appropriate.  Any changes to regulation should 
only be introduced following an open consultation period, in which any interested 
party can comment on the proposed changes. 

 


