
1 

 

SUBMISSION FROM THE REGULATORY REVIEW GROUP 

The Regulatory Review Group (RRG) would like to offer the following observations in 
response to Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee’s call for evidence on the 
Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill.  RRG is an independent business-led committee1 
which works to promote and develop a culture and environment where both business 
and Government work together to create better regulation for all.   

The RRG works with the Scottish Government to actively promote an improved 
regulatory landscape.  From an early stage, we have been involved in informal 
discussions and stakeholder events with policy officials and the Minister for Energy, 
Enterprise and Tourism to influence thinking and development on the Bill, to ensure 
that it delivers the principles of better regulation, and consistency in particular.   

As noted in our response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on Proposals for 
a Better Regulation Bill, consistency in delivery and implementation are key factors 
in supporting business competitiveness.  Issues around inconsistent interpretation, 
implementation and enforcement of regulation frequently come to the attention of 
RRG.  The need for improved consistency has been highlighted often: 

 Our review of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 found inconsistency across 
Scotland in respect of the cost and licensing application process which placed 
unnecessary burdens on both business as well as local authorities.  Similar 
inconsistencies in respect of public entertainment and street traders licensing 
have also been raised with RRG.   

 Most recently, our review of the Knife Dealer’s Licensing Scheme found 
inconsistency in approach across local authorities in both process and cost, 
placing unnecessary additional burdens on business.  The absence of official 
guidance in respect of the definition of domestic / non domestic knives, for 
example, resulted in both uncertainty and inconsistency. 

The example of street trader licence applications for mobile food business, contained 
within the Consultation on Proposals for a Better Regulation Bill, provides another 
real example of the burdens and costs which an inconsistent approach to regulation 
can bring to business, and small business in particular.  We therefore welcome the 
proposed changes to the requirements for certificates of compliance required for 
street traders licences, which alongside new national standards should deliver a 
Scotland-wide and consistent approach, delivering benefits for both business and 
licensing authorities. 

While recognising that good examples of consistency exist, and that decisions need 
to be taken at the right level, a Scotland-wide consistent approach can provide 
greater efficiency and effectiveness.  Decisions need to be made in the right place 
and level, and in many cases that may be very local, but consistency in process and 
procedures is clearly required to support and deliver better regulation.  

Respecting the principles of better regulation requires an approach that ensures 
regulation is transparent, proportionate, consistent, accountable and targeted only 
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where needed.  Regulation is necessary to provide protection but it also has an 
important role in driving competitiveness and economic growth – the Government’s 
main purpose.  Ensuring regulators consider the contribution of their regulatory 
activity on sustainable economic growth, while finding the appropriate balance 
between economic and other regulatory objectives, is key to this. 

RRG would be happy to engage further with you on this as your considerations 
progress.  

 

Professor Russel Griggs OBE 
Chair, Regulatory Review Group 

 


