
 
 

 
 

Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee: Request for Additional Evidence 
 

 
1. As requested by the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee please find additional 

evidence from COSLA below. 
 
Local Variation 

2. COSLA have consistently argued throughout the Bill process that we support increased 
consistency and the introduction of national standards when appropriate but that local 
communities should remain empowered and have the right to differing standards to 
reflect different local circumstances and desired outcomes. 

 
3. There are many reasons why it can be appropriate to have local variations with regards 

to regulations, there may be different local priorities as set out in SOA’s, different local 
inequalities that need to be addresses or there may local issues with specific types of 
businesses which require a different approach or standards. 

 
4. Local authorities rightly make local decisions as to whether to approve liquor licences 

dependant on local circumstances looking at health, crime, community wishes and the 
economy. Local authorities also take targeted action when they are faced with issues 
that are important to communities, for example several councils have strong 
enforcement policies regarding doorstep selling where this has been a concern locally. 
Similarly some communities are more likely to be targeted by illegal money lending or 
pay day loans and therefore it is appropriate for councils to react differently, as shown 
by the recent Glasgow City Council initiative. 

 
5. Equally there are times when local authorities should have the flexibility not to regulate 

businesses where they do not present any problems locally. A good example of this is 
the Knife Dealers Licensing. The intention of this was to reduce knife crime by requiring 
those who sell non-domestic knives to have a licence however, as the recent review 
reports, it has resulted in a disproportionate effect in rural areas with a significant 
number of licenses being needed for establishments in areas such as the Highlands 
(22 licences) which have high levels of hunting and fishing but low levels of knife crime 
and a very small number in Glasgow (2 licences) which does have serious problems 
with knife crime. Indeed, the review of the Knife Dealer Licensing scheme 
recommended that consideration should be given as to whether the knife dealer’s 
licensing scheme should be discretionary rather than mandatory. As a discretionary 
scheme it could be used by local authorities in a more proportionate and targeted 
manner which also takes account of local circumstances. 

 
6. Moreover there are times when local authorities in particular areas seek to encourage 

particular types of activities or businesses or important local cultural events. For 
example, T-in-the-Park faces high charges for its public entertainment licenses while 
the Leuchars air show has minimal costs, this is due to the different decisions made by 
councils as to whether some events should be subsidised and supported by the 
councils due to impact they have on local communities. Similarly due to high demand 
in Edinburgh during the festivals street traders licences are regulated more closely and 
may be subject to more conditions, this is to ensure that local and visiting people 
experience high quality and to keep a level playing field to prevent unscrupulous 



 
 

businesses taking advantage of the increased tourism and damaging other legitimate 
businesses. 

 
Primary Authority 

7. In relation the proposal to extend the ability to contract Primary Authority relationships 
to devolved regulatory matters as part of stage two amendments COSLA understands 
that a consultation will be published in the near future and will respond in full to that. To 
inform our response we intend to hold an event for local authorities to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of such arrangements. 

 
8. We would not wish to pre-empt the outcome of the full discussion at our event 

however, our initial view is that we find no difficulty with this proposal as local 
authorities can chose whether to enter into this relationship and in return businesses 
provide resources which enable the relationship to be a success. For example, 
Glasgow City Council have a primary authority agreement with Arnold Clark, who 
provide resources enabling the employment of two officers for 80% of available time to 
deal with and advise on regulatory issues solely for Arnold Clark. As a result both 
partners value the relationship which has assisted in preventing any issues arising and 
thereby assist in compliance with all the relevant legislation. However we are aware 
that there needs to be a balance between advice and enforcement to ensure that the 
relationship is a success for all parties.  

 
Fixed Penalty Notices for Litter 

9. At this time we do not have a view on extending the power to issue fixed penalty 
notices for litter to other bodies, local authorities are already able to do this and council 
officers use this power when appropriate. 

 
10. We understand that the Scottish Government will be consulting on Scotland’s first 

national litter strategy this year which will consider the responsibilities of all agencies 
with regards to litter. We will be responding in full to this consultation. We would hope 
that this issue will feature as part of that and once we have seen the proposals to 
extend this power in greater detail this will enable consideration with the agencies 
concerned. 


