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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) targeting criteria and (b) keywords it is using to promote the firstminister.gov.scot website. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2015 (S4W-27395) 

John Swinney: (a) The keyword searches for firstminister.gov.scot are targeted to people in 
Scotland. 

(b) The keywords used to promote the website are:  

Ministers of Government 
Ministers of the Government 
Nicola Sturgeon Twitter 
What is the Scottish Government 
Nicola Sturgeon profile 
First Minister Questions 
Scottish First Ministers 
Nicola Sturgeon email address 
Nicola Sturgeon biography 
How to contact Nicola Sturgeon 
Email Nicola Sturgeon 
Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon picture 
Contact Nicola Sturgeon 
First Minister 
How to email Nicola Sturgeon 
First Minister Scotland 
Nicola Sturgeon contact 
Who is Nicola Sturgeon 
Nicola Sturgeon 
Sturgeon Leader 
First Ministers 
Scottish Parliament First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon 
Scotland First Minister 
Who Is The Scottish First Minister 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of the £146 million superfast broadband budget it has spent on upgrading broadband in 
Orkney. 

 (S4W-27666) 

John Swinney: The Highlands and Islands Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband contract is geared 
towards maximising coverage across the region, rather than having specific amounts allocated to each 
local authority area. Therefore there is no budget allocation for Orkney and the budget is not broken 
down by local authority area. 

By the end of September 2015, Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) will have paid £65 million of 
the project’s total £146 million budget, which can be broken down to £49.7 million on backhaul and 
£15.3 million on access. These figures take account of the £29.6 million spend on subsea cabling 
which includes the cable to Westray. 

The project will reach at least 84% of premises in the HIE region by the end of 2016. This includes at 
least 75% of premises in Orkney. Without the intervention of the project, only 21% of premises in the 
HIE region would have been covered by the commercial market, with no planned commercial 
coverage at all in Orkney. 

 



John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-27546 by Roseanna Cunningham on 23 September 2015, whether it will 
provide a breakdown of how the £104 million will be allocated. 

 (S4W-27667) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23791 on 20 January 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many women have registered as self-employed in each year since 2008, broken down by local 
authority area. 

Holding answer issued: 30 July 2015 (S4W-26528) 

Fergus Ewing: The statistics available are provided in the following table. The statistics are sourced 
from the Annual Population Survey.  

Female Self-Employment Level by Local Authority Area, aged 16+, Scotland, 2008 to 2014 

Local Authority Area 
(Residence Based) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Aberdeen City 2,700 1,700 2,500 2,500 3,500 2,400 2,700 

Aberdeenshire 5,400 5,500 6,200 6,200 4,800 3,900 6,100 

Angus 2,300 2,400 2,500 2,500 2,200 2,300 2,700 

Argyll and Bute 1,900 2,000 1,900 2,000 2,100 2,400 2,700 

Clackmannanshire 700 700 700 600 1,100 800 1,000 

Dumfries and Galloway 3,400 2,400 2,500 2,700 3,600 3,900 3,800 

Dundee City 1,800 1,800 1,400 1,400 1,900 1,200 1,100 

East Ayrshire 2,100 1,600 1,700 1,500 1,500 1,700 2,000 

East Dunbartonshire 1,600 2,400 1,700 1,900 2,000 2,700 2,300 

East Lothian 2,000 1,800 2,000 2,400 2,300 2,800 3,100 

East Renfrewshire 1,400 1,400 1,100 1,800 1,500 2,000 2,200 

Edinburgh, City of 8,600 9,700 11,000 9,200 10,700 11,200 10,600 

Eilean Siar  600 * 800 500 700 700 600 

Falkirk 1,400 1,900 2,100 1,600 1,800 2,600 2,700 

Fife 4,700 5,300 4,500 5,000 4,800 5,100 9,000 

Glasgow City 7,200 8,600 4,500 5,600 9,200 7,200 8,700 

Highland 5,300 4,900 5,700 5,900 6,500 7,100 6,500 

Inverclyde 500 800 1,000 1,000 1,100 800 800 

Midlothian 1,200 1,600 1,300 1,100 1,400 1,700 2,200 

Moray 2,500 2,300 2,200 1,700 2,100 2,200 2,100 

North Ayrshire 1,100 1,300 1,800 2,000 2,000 2,500 2,400 

North Lanarkshire 5,100 3,200 3,200 3,100 4,000 5,000 3,900 

Orkney Islands * * 600 * * * * 

Perth and Kinross 2,800 3,300 2,700 3,400 3,300 3,800 3,900 

Renfrewshire 900 1,600 2,500 1,900 1,900 2,200 1,900 

Scottish Borders 2,900 2,900 3,100 3,800 3,200 3,500 3,400 

Shetland Islands * * 700 * * * * 

South Ayrshire 1,800 1,900 2,000 2,200 2,300 2,400 2,300 

South Lanarkshire 4,100 3,700 4,100 4,500 5,500 3,800 4,700 

Stirling 1,000 1,300 2,000 2,100 2,100 2,200 1,800 

West Dunbartonshire 800 900 1,000 800 700 800 1,100 

West Lothian 1,700 2,600 3,000 2,000 3,100 2,100 2,200 

Scotland 80,800 82,700 84,000 84,200 94,100 94,200 101,600 

Source: Annual Population Survey, January to December, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Self-employment levels are rounded to the nearest hundred. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


2. *estimate has been suppressed as it is below reliability threshold. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to use the powers it has over (a) the Renewable Obligations scheme (i) 
banding and (ii) grandfathering and (b) grace periods for current Renewables Obligation scheme 
applications to mitigate the impact of the changes to the scheme that were announced on 21 July 
2015 by the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. 

Holding answer issued: 18 September 2015 (S4W-27166) 

Fergus Ewing: The Energy Act 2013 provides the UK Government with the power to close the 
Renewables Obligation (RO) across the UK. This includes the ability to set grace periods and eligibility 
criteria. A grace period relates to the closure of the RO and is a provision which allows a developer a 
certain period of time to accredit a project after the closure date. 

The consultation published by the Department of Energy and Climate Change on  
22 July 2015 in relation to closing the RO to solar photovoltaic (PV) projects below 5MW from 1 April 
2016 was done so on the basis that the proposal would apply in Scotland. The Scottish Government 
were not consulted on this matter prior to the consultation being published. I have written to the 
Secretary of State to express my concern about the impact of the proposal and disappointment at the 
UK Government’s failure to consult. 

Decisions on grandfathering policy and support levels under the RO are matters for Scottish 
Ministers. Grandfathering is a policy decision that once a generating statement is accredited and 
receiving RO support at a certain level, the level it receives (i.e. the number of RO certificates) would 
not change for the lifetime of its support under the scheme. 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change have excluded solar PV of 5MW and below from the 
grandfathering policy and proposed a banding review for projects in England in Wales. 

As is the case for the wider renewables industry, developers of solar projects need clarity and 
certainty on the policy environment in order to attract funding and reach financial close. Frequent and 
unexpected policy changes create huge uncertainty for investors, developers and communities and 
put at risk important economic developments in Scotland. To maintain a consistent policy framework 
until the RO closes the Scottish Government is retaining the current policy on grandfathering and 
support levels for solar PV projects in Scotland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much (a) it spends and (b) its agencies spend on the services of non-Scotland based dairy 
producers, and what proportion of the total spent on such services this represents. 

Holding answer issued: 14 September 2015 (S4W-27248) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not purchase milk. Milk is procured as part of 
the Scottish Government’s overall catering contract with Sodexo who advise an expenditure of 
approximately £80,000 per annum. Milk purchased by public agencies is 100% Scottish. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what price per litre (a) it pays and (b) its agencies pay dairy producers based in Scotland, and what 
information it has regarding how this compares with the cost of production. 

Holding answer issued: 14 September 2015 (S4W-27249) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not purchase milk. Milk is procured as part of 
the Scottish Government’s overall catering contract with Sodexo who advise an average price paid of 
69 pence per litre (ppl) across all pack sizes. The price varies according to how milk is purchased in 
various pack sizes including 200ml, 250ml, 500ml, 1L, 2L and 3 gallon pergals and according to 
distribution requirements and geography. Public sector bodies pay between 40 ppl and £1.21 ppl. 
Industry analysts suggest an average cost of production of between 26 and 28 ppl. 

 



Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
comment in its 2015-16 programme for government that thermal generation will “continue to be an 
important part of Scotland’s electricity mix in the foreseeable future”, when it will announce details of 
its plans to ensure the delivery of thermal generation that relies on carbon capture and storage, and 
how it will ensure that this is sufficiently financed. 

Holding answer issued: 24 September 2015 (S4W-27379) 

Fergus Ewing: Energy is a reserved matter and we have continually pressed the UK Government 
on the development of carbon capture and storage (CCS) for years. The UK Government’s CCS 
commercialisation competition is nearing its conclusions soon and we hope that the Peterhead project 
will come out of that process with a positive result but the UK Government have made no clear 
response to the future of CCS beyond the two planned demonstration projects. 

We believe CCS is a technology needed both for electricity generation and for emission reduction. 

This world leading initiative is ultimately dependant on the UK Government making a positive final 
investment decision on the project early in 2016. If the UK Government is willing to make this 
commitment the building of this project will require a construction workforce of up to 600 people and 
the project is expected to be operational in 2018-19. 

This is a large scale project which expects to capture around 1 million tonnes of CO2 each year and 
transport it offshore for safe and secure storage more than two kilometres beneath the North Sea.  

A second major CCS project proposal for Scotland is the Caledonia Clean Energy Project, a low-
carbon power generation project proposed by Summit Power for Grangemouth which proposes to 
capture up to 3.5 million tonnes of CO2 each year. It is important that follow-on CCS projects such as 
this continue to come forward and be supported and the Scottish and UK governments have jointly 
agreed to provide £4.2 million funding to advance the development of this project.  

Summit Power aims to achieve commercial operation of this project in the early 2020’s. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by Fergus Ewing on 3 September 2015 (Official Report, c.52), what action it is taking to 
ensure that its energy strategy focuses on retaining the skills and expertise needed for thermal 
generation. 

Holding answer issued: 24 September 2015 (S4W-27382) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government’s skills agency Skills Development Scotland published an 
updated Energy Skills Investment Plan in March 2015. The plan maintains and develops the 
significant range of world-leading skills and expertise that Scotland has to offer the energy sector. 

In response to the planned closure of Longannet power station in March 2016 specifically, we have 
already established a Longannet taskforce and our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment 
(PACE) team is engaging with Scottish Power and its suppliers to offer tailored assistance to the 
workers affected. PACE has an excellent record in helping workers facing redundancy with 72 per 
cent of those who receive PACE support finding employment within six months. 

Scotland’s diverse energy sector will continue to require a broad range of skills and expertise to 
maintain a balanced mix of energy generation sources, as set out in the Scottish Government’s 
Electricity Generation Policy Statement 2013 – including onshore and offshore wind, conventional 
thermal (for example at Peterhead), new carbon capture and storage (CCS) opportunities, hydro-
electric and pumped storage schemes, biomass, marine energy and existing nuclear. 

Scotland is the best place in these islands to develop large-scale and cost-effective renewables, 
pumped storage hydro and carbon capture and storage projects. That unique potential is recognised 
in our Third National Planning Framework (published in July 2014) through a series of National 
Developments. 

The potential to develop in Scotland new clean thermal power is particularly strong and would create 
and safeguard jobs in thermal generation. Shell/SSE are expected to make a final investment decision 
on the Peterhead CCS project at the end of this year or in early 2016, with the aim of the project being 
operational in 2018/19, and Summit Power’s Caledonia Clean Energy Project at Grangemouth is 
aiming to achieve commercial operation in the early 2020s. 



However, the development of any new thermal generation in Scotland will require both certainty on 
future UK Government policy support for low-carbon generation beyond 2020 and a solution to the 
problem of discriminatory grid charges which penalise generators located in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the consequences for jobs and revenue in the North Sea oil and gas sector of Goldman 
Sachs predicting a fall in the price of oil to $20 a barrel. 

Holding answer issued: 29 September 2015 (S4W-27519) 

Fergus Ewing: There are a wide range of oil price forecasts. For example, HM Treasury publishes a 
monthly summary of independent oil price forecasts for 2016. In the latest publication, the highest oil 
price forecast is $80 and the lowest is $51.3. 

This time last year the majority of independent forecasters did not predict current oil prices. 
However, industry is now embracing change and taking action to become more competitive in a lower 
price environment. 

The Scottish Government has also taken action. The First Minister launched the Energy Jobs 
Taskforce in January 2015 to deliver a co-ordinated response to the issues being faced by the 
industry, with partners working across the sector both to maintain jobs and to mitigate the potential 
impact of any losses. 

The Energy Jobs Taskforce has engaged directly with more than 1,700 individuals and over 100 
companies to better help those affected move forward into new employment, new ventures, training or 
education. 

The taskforce progress report was published on 17 September 2015 and provides a summary of the 
progress to date and the key activities delivered by taskforce members and their respective 
organisations. The report is available at the following link:  
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00485317.pdf 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government at what 
stage potential windfarm developers must obtain a licence to export power to the grid. 

 (S4W-27578) 

Fergus Ewing: Under the Electricity Act 1989 certain activities concerning electricity may only be 
carried out with a licence (or under a relevant exemption or exception). It is the responsibility of Ofgem 
to determine the content of electricity licences, and to grant licences to successful applicants.  

For further information about this process and associated timescales please see 
http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Licensing/Work/Documents1/SupplementaryAppendix2-
Guidanceforgasnd0electricityapplications.pdf. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it will 
take to protect investment in Scottish onshore wind projects already in the planning pipeline in the 
event that the Renewables Obligation scheme is ended a year early. 

 (S4W-27586) 

Fergus Ewing: Since the UK Government’s announcement, the Scottish Government hosted a 
summit to hear industry concerns, and followed this up with a letter to Amber Rudd, Secretary of 
State, seeking a flexible approach to the Renewables Obligation (RO) grace period criteria. This issue 
was also raised during a face to face meeting over the summer. We asked that those projects in the 
planning system who have not yet had planning approval or those with approval after 18 June 2015 
should fall within the grace period as these had already invested heavily in anticipation they would 
receive the RO. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it 
has made of the potential lost (a) jobs and (b) investment in onshore wind energy in Scotland arising 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00485317.pdf
http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Licensing/Work/Documents1/SupplementaryAppendix2-Guidanceforgasnd0electricityapplications.pdf
http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Licensing/Work/Documents1/SupplementaryAppendix2-Guidanceforgasnd0electricityapplications.pdf


from the proposed early ending of the Renewables Obligation scheme and what it can do to protect 
projects adversely affected. 

 (S4W-27587) 

Fergus Ewing: Figures published by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills estimate 
that in 2013, the onshore wind sector in Scotland supported approximately 5,400 jobs. 

Scotland has 8.2 GW of renewable generation projects consented, with a further 4.3 GW in 
planning. While a number of these projects will meet the grace period criteria or have contract for 
difference (CfD) contracts, many more have no clear route to market due to the changes to the 
Renewable Obligation and the continuing uncertainty surrounding future CfD allocation rounds. 

The Scottish Government will continue to engage with industry to see how we can support them 
over the coming months. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it 
has made of the impact of the early ending of the Renewables Obligation scheme on its targets for 
growing renewable energy and the ability of generators in Scotland to access markets throughout the 
UK for their output (a) now and (b) after March 2017. 

 (S4W-27588) 

Fergus Ewing: Recent provisional figures published by the Department of Energy and Climate 
Change (24 September 2015) show Scotland has generated a record 49.6% of Scotland’s gross 
electricity consumption in 2014, well on course to meet our interim target of 50% by 2015. 

Our ability to meet our targets relies on a mix of renewable energy, not simply onshore wind, but 
recent changes to support for other technologies will see our ability to meet our targets a much larger 
challenge than we had anticipated. We have called on the UK government to provide clarity to enable 
the necessary investment to be made. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Sottish Government whether it will use 
its existing powers to set a level for Scottish Renewables Obligation (RO) certificates for onshore wind 
generation in the interim period if the UK Government ends the RO scheme early. 

 (S4W-27589) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers’ existing powers to set a level for Scottish Renewable Obligation 
Certificates for onshore wind generation are being removed by UK legislation. 

The Energy Bill 2015 proposes an amendment to the Electricity Act 1989 to the effect that no 
Renewable Obligation Certificates can be issued under a Renewable Obligation Order, whenever 
made, for onshore wind farms after 31 March 2016. This includes orders made by Scottish Ministers 
and approved by the Scottish Parliament. 

The Scottish Government have not made any estimate of how much it would cost to maintain the 
Renewables Obligation scheme in the event the UK Government ends it early on the basis that we do 
not have powers to keep the Renewables Obligation scheme open. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it 
has made of the cost of using its existing powers through the maintenance of a Scottish Renewables 
Obligation (RO) in the event that UK Government ends the RO early. 

 (S4W-27590) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-27589 on 1 October 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress is being made by the Regulatory Review Group in reviewing Part 3 of 
the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 (S4W-27621) 

Fergus Ewing: The Regulatory Review Group has completed the evidence gathering stage of the 
review and is now progressing the report. The report and findings of the review will be published once 
finalised which is anticipated before the end of 2015. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what evidence it has to support the statement by the Minister for Business, 
Energy and Tourism on 17 September 2015 that the cost of providing sufficient electricity storage to 
deal with the intermittency issue arising from onshore wind power “will be far less than the enormous 
cost of the Hinkley Point nuclear power station” (Official Report, c. 62). 

 (S4W-27627) 

Fergus Ewing: Large hydro storage projects are an effective way of storing energy produced from 
onshore wind farms. The Department of Energy and Climate Change electricity generation statistics 
show that the pre-development and expected construction costs of this technology are far lower than 
nuclear. While the UK Government has made a commitment to provide a bespoke contract for 
difference for nuclear, there remain a number of barriers to investment in large scale pumped storage 
that have not been addressed through the Electricity Market Reform process. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
conclusions of the National Marine Plan Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) is dependent on a 
completed sectoral marine plan and its own associated HRA. 

 (S4W-27673) 

Richard Lochhead: The National Marine Plan sets a framework for sustainable development and 
use of the marine environment. The Habitats Regulation Appraisal of the National Marine Plan has 
been undertaken following the guidance on HRA produced by Scottish Natural Heritage, and has 
indicated that the objectives and policies of the plan are general in nature, in that they do not direct 
project level development and/or use to a specific location. Therefore it is not possible to identify 
where development and/or use may be located or where effects may occur or which Natura sites may 
be affected. In accordance with the guidance, such policies are considered not likely to have a 
significant effect on a European site. Policies which refer to the sectoral plan process are included in 
the National Marine Plan HRA. Sectoral plans set more detailed policies relating to specific sectors 
and these are subject to their own HRA process. Any specific proposal for development would also be 
subject to licensing and consenting processes including HRA. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the reason is for 
delay in the consultation on 14 marine special protection areas; what impact this will have on the UK 
meeting its requirement under the OSPAR Convention to establish an ecologically coherent and well-
managed network of marine protected areas across the North-east Atlantic by 2016, and when the 
consultation will take place. 

 (S4W-27674) 

Richard Lochhead: Pre-consultation discussions have taken place with a broad range of 
stakeholders. This has resulted in some scientific issues being identified. Marine Scotland is now 
working with Scottish Natural Heritage and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee to resolve these 
issues. Once that process is completed the timing of the public consultation will be determined. There 
is currently no impact on our commitment to deliver a well-managed marine protected area network in 
Scotland’s seas by the end of 2016. 



Finance 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will allocate any Barnett consequentials from vehicle excise duty to (a) trunk road 
construction and (b) the integration of sustainable transport modes and, if so, how much. 

Holding answer issued: 28 September 2015 (S4W-27496) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-27388 on 18 September 2015. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Constitution and Economy will make a statement on capital projects delayed as 
a result of the transition to the European System of Accounts 2010 (ESA10). 

 (S4W-27585) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-04551 on 9 September 2015 
which is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10070 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
recommendations of the Finance Committee in its 12th report 2015, Scotland’s Fiscal Framework, 
what discussions it has had with UK ministers regarding establishing an independent body to advise 
on the calculation of the block grant, and what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-27593) 

John Swinney: We are discussing a number of issues through the negotiating of a fiscal framework 
and I will give an update in due course. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-25949 by John Swinney on 16 June 2015, to what specific projects it will 
allocate the £304 million. 

 (S4W-27594) 

John Swinney: As outlined in the Draft Budget in 2015-16, we plan to use up to £304 million of 
borrowing to maximise our infrastructure investment in 2015-16. The borrowing will support the overall 
capital infrastructure programme rather than be allocated on an individual project basis. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Joint 
Exchequer Committee has met in 2015 and what meetings are scheduled for the rest of the year. 

 (S4W-27631) 

John Swinney: The Joint Exchequer Committee has met on 7 July, 4 September and 23 
September 2015. The Joint Exchequer Committee will continue to meet with the intention of reaching 
agreement on Scotland’s fiscal framework during the autumn. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the forthcoming devolution of some tax powers, where income tax will be collected for a person who is 
in receipt of a (a) Scottish public sector pension but is resident elsewhere in the UK and (b) rest of the 
UK public sector pension but is resident in Scotland. 

 (S4W-27652) 

John Swinney: The Scotland Act 2012 defines who will be a Scottish taxpayer for the purposes of 
the Scottish rate of income tax which is being introduced in April 2016. The definition of a Scottish 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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taxpayer is focused on where an individual lives, or resides, in the course of a tax year and not where 
they work or the source of their pension. 

HMRC has published detailed draft technical guidance on Scottish taxpayer status which can be 
found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scottish-rate-of-income-tax-technical-guidance-
on-scottish-taxpayer-status/scottish-rate-of-income-tax-technical-guidance-on-scottish-taxpayer-
status. Final guidance is due to be published shortly. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on Alzheimer’s Research UK’s prediction that one in three 
people born in 2015 will develop the disease, and what impact this will have on future dementia 
treatment and care policy. 

 (S4O-4666) 

Jamie Hepburn: Alzheimer Research UK’s latest prediction on the scale of the challenge we face 
across the world on dementia presumes increasing prevalence of dementia over time primarily 
because more people are living longer. 

Other research, such as by the Medical Research Council in 2013, finds a lower number of people 
with dementia and concludes that rates of dementia across the UK are falling due in part to a decline 
in the rates of vascular dementia as a result of improvements in the primary prevention and better 
management of chronic conditions such as diabetes. 

Both factors are in play, meaning it is difficult to accurately forecast what the position on dementia 
prevalence will be in 80 to 100 years. Irrespective of variable predictions on scale, there is no doubt 
that dementia is one of the foremost public health challenges world-wide and in Scotland our national 
work on dementia and health and social care integration is supporting local service re-design to meet 
that challenge, now and in the future. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it can support grassroots development of rugby. 

 (S4O-4667) 

Jamie Hepburn: sportscotland is providing £774,500 of funding to the Scottish Rugby Union in 
2015-16. Scottish Rugby will submit a four year business plan next year covering the period 2016-20. 

Scottish Rugby also benefits from our Proceeds of Crime Cashback Programme with £5.9 million 
having been awarded by 2017 to deliver a wide range of opportunities at grass roots level. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to reduce child health inequalities, and what its position is 
on the finding in the Scottish Health Survey 2014 that children in deprived areas are more likely to 
have unhealthy eating habits and be overweight. 

 (S4W-27619) 

Jamie Hepburn: Equally Well, the report of the Ministerial Task Force on Health Inequalities, shifted 
the emphasis of our approach from dealing with the consequences of health inequalities to tackling the 
underlying causes such as poverty, employment, support for families and improving physical and 
social environments. This has been reflected in the latest Programme for Government published at the 
beginning of September 2015. More specifically for children the Government’s commitment is set out 
in our revised Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland which introduced a framework to measure progress 
against key outcomes. 

We have also made a fundamental shift to focus on preventative spending with our Early Years 
Framework and the Getting it Right for Every Child approach places a strong emphasis on giving 
children, particularly those who are most disadvantaged, the best possible start in life to make a real 
difference to their future health and life chances and significant proportions of government 
programmes concerning healthy weight and diet are focused on our most deprived communities. 
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Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to encourage healthy eating among children and young 
people, and what its position is on the findings in the Scottish Health Survey 2014 that 14% of children 
meet the recommended minimum daily fruit and vegetable consumption and 31% are at risk of 
becoming overweight. 

 (S4W-27620) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government notes the 2014 Scottish Health Survey’s figures 
concerning children’s weight and diet. 

We recognise the need for action and accordingly already have a broad range of actions underway 
including: statutory nutritional standards for food and drink in schools; the inclusion of food and health 
as a core topic with the Curriculum for Excellence; the extension of free school meals; the launch of 
Beyond the School Gate guidance for local authorities and other partners to improve food provision for 
young people in the vicinity of schools; the Eat Better Feel Better campaign to promote healthier 
eating messages with a specific focus on families from deprived areas, and the Healthier Scotland 
Cooking Bus which teaches practical cooking skills to children, teachers and local community groups 
across Scotland and the funding of child healthy weight intervention programmes. 

We are also committed to support a pre-9pm ban on broadcast advertising of food high in fat, sugar 
and salt, to improve child public health. The Scottish Government has been clear that the advertising 
of unhealthy food should be restricted before the 9pm watershed, and that if the UK Government is 
unprepared to take this step, the power should be devolved to the Scottish Parliament. We believe 
that this step will help to rebalance promotions of food towards healthier options such as fruit and 
vegetables. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will continue the Monitoring and Evaluation of Scotland’s Alcohol Strategy after 2016-17. 

 (S4W-27632) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government is currently working on the next phase of the Alcohol 
Framework and as part of that work consideration will be given to which monitoring and evaluation 
arrangements will be most appropriate. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
aware of findings from a number of press investigations that sunbed operators are continuing to allow 
children to use their salons. 

 (S4W-27642) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is aware of claims that some sunbed operators allow 
children to use their salons. Responsibility for enforcing the provisions of the Public Health etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2008 (Sunbed) Regulation 2009 lies with local authorities. The legislation prohibits the 
use of sunbeds by children, and any operators who are found to have committed an offence under this 
legislation can be issued with a fixed penalty notice by the local authority and could face further 
prosecution. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to (a) raise awareness of the dangers of skin cancer and (b) discourage tanning, especially 
among young people. 

 (S4W-27644) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government publishes advice for the public on sun safety and the 
use of sunbeds on the NHS Inform website. The advice stresses that over-exposure to ultraviolet 
radiation from the sun or sunbeds increases the risks of malignant melanoma and notes that this is the 
sixth most common cancer in Scotland. The advice also highlights the advice of the British Association 
of Dermatologists that people should not use sunbeds or sunlamps. 

 



We also work with various organisations and charities to raise awareness on the risks of unsafe 
tanning, focussing on helping to protect those who are most vulnerable, the young and 
impressionable, and leaving others in no doubt as to the health risks involved. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to review the effectiveness of its health prevention messages on skin cancer. 

 (S4W-27646) 

Shona Robison: Our advice on the dangers of ultraviolet (UV) sun exposure and use of sunbeds is 
continually under review. We also work with charities and other organisations to identify further 
opportunities, where possible, to promote these key health prevention messages and to work to 
change attitudes amongst young people to the use of sunbeds and raise awareness of the dangers of 
UV radiation. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason there is no inpatient bed provision north of Dundee for children 
with mental health problems. 

 (S4W-27700) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government provided funding to allow the North of Scotland region to 
increase the number of beds available at Dudhope House, Dundee, for children and young people 
with mental health problems, from the six beds to twelve beds, which has increased the national bed 
base from 42 to 48, and improved the quality of the estate. 

The new unit provides a 12 bed inpatient unit, including family accommodation for parents/carers. It 
provides specialist care for young people across the north of Scotland. All bedrooms have en-suite 
bathrooms and there is a private outdoor space, educational facility and a gym. 

The new unit is a partnership between NHS Tayside, NHS Grampian, NHS Highland, NHS Orkney 
and NHS Shetland, who have come together to form the North of Scotland regional child and 
adolescent mental health service project by working together the five boards have developed a 
specialist network for young people with mental health problems. 

When it was decided that there was a need to increase the provision of inpatient beds, an extensive 
consultation took place which considered the merits of basing a unit in Aberdeen, Inverness and the 
current facility at Dudhope House. These consultation events involved the professionals, patients, 
families and carers from all of the north of Scotland including the island boards. 

There were a number of issues considered prior to the final decision being made and these included 
access to transport links, knowledge of inpatient care in the area, the ability to recruit additional staff, 
provision of on call psychiatry, views of local clinicians, potential bed usage relationships with local 
social care and education departments. 

After careful consideration and discussion with the families who were particularly keen to retain the 
current site, because of its therapeutic value in terms of environment, it was decided that the unit at 
Dudhope continue to be the inpatient facility for the North of Scotland. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) mandatory and (b) statutory requirements there are for GPs to undertake mental health training. 

 (S4W-27775) 

Shona Robison: There is not a dedicated training course for mental health however GPs undergo 
mental health training as part of their generic training. It is part of an individual GP’s responsibility to 
ensure they keep up to date with any new disorders/illnesses. 

 

Bob Doris (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government on what date the 
independent review of transvaginal mesh implants will publish its interim report. 

 (S4W-27810) 



Shona Robison: The independent review has informed the Scottish Government that it will publish 
its interim report on 2 October 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the impact would be on employment trends in Scotland of more people being paid at least the living 
wage. 

 (S4O-4665) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has long championed payment of the living 
wage. There are now over 330 Scots-based Living Wage Accredited Employers and workers across 
Scotland are benefitting from the substantial progress we are making. 

In May 2015 we published a report on payment of the living wage in Scotland, which provided 
insights into a number of employment trends. It cited evidence from interviews with employers who 
highlighted improved productivity and an enhanced company reputation as key benefits of 
organisations implementing the living wage. And it suggested that increased productivity is also likely 
to outweigh the higher wage for many firms with increased pay creating a ‘feel good factor’ in the 
workplace. 

I am looking forward to discussing these benefits with employers at tomorrow’s Living Wage Expo, 
when I am sure I will hear many success stories from organisations across all areas of Scotland who 
are reaping the benefits of paying the living wage. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has regarding how the mental health of children and young people in care compares with 
those who are not care-experienced. 

 (S4W-27611) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government are overseeing a research project on how the 
wellbeing of children in different areas is being met by local areas, including the emotional wellbeing of 
looked after and non-looked after children. The project is currently ongoing. Data analysis and 
reporting on the first three Community Planning Partnership areas will be undertaken in May 2016. 

The 27-30 month review data which data published by Information Services Division Scotland  

(https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2014-12-16/2014-12-16-
Child-Health-27m-review-Summary.pdf?278872252) records if children have social, emotional and 
behavioural concerns/disorders. The preliminary data not including information on whether children 
were looked after was published in December 2014. This may be a source of comparable wellbeing 
data for looked after and non-looked after children in future. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people were 
employed each year through its Youth Employment Scotland Fund, and what information it has 
regarding how many were paid at a rate lower than that year’s (a) national minimum and (b) living 
wage. 

 (S4W-27656) 

Annabelle Ewing: Scottish Government has allocated the 10,000 employer recruitment placements 
to local authorities. The final figure for delivered places in each year will not be known until audit and 
compliance procedures have been completed. 

The programme was set up to support employers at the national minimum wage, through agreement 
with Scottish Local Authority Economic Development and COLSA. Local authorities and employers 
could, however, optionally supplement this, including paying the living wage. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of people completing the Youth Employment Scotland Fund are still in 
employment. 

https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2014-12-16/2014-12-16-Child-Health-27m-review-Summary.pdf?278872252
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 (S4W-27658) 

Annabelle Ewing: Following the launch of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund (YESF) in June 
2013, the Scottish Government has now allocated the 10,000 employer recruitment placements to 
local authorities. 

We have recently awarded the contract for an evaluation of the programme and this will include 
details of the positive outcomes of YESF. It is envisaged that the evaluation will be completed by the 
end of 2015. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many places it planned for the first year of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund. 

 (S4W-27659) 

Annabelle Ewing: The Scottish Government launched the Youth Employment Scotland Fund in 
June 2013 and through agreement with the Scottish Local Authority Economic Development and 
COSLA made a commitment to support 10,000 job opportunities for young people. The number of 
places supported in year one was dependent on the progress made by local authorities towards this 
target. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many places were delivered by the Youth Employment Scotland Fund in (a) 2013-
14, (b) 2014-15 and (c) 2015-16. 

 (S4W-27660) 

Annabelle Ewing: The Scottish Government has allocated the 10,000 employer recruitment 
placements to local authorities. The final figure for delivered places in each year will not be finalised 
until audit and compliance procedures have been completed. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the cost was of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund in (a) 2013-14, (b) 2014-15 
and (c) 2015-16. 

 (S4W-27661) 

Annabelle Ewing: The Scottish Government made a commitment to create a package of support up 
to £25 million, based on Scottish Government funding of £15 million matched by £10 million from the 
European Social Fund, to support 10,000 job opportunities, through the Youth Employment Scotland 
Fund (YESF).  

Any underspend associated with the £15 million Scottish Government budget in years 2013-14 and 
2014-15 was fully carried forward to be applied to YESF and merely reflected timing differentials 
associated with take-up of the 10,000 places. 

The final costs for each year will not be known until audit and compliance procedures have been 
completed. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people completing a placement funded by the Youth Employment Scotland 
Fund were in employment (a) six months and (b) one year after completing the scheme. 

 (S4W-27662) 

Annabelle Ewing: We have recently awarded the contract for an evaluation of the programme and 
it is envisaged that the evaluation will include details of the positive outcomes of Youth Employment 
Scotland Fund. It is envisaged that the evaluation will be completed by end of 2015. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress is being made with the inquiry into the historic abuse of children in care. 



 (S4W-27804) 

Angela Constance: The Historical Child Abuse Inquiry has been launched today (1 October 2015). 
I welcome the announcement by the Chair Susan O’Brien QC outlining the work that she and her team 
have already begun and how they will take this momentous inquiry forward. 

In particular I am pleased to see the commitment by the Chair that she is keen to ensure that 
survivors know that they will listen carefully to their experiences and that they will work hard to 
understand the lessons of the past in order to ensure that our children are kept safe in the future. 

I would like to reiterate my gratitude to all survivors and their supporters who have helped us reach 
this point and as I have said previously the inquiry will report back within four years of this start date. 

I now urge people to make initial contact, so that their views can be taken into account. This can be 
done by email to information@childabuseinquiry.scot or by post at Historical Child Abuse Inquiry, PO 
Box 24085, Edinburgh EH7 9EA. A dedicated inquiry website has also been launched and can be 
found at www.childabuseinquiry.scot 

In July 2015 I also committed to establish a dedicated support fund for survivors of abuse who were 
placed in care by the state. Work on this is underway and we expect to tender for these services in the 
coming weeks, with appointments made shortly afterwards. More information can be found at 
www.survivorscotland.org.uk 

I also made it clear that it is the Justice Ministers’ intention to lift the three year time-bar on civil 
actions in cases of historical child abuse for cases after 1964. The consultation on this proposal 
recently closed and we are now reflecting on the responses. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
UK Government advised the (a) First Minister and (b) Lord Advocate about the death of Ruhul Amin 
from Aberdeen and, if so, (i) who provided the advice, (ii) when and (iii) under what circumstances. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2015 (S4W-27468) 

Michael Matheson: The First Minister was informed of the death of Ruhul Amin by a senior security 
official from the UK Government imminently before the Prime Minister’s statement to the House of 
Commons in her capacity as a member of the Privy Council. The Lord Advocate was not informed. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to help Pollok House in Glasgow to finance the required repairs. 

 (S4W-27613) 

Fiona Hyslop: Glasgow City Council has indicated that they intend to lodge a formal application for 
Historic Scotland grant support. In the circumstances, it would not be appropriate to comment further 
on this application. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made in delivering Our Place in Time: The Historic 
Environment Strategy for Scotland and in establishing Historic Environment Scotland. 

 (S4W-27803) 

Fiona Hyslop: I am pleased to report that today (1 October 2015) I can announce the launch of the 
first strategy annual report which sets out the remarkable progress there has been in delivering Our 
Place in Time to date. The report is available here:  
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/ArtsCultureSport/arts/Historic-environment/Strategy 

Of course the strategy also set the wider policy context for the creation of Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) and I am also pleased to report that the new non-departmental public body assumed 
its full powers today. This includes taking on the functions delegated to it in relation to the properties in 
the care of Scottish ministers and the associated collections. As required under the Historic 
Environment Scotland Act 2014, the schemes of delegation which provide for this have been 

mailto:information@childabuseinquiry.scot
http://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/
http://www.survivorscotland.org.uk/
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published on the Scottish Government website alongside the list of properties in the care of Scottish 
ministers. 

HES will be the lead public body for the historic environment sector in Scotland and one of its key 
tasks will be to enable and facilitate delivery of Our Place in Time over the coming years. 

Transport Scotland 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many fines have been issued and how much has been raised as a result of 
average speed cameras since 1999, broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-27568) 

Derek Mackay: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. This is a matter for Police 
Scotland. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-21092 by Keith Brown on 27 May 2014, which (a) ports and (b) 
vessels in the CalMac fleet now have a wi-fi connection available to passengers. 

 (S4W-27579) 

Derek Mackay: At present, CalMac Ferries Ltd provides public wi-fi on the Wemyss Bay to 
Rothesay route, which covers those two ports and the MV Argyle and MV Bute. The service has been 
available on this route since February 2015. 

The rollout of wi-fi across the Clyde and Hebrides network has been challenging due to the 
requirement to install high bandwidth connections, radio masts across challenging terrain and cabling 
to the ports and vessels. 

CalMac Ferries Ltd remains committed to providing wi-fi across the ports and vessels and is working 
with the suppliers to make sure that this will happen as soon as possible. The programme of works is 
being developed with an anticipated completion date of spring 2016. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on bus operators being required to take into account the effect on 
communities of decisions they are considering regarding the operation of routes. 

 (S4W-27591) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government expects bus operators, as responsible businesses, to 
take account of the impacts of their operational decisions on users and communities. To facilitate this, 
we will shortly introduce legislation to amend the process for registering changes to bus services, 
providing extra time for operators to engage with local transport authorities in order to enable potential 
problems to be identified in advance and where possible avoided or mitigated. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on introducing legislation that would lead to the re-regulation of bus 
services. 

 (S4W-27592) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government looks to work in partnership with bus operators and local 
transport authorities to improve bus services and has no plans for wholesale re-regulation. 

We are, however, looking at the range of existing powers available to authorities to influence 
services, including quality partnerships and quality contract schemes (or franchising), to see whether 
these can be improved. As an early step, we will shortly introduce legislation amending the process for 
registering changes to bus services in order to enable better engagement between operators and 
authorities to identify and mitigate adverse affects on users. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 



S4W-27554 
S4W-27558 
S4W-27563 
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