
Thursday 16 July 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-25688 by Marco Biagi on 5 June 2015, what its position is on 
the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman's response to Cllr Michael Breslin of Argyll and Bute Council 
regarding the withholding of budget information that "the SPSO would not be able to consider your 
complaint". 

 (S4W-26306) 

Marco Biagi: The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman was established by the Scottish Parliament 
to provide an independent and impartial service for handling complaints about public services in 
Scotland. It would therefore not be appropriate for the Scottish Government to express a view about 
any decision taken by the Ombudsman. The Ombudsman is, however, accountable to the Scottish 
Parliament and must lay an annual report and any investigation reports before the Parliament, as well 
as any other reports the Ombudsman sees fit. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is encouraging research to improve the efficacy and life cycle of kidney transplants. 

 (S4W-26373) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of research in developing 
effective treatment strategies for kidney disease, including improving the efficacy and life cycle of 
kidney transplants. 

In August 2014, after an open recruitment process, Dr Patrick Marks from the University of Glasgow 
was appointed as the NHS Research Scotland (NRS) clinical lead for renal disease. This role involves: 

Ensuring the effective delivery of research projects in renal disease 
Increasing the number of patients enrolled into trials in the renal disease portfolio. 
Working with established groups, individual clinicians, NRS research and development directors and 
lay representatives to promote research activity in renal disease. 
Encouraging clinicians to participate in renal disease clinical research. 
 

Within the Scottish Government, the Chief Scientist Office (CSO) is responsible for the funding of 
high quality research relevant to the health and well-being of the people of Scotland. CSO has funded 
a number of projects on renal disease. Specifically in relation to kidney transplantation, CSO has 
awarded £240,000 in funding to a team led by Dr David Kluth from the University of Edinburgh. Their 
project, entitled ‘Recovery from ischaemia-reperfusion injury after renal transplantation’ is studying the 
role of immune cells in delayed graft function (DGF) with the aim of optimising treatment to minimise 
DGF and improve the efficacy of transplants. The project is due to produce a final report towards the 
end of 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S3W-05666 by Jim Mather on 6 November 2007, whether it will provide an update on how 
many deaths by drowning and submersion there have been in each year since 2007, broken down by 
World Health Organization code. 

 (S4W-26268) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The information requested is provided in the following table, which includes the 
three character codes for the relevant categories of the World Health Organization’s International 
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (10

th
 Revision), known as ICD-10. 

The table includes all the ICD-10 'drowning and submersion' categories which were the underlying 
causes of deaths registered in Scotland in the specified years. 

Deaths, registered in Scotland, for which the underlying cause was drowning or submersion: 2007 to 
2013 



  Registration Year     

Underlying cause of death 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Accidents        

 W65 Drowning and submersion while in bath-tub 1 2 4 5 2 4 3 

 W66 Drowning and submersion following fall into bath-tub 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

 W67 Drowning and submersion while in swimming-pool 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

 
W68 Drowning and submersion following fall into swimming-
pool 

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

 W69 Drowning and submersion while in natural water 5 2 14 23 10 12 7 

 W70 Drowning and submersion following fall into natural water 4 0 5 1 6 3 4 

 W73 Other specified drowning and submersion 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 

 W74 Unspecified drowning and submersion 6 3 17 2 7 14 19 

Intentional self-harm        

 X71 Intentional self-harm by drowning and submersion 25 16 26 29 20 39 33 

Assault        

 X92 Assault by drowning and submersion 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 

Undetermined intent        

 Y21 Drowning and submersion, undetermined intent 61 37 19 22 35 20 15 

 All 103 62 85 86 82 93 82 

Source: National Records of Scotland 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the (a) Scottish Council for Internet Safety and (b) Scottish Stakeholder 
Group on Internet Safety regarding the development of an integrated e-safety strategy and action plan 
that includes pro-eating disorder sites in discussions on harmful web-content. 

 (S4W-26335) 

Fiona McLeod: There have been no specific discussions. As the regulation of the internet is a 
reserved matter, the Scottish Government is represented on the Executive Board of the UK Council for 
Child Internet Safety. Members represent organisations who are actively involved in helping young 
people to stay safe online, including avoiding sites that will encourage them to harm themselves in 
whatever way. The Scottish Stakeholder Group on Child Internet Safety also meets regularly as part of 
the Scottish Government’s aim to inspire safe and responsible use and given the ever-changing 
nature of the internet constantly brings new challenges. The group is a means of identifying emerging 
new concerns and is a way of highlighting and taking forward any necessary national action to 
address those concerns. We are working hard to limit children and young people’s exposure to 
inappropriate and harmful content through awareness, raising initiatives and placing emphasis on 
responsible and safe use of technologies. 

 

Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children who were eligible to receive nursery education it funded in 
each local authority area in (a) 2013-14 and (b) 2014-15 and it will fund in 2015-16. 

 (S4W-26386) 

Fiona McLeod: The Scottish Government provides local authorities funding for the free entitlement 
for all eligible children. The number of funded registrations and estimated number of children eligible 
for the early learning and childcare free entitlement in each local authority are published annually as 
part of the summary statistics for schools publication. These figures can be found in the additional 
early learning and childcare tables at the following link: 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/Pubs-Pre-SchoolEducation 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information is given to education authorities regarding the (a) instigation and (b) 
outcome of each children’s hearing. 

 (S4W-26413) 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/Pubs-Pre-SchoolEducation


Fiona McLeod: No information is routinely passed to education authorities regarding the instigation 
or outcome of hearings. 

Transport Scotland 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
sailings on (a) Clyde and Hebrides and (b) Northern Isles ferry routes have been cancelled since 17 
February 2014. 

 (S4W-26288) 

Derek Mackay: Since 17 February 2014 until 24 June 2015 there were 6078 cancelled sailings on 
the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service routes, out of 183,369 scheduled sailings and 9 on the Northern 
Isles Ferry Service routes, out of 1001 scheduled sailings. The vast majority of the cancelled sailings 
on the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service routes, and all of the cancelled sailings on the Northern Isles 
Ferry Service routes, were weather related. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
is responsible for awarding the contract to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services and whether 
they are required to declare any interests in, or links to, the companies that submit bids. 

 (S4W-26293) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Ministers are responsible for awarding the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services contract and Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd. (CMAL) the related harbour operating 
agreements. Since the current operator of the services (CalMac Ferries Ltd) and CMAL are wholly 
owned by Scottish Ministers, there are robust arrangements in place to ensure the Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Services procurement is conducted in a fair and transparent manner. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the contract to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services includes an operator of last resort 
and, if not, in what circumstances the operator would receive additional financial support. 

 (S4W-26294) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Ministers have the responsibility to deliver the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services in the event of operator failure. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event that the contract to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services includes an operator of last 
resort that is a private company, whether there would be a limit on the dividend paid to shareholders 
or a clawback of future profits. 

 (S4W-26295) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-26294 on 16 July 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event that a private company is awarded the contract to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services, whether it will be required to repay any of the subsidies it receives if it exceeds a 
“reasonable profit”. 

 (S4W-26296) 

Derek Mackay: As of now, a clawback mechanism will be included in the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services contract. The clawback mechanism will limit the public subsidy paid to the operator in the 
event that they make a level of profit beyond that which is considered a reasonable return. 

 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
the event that the contract to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services is awarded to a private 
company, whether it will be required to consult local communities or councils. 

 (S4W-26297) 

Derek Mackay: As of now, the next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services contract will require the 
successful operator to engage and consult with a range of stakeholders, including local communities 
and councils, throughout the term of the contract. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
is responsible for selecting the management and the executive of CalMac Ferries Ltd. 

 (S4W-26298) 

Derek Mackay: Executive Director appointments to the CalMac Ferries Ltd (CFL) Board are made 
by the David MacBrayne Ltd Board. Other senior management appointments to CFL are made by the 
CFL Managing Director and his senior team in accordance with the company's recruitment and 
employment practices. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the successful bidder to operate Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services will be required to have 
representatives from local communities and the workforce on its management team. 

 (S4W-26299) 

Derek Mackay: It is a matter for bidders as to who will form their management team. The strength of 
the bidders’ management team will be considered and discussed as part of their tender. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
will be responsible for meeting the section 75 debt for the Merchant Navy Officers Pension Fund and 
any company pension commitments if the operator of Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services  is a private 
company. 

 (S4W-26300) 

Derek Mackay: A Section 75 debt payment falls to an employer if it ceases to employ active 
members of the Merchant Navy Officers Pension Fund or the CalMac Pension Fund. 

If CalMac Ferries Ltd was not the operator of the next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service contract, 
and CalMac Ferries Ltd ceased to employ any active member of these schemes, then CalMac Ferries 
Ltd would face a section 75 debt payment. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
requirements there are in the tender for the operation of Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services to ensure 
that green credentials are being maintained by (a) minimising staff travel, (b) supporting the fragile 
communities that are served, (c) providing a future for young people in local communities and (d) 
employing local people where possible. 

 (S4W-26301) 

Derek Mackay: The invitation to tender for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services, due to be 
published on 10 July 2015, will require the bidders to set out how they will support, promote and 
deliver these lifeline services to local communities, businesses and visitors.  

 


	Communities
	Health and Social Care
	Learning and Justice
	Transport Scotland

