
Tuesday 14 July 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
received a report from the support team that was introduced to help reduce accident and emergency 
waiting times at the Royal Alexandra Hospital and, if so, whether it will publish this. 

Holding answer issued: 23 June 2015 (S4W-26047) 

Shona Robison: The Improvement Support team findings and recommendations were reported to 
the Scottish Government in March 2015. The support team made a number of recommendations to 
encourage improved performance, including: 

Dedicated director with lead responsibility for all services and targets within the hospital 
Enhanced hospital planning and patient safety meetings to enable whole hospital focus on action 
and faster decision making 
Enhanced use of discharge lounge and criteria led discharge 
Establish discharge hub  
The hospital has actively progressed a number of actions, including: 
Hospital planning and safety meetings have been introduced, including weekends 
Discharge plans have been reviewed, re-energised and rolled out 
Patient flow hub now in place and supported by a multi-disciplinary team  
Discharge lounge is promoted as part of the hospital planning and safety meetings, usage continues 
to increase. 
 
The local team continue to implement actions and the new six essential actions approach to 

improving unscheduled care, which was launched in May 2015, will compliment this work and will 
support sustainable improvements. 

The most recent published data for the week ending 5 July 2015 shows that the Royal Alexandria 
hospital seen, treated and discharged or admitted 94.1% of all its patients within four hours. This is an 
improvement of over 19 percentage points since weekly reporting began in February 2015 - long waits 
over eight hours have also significantly reduced by over 94%. This reflects the hard work of all staff in 
the hospital, who should be congratulated for their efforts. A full report will be published shortly. 

Learning and Justice 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it ensures that schools educate people under 18 about eating disorders. 

 (S4W-26336) 

Alasdair Allan: The Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) Act (Scotland) 2007 places a number 
of duties on local education authorities including ensuring that schools are health promoting. This 
includes promoting physical, social, mental and emotional wellbeing by supporting pupils to make 
positive lifestyle choices in relation to their health and wellbeing. 

It is for each local authority and school to decide how to develop their own approaches to implement 
health and wellbeing within curriculum for excellence, based on local needs and circumstances. 

The Education Scotland website is a primary source of information for teachers and provides links to 
relevant organisations and websites such as B-EAT (Beat Eating Disorders) which provides books, 
resources and training for teachers. 
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