
Tuesday 23 June 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish an analysis of the responses to the consultation on the proposed amendments to the National 
Health Service Central Register (Scotland) Regulations 2006, and whether it plans to implement the 
proposed amendments. 

 (S4W-26058) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is currently considering the points raised in the 
consultation responses and will publish an analysis of these responses shortly. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of the £146 million superfast broadband budget it has spent on upgrading broadband in 
Shetland. 

 (S4W-26094) 

John Swinney: The Highlands and Islands Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband contract is geared 
towards maximising coverage across the region, rather than having specific amounts allocated to each 
local authority area. There is therefore no budget allocation for Shetland and the budget is not broken 
down by local authority area. 

By the end of June 2015 BT will have claimed, and Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) will have 
paid, £56 million of the project’s total £146 million costs. Much of this relates to the major subsea and 
land-based fibre optic cable installation which was required to provide fibre broadband to the west 
coast and islands of the region. This backhaul upgrade is now complete. 

The project will reach at least 84% of premises in the HIE region by the end of 2016. This includes at 
least 76% of premises in Shetland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the 47 clusters in Scotland listed in 2008 as not able to receive better than 0.517 Mbps 
broadband will be able to access superfast broadband by the end of the current programme. 

 (S4W-26095) 

John Swinney: The Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) programme is a £410 million 
investment of public and private funding designed to extend access to superfast broadband. In tandem 
with commercial deployment, DSSB will provide 95% of premises in Scotland with superfast 
broadband by 2017-18. 

The DSSB programme is being achieved through two regional projects – one in the Highlands and 
Islands (led by Highlands and Islands Enterprise) and the other in the rest of Scotland (led by the 
Scottish Government). 

Rollout plans for both projects are built around postcodes and exchange areas. These do not 
correlate with the ‘47 clusters’ list cited. Consequently it is only possible to provide deployment 
information on the associated exchange. This is summarised in the following table: 

Cluster location BT exchange DSSB deployment 

Strathrusdale Alness Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Glen Creran Appin Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Assynt Assynt No deployment currently scheduled. 

Second Coast Aultbea Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Rowerdennan Balmaha Deployment planned in exchange area. Due January to June 
2016. 

Throsk Bannockburn Exchange area already upgraded. 

Aigas Beauly Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Craik Borthwickbrae Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2016. 



Cluster location BT exchange DSSB deployment 

Forgandenny Bridge of Earn Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Drumfearn Broadford Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Luib Broadford Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 
 2016. 

Strathbrora Brora Deployment planned in exchange area. Due September 2015. 

Cortachy, Glen 
Prosen 

Cortachy Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2015. 

Craigmarloch Cumbernauld Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2015. 

Carron Valley Denny Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2016. 

Kilcoy Dingwall Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Kinkell Dingwall Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Mulbuie Dingwall Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Scoraig, 
Badcaul 

Dundonnell Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Dunans Glendaruel No deployment currently scheduled. 

Arnisdale Glenelg Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Inverfaraig Gorthleck Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2015. 

Whitebridge Gorthleck Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2015. 

Stromfirth Gott Deployment planned in exchange area. Due September 2015. 

Nairnside Inverness 
Culloden 

Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

Jura Jura Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. Parts of 
Jura are within the Community Broadband Scotland-funded 

GigaPlus Argyll project. 

Ardeonaig Killin Deployment planned in exchange area. Due end of June 2015. 

Dalqueich Kinross Exchange area already upgraded. 

Kinggoldrum Kirriemuir Exchange area already upgraded. 

Ewes Langholm Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2015. 

Glenuig Lochailort No deployment currently scheduled. 

Dunadd Lochgilphead Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July 2015. 

Knoydart Mallaig Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Eigg Mallaig Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Canna Mallaig Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Harperrig Mid Calder Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July to December 
2015. 

Drimnin Morvern Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Glenbuck Muirkirk Exchange area already upgraded. 

Cove, 
Inverasdale 

Poolewe Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Bridgend Port Charlotte Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Boyndie Portsoy Exchange area already upgraded. 

Rousay Rousay Exchange area currently not in programme. 

North Sanday Sanday Exchange area currently not in programme. 

Kylesku, 
Kylestrom 

Scourie Deployment planned in exchange area. Due 2016. 

Invergloy, 
Clunes 

Spean Bridge Deployment commenced in exchange area. 

South 
Ronaldsay 

St. Margaret’s 
Hope 

Deployment planned in exchange area. Due July 2015. 

Corgarff Strathdon No deployment currently scheduled. 

Balquhidder Strathyre Deployment planned in exchange area. Due end of June 2015. 

West Burrafirth Walls Deployment planned in exchange area. Due September 2015. 



Enterprise and Environment 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of complaints and objections from the local community and forest operators, including Forestry 
Commission Scotland, regarding the designation of Core Path C223 in the Cowal area, what its 
response is to the statement by the chief executive of Argyll and Bute Council in a letter to a 
complainant that "The Council has been directed by the Scottish Government to include C223 in the 
list of Core Paths and there is no process to reverse this." 

 (S4W-26022) 

Aileen McLeod: All objections to the Argyll and Bute Council Core Paths Plan were considered by 
reporters from the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals, who investigated the 
circumstances surrounding the objections and made recommendations to Scottish Ministers. 

The recommendation in respect of Core Path C223 was accepted by Scottish Ministers who, under 
the powers in the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 section 18(7), have directed Argyll and Bute 
Council to adopt their core paths plan. The Core Path C223 is also an agreed timber haulage route 
and, in recognition of this, the direction letter asks the council to ensure that there is information and 
signage both for vehicle drivers and path users, and that the situation is monitored. 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) warnings and (b) advice it has received regarding patient safety in out-of-hours primary care 
services. 

 (S4W-26024) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government commissioned a national review of primary care out-of-
hours services in January 2015. The review programme includes a quality and safety task group which 
is examining how the safety of out-of-hours services can best be measured and improved.  

The national review will submit its report to me in September 2015 which may include 
recommendations around patient safety. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of any risks to patient safety in Lanarkshire due to a lack of GP availability in 
out-of-hours primary care services. 

 (S4W-26025) 

Shona Robison: The design, implementation and management of primary care out-of-hours service 
is the responsibility of NHS Scotland health boards based on local needs and priorities, and as 
informed by national policies and frameworks. Patient safety is of paramount importance which has 
driven the interim service solution. The board’s final proposals for primary care out-of-hours services 
must be consistent with recommendations arising out of the national review of primary care out-of-
hours services and will be subject to ministerial approval. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it supports the interim two-centre model of out-of-hours primary care in NHS Lanarkshire and 
whether it supports it becoming permanent. 

 (S4W-26029) 

Shona Robison: The design, implementation and management of primary care out-of-hours 
services is the responsibility of NHS Scotland health boards. The Scottish Government is aware of the 
interim model in place for primary care out-of-hours in NHS Lanarkshire. All boards will be expected to 
align their out-of-hours services with recommendations arising out of the national review of primary 
care out-of-hours services. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is promoting employment opportunities in out-of-hours primary care services to doctors. 



 (S4W-26035) 

Shona Robison: NHS Scotland health boards are responsible for resourcing out-of-hours services 
to meet the needs of their populations. The national review of primary care out-of-hours services, 
commissioned by the Scottish Government in January 2015, is examining the out-of-hours workforce 
as part of the workforce and training task group which includes doctors. The review is due to report its 
findings and recommendations in September 2015. 

The Scottish Government is currently funding the Scotland General Practitioners (GPs) Returner 
Programme, which provides an opportunity for GPs who have previously worked in NHS general 
practice to safely return to general practice following a career break of at least two years or time spent 
working abroad. It is envisaged that this scheme will facilitate the increase in take-up of GPs working 
during the out-of-hours period. The programme offers incentives for participants to contribute to the 
out-of-hours service. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it provides to NHS Lanarkshire to address the risks marked in red in NHS Lanarkshire’s 
corporate risk register. 

 (S4W-26036) 

Shona Robison: In addition to setting national policies and providing resources (NHS Lanarkshire’s 
resource budget has increased by £41.8 million or 4.1% in 2015-16 to a record high of £1,055.6 
million), the government keeps in close contact with health boards on the key risks they face, 
providing additional support where this is necessary and appropriate.  

For instance, the two ‘red’ risks identified in the last corporate risk register presented to the board of 
NHS Lanarkshire in May 2015 referred to the sustainability of local primary care out of hours services 
and unscheduled care performance.  

On the former, the board of NHS Lanarkshire agreed an interim model in late May 2015 to maintain 
patient safety in the short term while developing a long term solution around a broader range of out-of-
hours proposals. These long term proposals, which will ultimately be subject to ministerial approval, 
must be developed in consultation with staff and the general public and be fully consistent with the 
conclusions of the national review of out-of-hours services, due in autumn 2015. 

On the latter, NHS Lanarkshire has previously received £2.03 million from the government through 
the £50 million National Unscheduled Care Action Plan over two years (£0.89 million in 2013-14 and 
£1.14 million in 2014-15). For 2015-16, the health board will receive unscheduled care action plan 
funding of £811,762. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
make women fitted with Boston Scientific Advantage Fit and Pinnacle implants aware that they have 
been fitted with these products. 

 (S4W-26038) 

Shona Robison: Any woman who is worried, or is experiencing complications, should contact their 
surgeon or GP for advice. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many women in 
Scotland have been fitted with Boston Scientific Advantage Fit and Pinnacle implants. 

 (S4W-26041) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish in full the recommendations of the Sexual and Reproductive Health Pharmacy 
Expert Working Group. 

 (S4W-26052) 



Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-25531 on 26 May 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

The Scottish Government is currently considering further work on sexual and reproductive health 
and community pharmacy, and will produce details on next steps in due course. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
address reported longer waiting times at NHS Lanarkshire than anywhere else and ensure that people 
in Lanarkshire receive treatment times on a par with the rest of the country. 

 (S4W-26075) 

Shona Robison: NHS Lanarkshire has consistently exceeded the waiting time standard that 90% of 
patients are seen and treated within 18 weeks from initial referral since it came into effect on 31 
December 2011. The latest published figures by Information Services Division on 26 May 2015 
showed Lanarkshire delivery at 92.3% for the month of March 2015 – the best mainland territorial 
board performance.  

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that NHS Lanarkshire increases the percentage of patients seen within four hours from its 
current average of 88% to the target of 95%. 

 (S4W-26076) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is supporting NHS Lanarkshire to improve its 
performance against the four hour target through the national unscheduled care programme. 

This new focused approach will be progressed by dedicated national and local teams. NHS 
Lanarkshire is currently in the process of appointing its team and implementing some of the early 
actions of the new approach, which have already seen significant improvement in Monklands – in fact 
performance in the week ending 7 June 2015 performance at Monklands was 96.5%. NHS 
Lanarkshire has received over £800,000 for 2015-16 to support improvements in unscheduled care. 

In May 2015 I launched the roll out of a new six essential actions approach to improving 
unscheduled care nationally. This new approach, which has been welcomed by clinicians, the 
academy of Royal Colleges and the Royal College of Nursing, aims to minimise long waits in A&E and 
assessment units by improving patient flow throughout all areas of the hospital and in the community. 
This approach has already underpinned improvements in other NHS boards across Scotland, ensuring 
best practice is installed throughout the hospital system. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
such facilities not being available in Scotland, what steps the NHS takes to ensure that men requiring 
robot-assisted prostate cancer surgery can access overseas facilities. 

 (S4W-26085) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-25847 on 11 June 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
men from Scotland have been referred to NHS facilities in England for robot-assisted prostate cancer 
surgery in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-26087) 

Shona Robison: This information is not held centrally. The arrangements for access to healthcare 
in NHS England, or elsewhere in the UK, for residents of Scotland are based on individual clinical 
decisions. The clinical requirement for any such referral is defined by a relevant specialist working in 
NHS Scotland in consultation with their patient. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to improve cervical screening rates among women with 
learning difficulties. 

 (S4W-26096) 

Maureen Watt: Responsibility for uptake within the Scottish Cervical Screening Programme rests 
with individual health boards. However, the Scottish Government encourages all boards to utilise the 
information materials available to them in discussing cervical screening with women who have 
learning difficulties. In particular, the two easy read leaflets in NHS Health Scotland’s ‘Keep Yourself 
Healthy’ series which deal with cervical screening. 

We have also highlighted to board screening co-ordinators the excellent new resources produced by 
Jo’s Cervical Trust to assist women with learning disabilities in making an informed decision on taking 
up their invitation to screening. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what analysis it has made of the effectiveness of self-sampling for human 
papilloma virus (HPV) testing as an alternative to the screening for people over 50. 

 (S4W-26097) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government is currently working with colleagues in NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway on their exciting, world leading research in to self-sampling for the HPV virus. That research 
will be published soon and will form part of our analysis of introducing HPV testing as a first line test in 
the cervical screening programme. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it will take in light of reports that women with learning difficulties are 
45% less likely to be screened for cervical cancer. 

 (S4W-26098) 

Maureen Watt: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-26096 on 23 June 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
take action to address reported variations in the use of contractual care routes in general and route 3 
in particular. 

 (S4W-26104) 

Shona Robison: The charging for residential accommodation working group will be meeting in July 
2015. This will be one of the matters that the group will be discussing. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
remains to be raised to purchase the facilities that will allow robot-assisted surgery for prostate cancer 
treatment to be carried out at sites in the (a) east and (b) west, and when these services will be 
operational. 

 (S4W-26147) 

Shona Robison: As I announced on 15 March 2015, the Scottish Government is committing a 
further £2 million to provide state-of-the-art robotic surgery which will improve the quality of life of 
patients. 

The funding, which complements the fundraising efforts of Prostate Scotland, will be offered to NHS 
boards to help purchase two robots which will allow the introduction of robot assisted prostate cancer 
surgery in the east and west of Scotland within the next two years. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


This new equipment will allow surgeons to perform minimally invasive surgery and will be used for 
prostate cancer patients. The funding follows on from the Scottish Government’s earlier commitment 
to invest up to £1 million to support NHS Grampian to purchase a robot to be located in Aberdeen by 
October 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress has been made with the development of a national learning and development 
framework for foster care. 

 (S4W-26070) 

Fiona McLeod: In July 2014 the Scottish Government commissioned Scottish Social Services 
Council (SSSC) to develop a learning and development framework for foster carers in Scotland. A 
large scoping exercise was undertaken to capture existing qualifications and learning and 
development opportunities already available to foster carers and to seek foster carer and foster care 
agency views about what the content of a learning and development framework for foster carers in 
Scotland should include. 

The findings of the scoping study have been used by SSSC to develop a draft technical standard 
which will form the basis for further discussion with its strategic group. The next stage of work will be 
to develop a comprehensive communications strategy and engage fully with the sector through a 
series of events. In the meantime a more detailed update can be found at:  
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/protecting/lac/foster-care-review 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what conclusions it has reached from its research into foster care allowances; whether it plans to 
introduce changes to such allowances, and, if so, by when. 

 (S4W-26071) 

Fiona McLeod: The Scottish Government undertook research on foster care allowances which 
compared methodologies used across the UK on how levels of fostering allowances were reached. It 
recommended that further research into minimum income standards be undertaken to examine what 
additional costs there are in caring for children living in foster care in Scotland. We plan to take 
forward this work in the wider context of both foster and kinship care. 

A recent legal challenge to Scottish local authorities by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
about the need for parity to be reached between children living in kinship and foster care has meant 
that we need to plan a course of action. We will soon be inviting representation from across the sector 
on to a steering group to represent the needs of children and young people in those care settings. 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/protecting/lac/foster-care-review
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