
Friday 1 May 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Independent Expert Scientific Panel, which published a report in 2014 on unconventional oil and gas 
extraction, including fracking, continues to meet. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2015 (S4W-25124) 

Fergus Ewing: The Independent Expert Scientific Panel on Unconventional Oil and Gas no longer 
meets, having completed its review of the scientific evidence, and will be publishing its final report on 
28 July 2014. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
remuneration was paid to members of the Independent Expert Scientific Panel, which reported on 
unconventional oil and gas extraction, including fracking, in 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 24 April 2015 (S4W-25125) 

Fergus Ewing: The members of the Expert Scientific Panel on Unconventional Oil and Gas were 
not remunerated by the Scottish Government. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had in each year since 2007 with representatives of the workforce at 
Longannet power station regarding the future of the facility. 

 (S4W-25246) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has regular contact with representatives of Scottish 
Power at which the company’s existing generation assets and future investment plans are discussed. 

Following Scottish Power’s decision to opt-out Longannet from the UK Capacity Market auction in 
October 2014 – a decision Scottish Power linked explicitly to the UK system of discriminatory 
transmission charges – both the Deputy First Minister and Minister for Business, Energy and Tourism 
have visited Longannet power station to meet staff, company and union representatives. 

Scotland’s energy minister met with the union Prospect on 23 February 2015, on behalf of all the 
Longannet unions, and on 26 March 2015 he met with a larger union delegation organised by the 
Scottish Trades Union Congress, which included union officials from Prospect, GMB, Unite, Unison, 
ASLEF and RMT. 

The Scottish Government at ministerial and official level continues to engage with Scottish Power, 
Fife Council and workforce representatives to explore options to avert the premature closure of 
Longannet, protect local employment and safeguard the security of Scotland’s electricity supply. The 
energy minister and Councillor David Ross of Fife Council have agreed to co-chair a meeting focused 
on Longannet on 20 May 2015 to which workforce representatives will be invited. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government in each year since 2007 regarding the future of 
the Longannet power station. 

 (S4W-25248) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has consistently argued throughout the Scottish National 
Party administration for reform of the UK transmission charging regime introduced by the Labour 
government in 2005 that unfairly penalises Scottish generators such as Longannet. 

Transmission charging and the important role Longannet plays in security of supply were discussed 
at a meeting of the Scottish Energy Advisory Board chaired by the First Minister on 16 February 2015. 
The First Minister subsequently exchanged letters with the Prime Minister in February and March 
2015 highlighting Scottish Government concerns about Longannet’s future and the need for the 



Scottish Parliament and government to have oversight of the analysis and subsequent decisions 
which affect the security of Scotland’s electricity supply. 

Under the devolved settlement, governmental and regulatory responsibility and operational control 
of UK energy market issues rests with the UK Government, Ofgem and National Grid. The actions 
urgently required on the key factors contributing to the threat of premature closure of Longannet – 
principally, transmission charges and the design of the UK Capacity Market – are ones that must be 
taken by the relevant UK authorities rather than the Scottish Government. 

A chronology of recent discussions and correspondence led by the myself relating to Longannet is 
listed in the following table. 

Date Activity 

6 October 
2014 

I wrote to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change requesting urgent 
talks on Longannet. 

7 October 
2014 

I had a telephone call with Neil Clitheroe (Chief Executive Officer, Scottish Power 
Retail and Generation) and discussed the future of Longannet. 

Topical Question S4T-00804: ‘To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking regarding the future of Longannet power station’ was answered by myself in 

the Scottish Parliament. 

22 October 
2014 

I had a telephone call with Neil Clitheroe and had another discussion on the future 
of Longannet. 

12 November 
2014 

I co-chaired a meeting of the Thermal Generation and Carbon Capture and 
Storage Industry Leadership Group. The state of the electricity sector was 

discussed, focusing on supply margins. 

14 November 
2014 

I wrote to Steve Holliday, the Chief Executive Officer of National Grid, following 
the publication of the company’s winter outlook report. National Grid was asked to 

explain how it assesses the role Longannet has to play in ensuring an adequate 
level of security of supply in Scotland. 

26 November 
2014 

I met with Mike Calviou, Director of Transmission Network Service at National 
Grid, to discuss the future of Longannet and the emerging findings of National 

Grid’s system study for Scotland. 

21 January 
2015 

I met with Keith Anderson (Chief Corporate Officer, Scottish Power), Frank 
Mitchell (Chief Executive Officer, SP Energy Networks) and Neil Clitheroe. 

Discussions included the future of Longannet. 

23 February 
2015 

I visited Longannet and met with representatives of Scottish Power and the union 
Prospect. 

25 February 
2015 

I had a telephone call with the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
and discussed the future of Longannet. 

13 March 
2015 

I had a telephone call with Mike Calviou and sought answers to the many 
concerns about security of supply in Scotland including Longannet’s future. 

19 March 
2015 

I met with Mike Calviou in London and sought reassurances that National Grid 
was recognising the full value of Longannet. 

26 March 
2015 

I met with representatives of the Scottish Trades Union Congress, Prospect, GMB, 
Unite, Unison, ASLEF and RMT at the Scottish Parliament to explore possible 

actions to avert or mitigate premature closure of Longannet. 

Health and Social Care 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government in what circumstances a letter from a secondary care service medical professional 
recommending the prescription of a drug or other medication by a GP will incur a charge to the 
patient. 

(S4W-25338)

Maureen Watt: It is common practice for hospital consultants to recommend to a patient’s GP the 
prescribing of a drug as part of the patient’s ongoing care at home. All prescriptions issued on a 
Scottish NHS prescription form are dispensed free in Scotland. 

The circumstances in which a GP prescription may incur a charge to the patient might include 

occasions where the prescription is presented and dispensed in a pharmacy in England and the 

patient does not hold a valid exemption certificate, or is otherwise exempt, and if the GP is treating 



the patient on a private basis and issues a private prescription for treatment not available on the NHS. 

A GP can write a private prescription but cannot charge for writing it if the patient is registered for 

NHS care with that GP or any other GP in the same practice. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government which homeopathic medicines are contained in the approved prescribing list for GPs. 

(S4W-25339)

Maureen Watt: There is no approved list of homeopathic medicines for prescription.  

The prescribing of specific medicines, including homeopathic ones, is a clinical decision taken in 

consultation with the patient based on the GP’s competencies and awareness of the medicines 

concerned, and whether they are appropriate treatment for that patient. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether (a) Syzygium 30c and (b) Natrum Muriaticum 1m powder is available to NHS 

patients. 

(S4W-25340) 

Maureen Watt: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-25339 on 1 May 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Learning and Justice 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
publish information on student support rates for 2015-16 and for what reason there has been a delay 
in doing so. 

 (S4W-25228) 

Angela Constance: The 2015-16 funding guide, which includes details of student support rates, 
became available on the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) website on 2 April 2015. The 
SAAS events team has distributed the guide at events since 26 March 2015. 

The SAAS website and online application service holds information for single academic years and 
application cycles to avoid confusion for students and to ensure that they receive the correct funding 
information for the correct academic year. The closure of an annual application cycle coincides with 
the opening of the next annual application cycle; it is at this time that SAAS will normally update its 
online information for students, as it has done this year. 

The Scottish Government is committed to free tuition and providing financial support for student’s 
living costs. Ministers will always take the opportunity (including in-year) to further improve student 
support when that is affordable. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has made 
an assessment of what impact the (a) timing and (b) quality of information on student support has on 
applicants or student behaviour and, if not, whether it will ask its widening access commission to do 
so. 

 (S4W-25229) 

Angela Constance: Provision of high quality information for students on the level of support they 
can access is crucial. The Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) has not looked explicitly at 
the impact of the timing of information on student support, as this has not been raised to date as an 
issue by students. Generally, the quality of information available from SAAS is under continuous 
review with regular feedback received from online application workshops that SAAS deliver to 
students.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


A good example involves changes made to the 2015-16 online application system to highlight the 
funding available to students coming from care and those with caring responsibilities. These changes 
were a direct result of engagement between SAAS, Who Cares Scotland and the Scottish Youth 
Parliament.  

The Commission on Widening Access will seek to identify any barriers to accessing higher 
education for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4T-00988 by Alasdair Allan on 31 March 2015 (Official Report, c. 
8), when it was announced that the Global Excellence Initiative to support world leading research in 
Scotland’s universities would be time limited, and by whom. 

 (S4W-25254) 

Angela Constance: The previous Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, Michael 
Russell, wrote to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) in March 2013 and asked them to consider 
allocating additional funding (the ‘global excellence initiative’) to help universities maintain and 
improve their international competitive position. This letter – which is publicly available at:  
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/web/FILES/About_the_Council/Letter_of_guidance_re_Global_Excellence2.pdf – 
recognised that funding may require to be time limited and that decisions on additional investment 
should be related to what could be afforded within the SFC’s budget. 

We fully expect our universities to build on their success and continue to attract funding from a 
range of sources, not only from the Scottish Funding Council but also from the UK Research 
Councils, businesses, charities and the EU. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will rescind guardianship of Rowallan Castle. 

 (S4W-25236) 

Fiona Hyslop: The legal and administrative arrangements to secure transitional and ongoing 
arrangements for preservation of the monument are being finalised. I wrote to the Education and 
Culture Committee on 28 February 2015 to inform them of this case. These arrangements will include 
a legally binding agreement including conservation and maintenance along with public access 
requirements. As soon as these arrangements are completed guardianship of Rowallan Old Castle 
will be rescinded. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much (a) it and (b) its relevant bodies have spent on the upkeep and conservation of Rowallan Castle 
during its time in public ownership. 

 (S4W-25238) 

Fiona Hyslop: Rowallan has not been in public ownership, it has been maintained by the state 
under a guardianship agreement with successive owners since 1950. Guardianship of an ancient 
monument arises where the owner of the monument places it under the control and management of 
the Scottish Ministers. This is done by means of a guardianship deed. Guardianship is regulated by 
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and the guardianship deed. Guardianship 
confers powers and duties on ministers in respect of the monument, including placing a duty on 
ministers to maintain a monument. It does not alter the ownership of a monument. 

Between 1950 and 2007 around £1 million or on average around £17,544 per year was spent on 
upkeep and conservation. In the period 2008-15 Historic Scotland spent £77,663 to meet upkeep and 
conservation costs. 

Transport Scotland 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it plans to retrofit Braille buttons at the doors and toilets of ScotRail rolling stock that is not so 

equipped. 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/web/FILES/About_the_Council/Letter_of_guidance_re_Global_Excellence2.pdf


(S4W-25291)

Derek Mackay: All Abellio ScotRail trains must comply with the European rail vehicle accessibility 
standards (the TSI PRM) by 1 January 2020. 

The TSI PRM is a wide range of standards that specifies how all aspects of a train should be 
designed and built to facilitate the safe and comfortable carriage of passengers with reduced mobility. 
The TSI PRM requires trains to provide braille signage on entrance and toilet door buttons.  

Currently 160 (55.5%) of ScotRail’s fleet of 288 trains already fully complies with the TSI PRM, 
which includes the provision of braille signage on buttons. It is likely most of the 44.5% of the fleet that 
does not fully comply with the TSI PRM will have braille signage on buttons, but do not comply with 
the TSI PRM on other areas. 

ScotRail has made a commitment to refurbish the remainder of the fleet that will be retained beyond 
2020 to the TSI PRM standard by early 2019. This will ensure the entire fleet is fitted with braille 
signage where appropriate.  

All 104 new trains which are planned to be introduced by the end of 2018 into its fleet by ScotRail 
will be TSI PRM compliant.  

ScotRail are currently refining a programme of refurbishment to older rolling stock, and at this stage 

cannot specify how many trains do not currently have braille signage on buttons and what it will cost 

to retro-fit these as part of wider refurbishment. However, it is likely to be a relatively small proportion 

of older trains that may not have braille signage. 

 
Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

what provisions there are in the ScotRail contract to ensure that blind and partially sighted people can 
travel independently on trains in safety. 

(S4W-25292)

Derek Mackay: ScotRail publishes a Disabled Persons Protection Policy (DPPP) as a condition of 
its operating licence. The DPPP sets out in detail the wide range of services available to assist 
disabled passengers to use ScotRail services. This includes a telephone assistance and booking 
service that is of particular benefit for blind or visually impaired passengers. 

To ensure the safest and most comfortable travel experience for a blind passenger, ScotRail 
provides a dedicated Passenger Assist service. Any disabled passenger who wants to travel 
independently but who requires help can book assistance in advance of travel and they will be met at 
the station by staff and escorted to their seat on the train. If requested, a blind passenger will then be 
assisted off the train and taken to the station entrance or guided to any companion they may be 
meeting at the destination station.  

Station staff will aim to assist any passenger who asks for help. However, to ensure a more reliable 
level of service, passengers are asked to book assistance a minimum of four hours in advance of 
travel if possible. This may be of particular benefit for blind passengers travelling alone as it gives 
staff adequate time to prepare and to assist the blind passenger to their train.  

Abellio ScotRail has made a commitment to reduce the period of advance notice required to three 
hours in the next year and aims to reduce this to one hour over the longer term. This should increase 
the flexibility and choice for passengers who may need assistance. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

what proportion of ScotRail rolling stock is provided with Braille buttons to assist blind or partially 

sighted people to (a) board and leave the trains and (b) locate and use the toilets. 

(S4W-25293)

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-25291 on 1 May 2015. All 

answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 

facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

what assessment has been made of the (a) practicality and (b) cost of retrofitting Braille buttons at the 

doors and toilets of ScotRail rolling stock that is not so equipped. 

(S4W-25294)

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-25291 on 1 May 2015. All 

answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 

facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

 

S4W-25232 

S4W-25247 

S4W-25253 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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