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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) businesses and (b) people have submitted online planning applications via 
the ePlanning Scotland website in each year since 2009, broken down by local authority, and what the 
average saving was. 

 (S4W-24865) 

Alex Neil: Anyone who registers on the portal can set their account as either a ‘professional’ or a 
‘general public’ user. The reason for this initial distinction is to customise their experience. As regular 
users of the portal professionals benefit from additional functionality made available to them. The 
general public are assisted with easy to use forms and guidance. The Scottish Government does not 
however retain information on the breakdown of applications submitted through the ePlanning portal 
by types of user, whether they be professionals, businesses or the general public. 

The average saving per applicant is based on several factors associated with producing a traditional 
paper based application. This includes savings to be made from costs associated with printing 
technical drawings, design statements, visualisations etc. as well as the packaging and postage costs. 
Other savings are generated by the efficiencies the portal provides, freeing up the applicants time to 
work on other activities. None of these savings have a bearing on which planning authority is 
processing the application or who the applicant is; an average is applied across all applications. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the membership is of the (a) Violence Against Women Joint Strategic Board and (b) violence against 
women strategy working groups. 

 (S4W-24900) 

Alex Neil: The Violence Against Women Joint Strategic Board will be co-chaired by the Scottish 
Government and COSLA with membership drawn from key statutory and third sector partners. We will 
make the membership of the new board and four expert working groups available as soon as it is 
possible to do so. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
each of the violence against women strategy working groups (a) has met, (b) will report on progress 
and (c) will report its recommendations to the joint strategic board. 

 (S4W-24902) 

Alex Neil: As stated in the answer to S4W-24905 on 25 March 2015, positive progress is being 
made in a number of key areas and to take forward the early commitments made in Equally Safe. 
Unfortunately it has not been possible to move forward as quickly as originally envisaged in 
establishing the four expert working groups proposed in Equally Safe to inform the development of 
longer term action plans in the areas of: primary prevention; capacity and capability; justice, and 
accountability. We are currently looking at the timing and development of this longer term work. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
developments there have been regarding the strategy, Equally Safe: Scotland's Strategy for 
Preventing and Eradicating Violence against Women and Girls, since its publication. 

 (S4W-24905) 

Alex Neil: Since Equally Safe was published on 25 June 2014 positive progress has been made in a 
number of key areas. Building on the strategy, the Scottish Government committed in the Programme 
for Government to consult in 2015 on the potential to introduce a specific ‘domestic abuse’ offence 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


and an offence against the sharing of intimate images – so-called ‘revenge porn’. The courts and 
Crown office have put in place additional resources to speed up the processing of cases, including 
cases involving domestic abuse and sexual offences, through the courts, and Police Scotland is 
currently piloting a disclosure scheme for domestic abuse in two locations – Aberdeen and Ayrshire. 

In addition, the Scottish Government announced on 20 March 2015 that it will be investing £11.8 
million from its equality budget (total £20.3 million) in a range of projects and services to tackle, raise 
awareness of, and support those affected by violence and abuse during 2015-16. This funding 
includes: £60,000 for a Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference development officer Scotland in 
connection with the commitment made by the Scottish Government in Equally Safe to ‘‘roll-out a 
National Framework for Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences’’, and £220,000 of funding to 
support work to tackle female genital mutilation in 2015-16. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much the transmission charges are for 2014-15, broken down by power station. 

 (S4W-24705) 

Fergus Ewing: The specific information requested is not routinely compiled or published by the 
Scottish Government. Transmission charges are administered by National Grid Electricity 
Transmission plc which publishes details of the tariffs that apply to different zones across Great Britain 
on its website at:  
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/Industry-information/System-charges/Electricity-
transmission/Transmission-Network-Use-of-System-Charges/Statement-of-Use-of-System-Charges/. 

Transmission charging is an increasingly critical issue in relation to future electricity generation in 
Scotland and as such the Scottish Government has asked National Grid to make public as much 
information as possible about the charges applied to particular power stations. This is further to our 
request that National Grid publishes its full detailed analysis of security of supply in Scotland, to 
ensure proper scrutiny of this matter which is of utmost national importance. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) consideration it has given to and (b) representations it has received regarding locating Wave 
Energy Scotland in Orkney. 

 (S4W-24827) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers and Highlands and Islands Enterprise have received 
representations from Mr McArthur and one of his constituents. A final decision on the location of Wave 
Energy Scotland is one for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the issue of Wave Energy Scotland being located in Orkney will be considered at the next 
meeting of the Island Areas Ministerial Working Group. 

 (S4W-24829) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-24831 on 25 March 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers the decision to locate Wave Energy Scotland in Inverness is consistent with the 
commitment to "island-proof" all decisions by it and its agencies. 

 (S4W-24830) 

Fergus Ewing: The Wave Energy Scotland (WES) inception team is currently based in Inverness. A 
decision on the permanent location – or locations – for WES in the Highlands and Islands has not yet 
been made. This is a matter for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. 

http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/Industry-information/System-charges/Electricity-transmission/Transmission-Network-Use-of-System-Charges/Statement-of-Use-of-System-Charges/
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/Industry-information/System-charges/Electricity-transmission/Transmission-Network-Use-of-System-Charges/Statement-of-Use-of-System-Charges/
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the debate on motion S4M-12218 on 18 February 2015, where Wave Energy Scotland is to 
be located in the future. 

 (S4W-24831) 

Fergus Ewing: A small Wave Energy Scotland team will be located in the Highlands and Islands. 
The final decision on location is one for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government which 
gas-fired power stations have been mothballed and in what year; what the annual cost has been to 
maintain each; what the maximum output of each would be if reinstated, expressed as a percentage of 
overall (a) Scottish and (b) UK capacity, and what information it has regarding stations in the rest of 
the UK. 

 (S4W-24833) 

Fergus Ewing: The only major, transmission-connected gas power station in Scotland is sited at 
Peterhead and remains operational. The information requested on annual maintenance costs and 
maximum output of mothballed gas power stations in the rest of the UK is not held centrally. This 
information may be available from the owners of these power stations. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the running costs have been of each operational gas-fired power station in each year since 1999, and 
what information it has regarding stations in the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-24845) 

Fergus Ewing: The information requested is not held centrally. Such commercial information may 
be available from the owners of the relevant power stations. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
Scottish Natural Heritage will produce the annual update to the wind farm footprint maps. 

 (S4W-24873) 

Fergus Ewing: There is no scheduled update of the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) wind farm 
footprint map. The Scottish Government and SNH are in discussion with the UK Government about 
securing more comprehensive data on wind turbines supporting better mapping of wind turbines 
across the country on which everybody can rely. The Scottish Government and SNH are doing this in 
response to criticism that the wind farm footprint map previously produced by SNH was incomplete. 
SNH’s wind farm footprint map did not comprehensively capture all small scale wind farms and single 
turbines primarily as their remit was focussed on commenting on large scale wind farms. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on reviewing the guidelines regarding noise pollution from 
onshore wind developments. 

 (S4W-24893) 

Aileen McLeod: Responsibility for dealing with any complaints about noise and nuisance, including 
from onshore wind developments rests with local authorities, who have a duty to investigate such 
complaints under the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. In support of this the 
Scottish Government issued guidance on these provisions in January 2009:  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2009/01/23142152/0. Further guidance specifically relating to noise 
from wind turbines – Wind Farm Noise Statutory Nuisance Complaint Methodology – and aimed at all 
of the UK was published in April 2011: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69222/pb-13584-
windfarm-noise-statutory-nuisance.pdf  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2009/01/23142152/0
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69222/pb-13584-windfarm-noise-statutory-nuisance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69222/pb-13584-windfarm-noise-statutory-nuisance.pdf


The Institute of Acoustics published A Good Practice Guide to the Application of ETSU-R-97 for the 
Assessment and Rating of Wind Turbine Noise in May 2013. The Scottish Government recognised 
that the guidance represented industry good practice in correspondence with the Institute of Acoustics. 
The view of the Scottish Government is that the provisions currently in place in respect of planning 
and environmental health provide an appropriate and practical level of public protection from noise 
concerns arising from the development and operation of wind farms in Scotland. We are aware that 
some people in Scotland are concerned about possible health impacts from wind farms. In line with 
our approach to other public health issues, the Scottish Government receives evidence-based advice 
from Health Protection Scotland, our national health protection experts, and also from Public Health 
England. They have the expertise to assess the scientific literature available on this topic, and keep it 
under review. At the current time, there is not sufficient evidence to conclude that wind farms have 
negative health impacts. In this context the Scottish Government will study the Northern Ireland 
Assembly wind energy inquiry report for any lessons.  

The Scottish Government has also commissioned research looking at whether the impacts predicted 
by developers prior to approval at 10 onshore wind farm developments were consistent with the 
impacts experienced with those wind farms now that they are operating. The study is looking 
specifically at visual, shadow flicker and noise impacts. Whilst the study results are not expected to be 
representative of the wind farm sector as a whole, as they relate only to 10 wind farms where there 
have been known complaints, it is expected to lead to further changes in planning advice and 
guidance to help manage the future impacts of wind farms. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the report on turbine noise that was compiled by Professor 
Ursula Walsh on behalf of the Northern Ireland Assembly’s Committee for the Environment as part of 
its wind energy inquiry. 

 (S4W-24894) 

Aileen McLeod: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-24893 on 25 March 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to monitor the long-term implication of noise pollution from 
wind turbines. 

 (S4W-24895) 

Aileen McLeod: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-24893 on 25 March 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
unannounced inspections are carried out on fish farms. 

 (S4W-24970) 

Aileen McLeod: Government organisations, including Marine Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate 
and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, carry out unannounced inspections as part of their 
routine work programmes. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the fiscal assumptions that underpin the assertions in both publications entitled Benefits of 
Improved Public Performance. 

 (S4W-25019) 

John Swinney: The assumptions underpinning the modelling scenarios are outlined on page 1 of 
the report published on 9 March 2015 and are quoted below: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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“The first scenario reflects the situation under the Smith Commission powers where the majority of 
additional tax revenue generated by increased economic activity are retained by the UK Government 
and cannot be directly reinvested back into the Scottish economy. 

Under the second scenario, all additional tax revenue generated by the expansion in the economy 
are assumed to be retained in Scotland and reinvested back into Scotland’s public finances and public 
services. This scenario is referred to in the paper as ‘Full Revenue Retention’.” 

The full report can be accessed via the following link: 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/imagelibrary/downloadmedia.ashx?MediaDetailsID=3417&SizeId=-1  

Finance 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what Barnett 
consequentials arise from the 2015 UK Budget announcements and how these will be allocated. 

 (S4W-25000) 

John Swinney: Barnett consequentials arising from the UK Budget announcement amounted to 
£31.5 million, £29.9 million of resource DEL and £1.6 million of capital DEL. The consequentials 
arising from health expenditure in the rest of the UK will be passed on in full to health in Scotland. 
Other decisions on deployment of the consequentials will be taken in due course as part of our budget 
management processes. 

Health and Social Care 

Annabel Goldie (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many whole-time equivalent GPs there have been in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-24861) 

Shona Robison: 

Year Number of GPs 

2007 4,686 

2008 4,890 

2009 4,907 

2010 4,905 

2011 4,888 

2012 4,856 

2013 4,881 

2014 4,918 

Information on whole-time equivalent status of GPs is not routinely available. However, the next 
national primary care workforce survey will be held later in 2015. 

Other information on the GP workforce, including headcount data, is published by NHS Scotland:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-Other-Practice-Workforce/ 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4O-04120 by Maureen Watt on 12 March 2015 (Official Report, c. 5), what the target is 
for patients to receive access to an insulin pump when it is deemed to be medically appropriate. 

 (S4W-24869) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government has not set a specific target in relation to initiation on to 
insulin pump therapy. However, we expect insulin pumps to be made available as soon as possible 
after a clinical decision is made to provide one, taking account of individual patient circumstances and 
clinical considerations. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-24755 by Jamie Hepburn on 12 March 
2015, given that the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has responsibility for 
psychological therapy treatment, such as mindfulness, in England, what the equivalent authority is for 
approving such treatments in Scotland. 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/imagelibrary/downloadmedia.ashx?MediaDetailsID=3417&SizeId=-1
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-Other-Practice-Workforce/


 (S4W-24886) 

Jamie Hepburn: In partnership with Scottish Government, NHS Education for Scotland (NES) has 
produced and updated ‘The Matrix’ – A Guide to Delivering Evidence-based Psychological Therapies 
in Scotland since 2008. The Matrix summarises the evidence base for psychological therapies, 
offering guidance on choosing the most effective therapies for mental illness and disorder, and on the 
training and governance structures necessary to ensure safe and effective practice. NES also 
supports the training of both mindfulness teachers and supervisors across Scotland. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on Scottish Borders Council’s implementation of 
self-directed support as, according to its website, support is only available for needs identified as 
“critical” and “substantial” and resources are not available to meet “moderate” and “low” needs, and 
whether it considers that this is outwith the spirit of the law. 

 (S4W-24891) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government expect all local authorities to comply with their duty of 
care under Section 12A of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. They must be sure that the resources 
they allocate to a person are sufficient to meet their needs and any provision or assistance should be 
based on a detailed and outcomes-focussed social care assessment. Local authorities must be fair 
and transparent in allocation of funds. 

The self-directed support statutory guidance provides a steer to local authorities that they should 
consider their strategy for investing in preventative and universal services – interventions which 
prevent or delay the need for formal social care and support.  

The Scottish Government has provided funding of £720,000 from 2011-12 to 2015-16 to Scottish 
Borders Council to deliver the self-directed support strategy. Local authorities are expected to: 

Invest an appropriate amount of funding in effective preventative and universal services. 

Ensure services meet the needs of funded clients and the wider population, thus helping to prevent 
the escalation of needs. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will introduce a programme similar to that in England to ensure that all nursery 
staff are trained to at least level two first aid. 

 (S4W-24908) 

Fiona McLeod: This issue is currently under consideration. The Care Inspectorate is the body 
responsible for inspecting standards of care in Scotland, including day care of children services, and 
they have indicated that they will discuss with the Scottish Social Services Council and the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority first aid becoming mandatory in all early learning and childcare courses in 
Scotland. 

In addition, as part of the ongoing Review of National Care Standards, the Care Inspectorate will 
consider introducing a specific standard regarding paediatric first aid training. 

The Care Inspectorate have further stated that they welcome the successful campaign in England to 
introduce a requirement for newly qualified childcare staff with level 2 and 3 qualifications to have an 
emergency paediatric first aid or full paediatric first aid certificate, and have been monitoring 
developments with interest. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the (a) capacity and (b) demand for (i) colonoscopy and 
(ii) flexible sigmoidoscopy services over the next five years, and how it will ensure that there is 
sufficient investment in these services. 

 (S4W-24909) 



Maureen Watt: NHS boards are responsible for planning and delivering services to meet the needs 
of their local population now and in future. The Scottish Government Health Directorate is actively 
supporting all boards to better project demand for NHS services and to plan for sufficient capacity to 
meet these demands over coming years. 

The Detect Cancer Early campaigns will result in challenges to diagnostic capacity, in imaging and 
endoscopy. This is why the programme is supported by £30 million additional funding with a further 
release of up to £9.2 million in 2015-16. It is anticipated that much of this funding will be used to 
provide additional diagnostic capacity. 

In addition to this funding from the Detect Cancer Early Programme, performance against the cancer 
waiting times standards continues to receive scrutiny; support from the cancer access team is being 
offered to those NHS boards where there are challenges to sustained delivery of the cancer access 
standards – this includes colorectal with an additional £2.5 million released in 2014-15. 

To support the increasing demands placed on the NHS in the next five years, the First Minister has 
already announced that should we be re-elected in 2016, the next NHS revenue budget will receive 
real term increases for each year of the Parliament. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what resources it has made available to the programme, Endoscopy: Raising Standards 
and Effectiveness (ENDORSE), and what additional funding it will provide to assist with raising the 
quality of endoscopy units. 

 (S4W-24911) 

Maureen Watt: A Health Improvement Scotland led ENDORSE programme board is overseeing 
partnership working to deliver improvements in endoscopy services. This follows on from the HIS 
endoscopy review report A Look inside Scotland’s Endoscopy Services – National Overview (March 
2013) which identified the need for service improvement actions across all NHS boards. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it takes to ensure that people who are considered at higher risk of developing 
bowel cancer and require surveillance colonoscopy because of a (a) genetic condition and (b) history 
of it in their family are seen within six weeks of their planned recall appointment. 

 (S4W-24912) 

Maureen Watt: From 31 March 2009, the Scottish Government set a national waiting time standard 
that patients will wait no more than six weeks for any of the eight key diagnostic tests. These tests 
include colonoscopy. There is no target waiting time for endoscopy specifically for patients identified 
as high risk and requiring ongoing surveillance. The underlying medical condition determines the 
recommended surveillance interval for colonoscopy and clinicians are expected to prioritise patients 
according to clinical need. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to improve colonoscopy performance in the bowel screening 
programme. 

 (S4W-24913) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Bowel Screening Programme evaluation and monitoring group 
regularly reviews and monitors all key performance indicators (KPI) for the programme, including that 
of colonoscopy performance. 

The bowel screening KPI report, most recently published in August 2014, showed the completed 
colonoscopy rate as well above the Healthcare Improvement Scotland target of 90%. The evaluation 
and monitoring group, however, identified some variability in a small number of boards, with regard to 
colonoscopic complications. 



The Scottish Government, the relevant NHS board screening coordinators and Information Services 
Division (as the body responsible for programme data), have looked at the issue in detail. This has 
identified a number of issues around data capture as responsible for the reported variability.  

The necessary improvements in data capture have now been implemented. The next publication of 
KPI data for the programme will be issued in August 2015. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will offer teenagers immunisation against meningococcal W disease and, if so, within what 
timeframe and what age groups. 

 (S4W-24930) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government, like the other UK health departments, receives advice on 
vaccination from the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 

At its meeting on 4 February 2015 the JCVI considered the most recent epidemiological evidence 
and advised the need for an immunisation programme to vaccinate all UK adolescents aged 14 to 18 
years of age (school years S3-S6) with MenACWY, in order to protect them and also generate herd 
protection against meningococcal W disease (MenW) for the rest of the population. 

Whilst Scotland has not seen the dramatic increase in cases of MenW as has been experienced in 
England and Wales, the Scottish Government will work with Health Protection Scotland, NHS Scotland 
and other UK health departments to determine how and when the JCVI’s advice would be best 
implemented in Scotland. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is publicising the symptoms of meningococcal W disease. 

 (S4W-24931) 

Maureen Watt: Through the Scottish immunisation programme, as part of the routine childhood 
immunisation schedule, children in Scotland are offered important protection against meningitis. 
Although meningitis W specifically is not yet part of the immunisation programme in Scotland, 
information coverage of the signs and symptoms of meningitis within the Scottish immunisation 
programme is high. The communications materials, including leaflets and the Immunisation Scotland 
website, which support the programme highlight the signs and symptoms of the disease as well as 
containing web links to NHS Inform and meningitis charity websites for further information. 

The Scottish Government also continue to work with meningitis charities to raise awareness of the 
signs and symptoms of meningococcal disease to encourage prompt action where the disease is 
suspected. 

 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what safeguards there are to ensure that the convener of an adult protection committee is able to 
operate independently of local authority control. 

 (S4W-24951) 

Jamie Hepburn: It is in the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007 that the convenor of 
an adult protection committee cannot be a member or officer of the council. Guidance sets out that the 
convenor must be seen to be independent in thought and action as well as being someone with the 
necessary skills and knowledge. The guidance also recommends that it is desirable for the convenor 
to be independent of all the organisations represented on the committee. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will bring forward legislation on smoking in cars containing children as part of its public 
health bill. 

 (S4W-25066) 



Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government recently consulted on a variety of measures in its recent 
consultation, A Consultation on Electronic Cigarettes and Strengthening Tobacco Control in Scotland. 
This included a measure to ban smoking in cars with children under 18. Having considered the results 
of this consultation, the Scottish Government has now decided that we will support, in principle, the 
Member’s Bill lodged by Jim Hume MSP on 15 December 2014. The Scottish Government will 
therefore not be taking these proposals forward as part of our Public Health Bill. We look forward to 
working with Mr Hume in developing his Smoking Prohibition (Children in Motor Vehicles) (Scotland) 
Bill. 

Learning and Justice 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many arrests have been made by the British Transport Police in Scotland 
(a) on trains and (b) at train stations, and how many incidents the force has responded to, in each year 
since 1999. 

 (S4W-24820) 

Michael Matheson: This is a reserved matter. 

As you are aware, powers for the policing of the railway industry will transfer over to Scotland 
through recommendations put forward by the Smith Commission. 

The Scottish Government has set out its intent to integrate the British Transport Police in Scotland 
within Police Scotland and is taking forward discussions with the British Transport Police, the British 
Transport Police Authority, the British Transport Police Association and all relevant stakeholders in 
relation to this. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
Scottish Attainment Fund will improve the attainment of pupils with additional support needs 
irrespective of whether they live in the most deprived local authority areas. 

 (S4W-24863) 

Angela Constance: The Attainment Scotland Fund is targeted at local authorities with the biggest 
concentration of primary school pupils living in households in our most deprived areas. It will focus on 
literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing in the primary sector to support children and young 
people in these communities to achieve their potential. 

Our approach to raising attainment is for all children and young people including those with 
additional support needs, and has a firm foundation in all our key policies and programmes, the pillars 
of which are Curriculum for Excellence, Teaching Scotland’s Future, Getting it right for every child, the 
Early Years Framework and Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce. There are a range of activities 
already underway and planned, which are supporting authorities and schools across Scotland to raise 
attainment and reduce the attainment gap. 

In addition, education authorities and other agencies have duties under the Additional Support for 
Learning Act 2004 (as amended) to identify, provide for and review the additional support needs of 
their pupils. An additional support need can arise for any reason and be of short or long term duration. 

Scottish Ministers are required to report to Parliament annually on the implementation of the Act. 
The February 2014 report indicated that there has been increase of 2% in attendance for pupils with 
additional support needs, a pattern of better qualifications and higher grades for pupils with additional 
support needs since 2009-10, and that 82.3% of school leavers with additional support needs were in 
a positive destination, a rise of almost 8% on 2009-10. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether headteachers in post prior to the introduction of the professional 
masters qualification in 2018-19 will be required to undertake the new qualification if they wish to 
move to another headship. 

 (S4W-24878) 



Angela Constance: No, current headteachers have already demonstrated that they have met the 
Standard for Headship either as a result of having successfully completed the Scottish Qualification for 
Headship, the Flexible Route to Headship or that otherwise the local authority is satisfied that they 
have demonstrated through appointment procedures the qualities and experience described in the 
standard. 

In the longer term existing headteachers may wish to consider undertaking parts of the new 
qualification as part of their professional learning. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the projected number is of (a) primary and (b) secondary headteachers 
who will hold the new professional masters qualification by (i) 2019-20, (ii) 2020-21 and (iii) 2021-22. 

 (S4W-24879) 

Angela Constance: These figures are not currently available. The Scottish Government is currently 
working with the Scottish College for Educational Leadership and the Association of Directors of 
Education in Scotland to estimate the number of teachers that will need to be trained between now 
and the requirement coming into force in 2018-19. It is the responsibility of local authorities to ensure 
they employ suitably qualified staff to lead schools. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Police Scotland maintains a database of images that it uses for facial recognition 
purposes. 

 (S4W-24916) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many times Police Scotland, or the legacy forces, accessed (a) the Police National 
Database and (b) other database to use facial recognition technology in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-24917) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with Police Scotland regarding the (a) use of facial 
recognition technology and (b) development or use of databases for facial recognition purposes, and 
whether this matter was discussed with the legacy forces. 

 (S4W-24919) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not discussed these matters with Police Scotland 
or legacy forces. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) legislation and (b) rules are applied to Police Scotland’s (i) use of facial 
recognition technology and (ii) retention of (A) personal, (B) custody-suite and (C) other images. 

 (S4W-24920) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 

 



Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what funding it has provided to (a) investigate the potential for and (b) establish or 
maintain a facial recognition database for use by Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-24921) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not provided any funding specifically for a facial 
recognition database. 

Facial recognition is one element of the Police National Database services, the national information 
management system for police services across the UK to share intelligence to help prevent and detect 
crime to make communities safer. 

Prior to the formation of Police Scotland in April 2013, the Scottish Government met the cost of the 
Police National Database services for legacy forces in Scotland. The costs are now met by Police 
Scotland directly to the Home Office, which is responsible for managing the system. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding police use of facial 
recognition technology. 

 (S4W-24922) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not had any discussions with the UK 
Government regarding police use of facial recognition technology. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have had their image taken by the police in each year since 2007, 
broken down by legacy force or division; how many were never (a) subsequently charged with and (b) 
convicted of an offence, and what information it has on what happened to the images. 

 (S4W-24924) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether (a) Police Scotland and (b) any other public body it has responsibility for retains 
indefinitely images taken of people who were never (i) subsequently charged with and (ii) convicted of 
an offence and, if so, what its position is on this matter. 

 (S4W-24925) 

Michael Matheson: I have alerted the Chief Constable to your question regarding Police Scotland 
and I have asked him to reply to you direct. The Scottish Government has clear procedures for the 
retention and disposal of records. Information and records are retained only as long as they are 
required to support the Scottish Government in its business requirements and legal obligations. At the 
end of that time, the records will either be destroyed or transferred to the National Records of Scotland 
for permanent preservation. Other public bodies in Scotland retain information and records in 
accordance with records management plans required under the Public Records (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) images used in connection with facial recognition technology and (b) other 
images have been uploaded to (i) the Police National Database and (ii) other databases by Police 
Scotland and the legacy forces in each year since 2007, and when ministers were made aware of this. 

 (S4W-24926) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is a matter for Police Scotland. I have alerted the 
Chief Constable to your question and I have asked him to reply to you direct. 



Facial recognition technology is one aspect of the Police National Database service. That 
functionality was added in 2014. The number of images used and uploaded is not notified to Scottish 
Ministers. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much funding (a) it and (b) Police Scotland provides to the Police National 
Database. 

 (S4W-24927) 

Michael Matheson: Prior to the formation of Police Scotland in April 2013, the Scottish Government 
met the costs of the Police National Database services for legacy forces in Scotland. The costs are 
now met by Police Scotland directly to the Home Office. The current cost is £725,893 plus VAT per 
annum. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role (a) it and (b) Police Scotland has in the management or supervision of the 
Police National Database. 

 (S4W-24928) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has no role in the management or supervision of the 
Police National Database (PND) services; this is a matter for the Home Office. Police Scotland has 
representation at various PND groups, including the national user group and the business advisory 
group. 

Transport Scotland 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
give public transport authorities the power to compel public transport operators to participate in multi-
operator ticketing schemes. 

 (S4W-24977) 

Derek Mackay: Sections 28-32 of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2001 enable local transport 
authorities to specify what ticketing arrangements should be available for their areas and to seek to 
make these available on a voluntary basis. 

If they cannot achieve satisfactory arrangements voluntarily, then local transport authorities can, 
following consultation, impose a duty on operators to implement a ticketing scheme, which can then 
be enforced by the Traffic Commissioner. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there will be capacity in the project to dual the A9 for the laying of fibre-optic cable. 

 (S4W-24981) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland are working with the Cairngorms National Park, the Scottish 
Government, Highland Council and other agencies to maximise the opportunity to align our 
programmes. The possibility of laying digital communications infrastructure in the dualled A9 will form 
part of that agenda. 
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