
Thursday 19 February 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Johann Lamont (Glasgow Pollok) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it is taking to tackle homelessness. 

 (S4O-04030) 

Margaret Burgess: Tackling and preventing homelessness is a priority for the Scottish Government 
and work to address this is overseen by the Homelessness Prevention and Strategy Group, on which I 
sit as minister with our partners. 

Homelessness has been falling in recent years and this has continued in the most recent statistics 
published in January, when homelessness applications fell by 3% on the previous year. 

This is due to the steps we have taken to support local authorities and others to prevent 
homelessness through the development of the housing options approach. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has regarding how many households have had their (a) gas and (b) electricity supply disconnected, 
or "capped", in each of the last five years, also broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-24352) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 

However, in December 2014, the Office of Gas and Electricity markets (Ofgem) published the 
Domestic Suppliers Social Obligations: 2013 annual report. Table 10 includes data at a Scottish level 
for the number of disconnections for non-payment of debt (2011-2013): 
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/ofgem-publications/92186/annualreport2013finalforpublication.pdf 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it has made on establishing the independent commission to consider fairer systems of 
local taxation. 

 (S4W-24542) 

Marco Biagi: The Commission on Local Tax Reform will meet for the first time on Monday 23 
February

 
2015 and report in the autumn. As Minister for Local Government and Community 

Empowerment, I shall co-chair the commission with Councillor David O’Neill, the President of COSLA. 
The members are:  

Councillor Susan Aitken, SNP Local Government Convener and Leader of SNP Group, Glasgow City 
Council 
Councillor Catriona Bhatia, Leader of Liberal Democrat Group and Deputy Leader, Scottish Borders 
Council; 
Councillor Angus Campbell, Leader of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and Leader of the Independent 
Group at COSLA; 
Councillor Rhondda Geekie, Leader Of East Dunbartonshire Council and Leader of Labour Group at 
COSLA 
Dr Angela O’Hagan, Research Fellow in the Institute for Society and Social Justice Research and 
Convenor of the Scottish Women's Budget Group; 
Isobel d’Inverno, Convenor of the Tax Committee of the Law Society of Scotland and Director of 
Corporate Tax at Brodies LLP; 
Mary Kinnonmonth, Manager of Dundee Citizens Advice Bureaux and Member of Citizens Advice 
Scotland Board of Directors; 
Dr Jim McCormick, Scotland Advisor, Joseph Rowntree Foundation; 
Don Peebles, Head of CIPFA Scotland; 
Alex Rowley, MSP for Cowdenbeath and Shadow Minister for Local Government and Community 
Empowerment; 
Andy Wightman, Writer and Researcher, representing the Scottish Green Party. 

https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/ofgem-publications/92186/annualreport2013finalforpublication.pdf


 

The commission will be independent from both the Scottish Government and COSLA, but will report 
to both against a remit which is:  

To identify and examine alternative systems of local taxation that would deliver a fairer system of local 
taxation to support the funding of services delivered by local government. In doing so, the commission 
will consider: 
The impacts on individuals, households and inequalities in income and wealth; 
The wider macro-economic, demographic and fiscal impacts, including housing market and land use; 
The administrative and collection arrangements that apply, including the costs of transition and 
subsequent operation; 
Potential timetables for transition, with due regard to the 2017 Local Government elections.  
The impacts on supporting local democracy, including on the financial accountability and autonomy of 
local government. 
The revenue raising capacity of the alternatives at both local authority and national levels. 
 
In conducting its work, the commission will engage with communities across Scotland to assess public 
perceptions of the emerging findings and to reflect this evidence in its final analysis and 
recommendations. 

The commission will be supported by an independent secretariat comprising staff seconded from 
COSLA and the Scottish Government. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to meet each of the milestones set out in Low Carbon Scotland - Meeting our Emissions 
Reduction Targets 2013-2027. 

 (S4W-24398) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government will continue to lead work to support the delivery of Low 
Carbon Scotland - Meeting the Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027. It is our intention that RPP2 
(the second report on proposals and policies) will be delivered in full, and where policies and 
proposals are not being delivered, we will look to bring forward new policies with the same, if not 
greater, level of emissions abatement. 

The Cabinet Sub-Committee on Climate Change has been established to ensure climate change 
policy is given the highest priority across all Government objectives. The Cabinet Sub Committee met 
for the second time on 8 January 2015 and discussed both the good progress made to date and the 
policy options available across the members’ portfolios to help ensure Scotland stays on track to meet 
its world-leading climate change targets. These included options in energy, housing, transport, local 
government and communities, land use, agriculture and forestry. 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of GP surgery provision in Aberdeen city and 
shire. 

 (S4O-04029) 

Maureen Watt: Statutory responsibility for the provision of primary medical services rests with 
health boards and it is for each board to put in place those services that best meet the reasonable 
needs of their patient populations. 

NHS Grampian have undertaken a workforce survey, jointly organised with the Local Medical 
Committee. The survey was circulated to all NHS Grampian GP surgeries and attracted a 100% 
response. NHS Grampian now has an action plan regards workforce and retention issues. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason the commitment in the 2010 Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline 
Network (SIGN) 114 report, Non-pharmaceutical management of depression in adults, that the report 
would "be considered for review in three years", has not been met. 



 (S4W-24329) 

Jamie Hepburn: Any decision whether to update a guideline is based on the volume of new 
evidence to update that recommendation and Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) 
Council will prioritise topics for update in line with capacity within the SIGN programme.  

In accordance with SIGN procedures, SIGN 114 is being considered for review along with all other 
guidelines which are more than three years old. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether GPs are trained to (a) diagnose all mental health conditions and 
personality disorders and (b) identify the appropriate management of the conditions. 

 (S4W-24331) 

Jamie Hepburn: All general practitioners are registered medical practitioners. All UK University 
undergraduate programmes in medicine include training in the diagnosis and management of mental 
disorder (including personality disorder) and illness. Graduation as a medical doctor requires all 
students to pass examination in psychiatry. 

As part of the Quality and Outcomes Framework, GPs report on the ongoing management of several 
conditions, including schizophrenia, bipolar affective disorder and other psychoses. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason there is no Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network guideline 
for the general management, including pharmaceutical, of depression. 

 (S4W-24332) 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) guidelines are derived from a 
systematic review of the scientific literature and are designed to accelerate the translation of new 
knowledge into action to meet the aim of reducing variations in practice, and improving outcomes. The 
range of evidence considered in the production of any particular guideline is based on the scope of the 
guideline and discussions with the multi-disciplinary guideline development. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how much it would cost to terminate each private contract for the 
provision of parking at hospitals. 

 (S4W-24350) 

Shona Robison: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the statutory guidance accompanying the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 
2013 allows local authorities to provide grant aid to community organisations in order to invest in 
preventative and universal services. 

 (S4W-24370) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to developing self-directed support as a 
way of giving individuals and their families, flexibility, choice and control over the support services they 
receive. The Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 gives people a range of options 
for how their social care is delivered and places firm duties on local authorities to give people informed 
choice as to how they will receive their support. 

The self-directed support statutory guidance provides a general steer to local authorities and states 
that they should consider their strategy for investing in preventative and universal services - 
interventions which prevent or delay the need for formal social care and support. 

Whilst each individual local authority holds the responsibility for allocation of their funding, the 
National Self-directed Support Strategy requires that: 



Councils should invest an appropriate amount of funding in effective preventative and universal 
services. Services should meet the needs of funded clients and the wider population, thus helping to 
prevent the escalation of needs. 

 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it monitors the operation of the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 with 
regard to ongoing support for third sector and community organisations in rural areas where individual 
demand for services might be low. 

 (S4W-24371) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to developing self-directed support as a 
way of giving individuals and their families, flexibility, choice and control over the support services they 
receive. The Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 gives people a range of options 
for how their social care is delivered and places firm duties on local authorities to give people informed 
choice as to how they will receive their support. 

In order to aid the successful implementation of self-directed support the Scottish Government have 
provided significant investment of £6.3 million over four years from 2011-12 to 2014-15 to third and 
independent sector providers of social care, helping them to build capacity for self-directed support. 
This includes providers in rural areas. Further funding of £1.1 million for the financial year 2015-16 has 
been confirmed and we are currently in the process of assessing funding bids from a number of 
providers. 

In addition to this the Scottish Government currently funds two umbrella bodies to provide on-going 
support, advice and assistance to both providers and support and information organisations 
throughout Scotland. Self Directed Support Scotland receive core funding to work closely with support 
and information organisations and The Coalition of Care and Support Providers Scotland receive core 
funding to engage with provider organisations. Both umbrella bodies provide an extremely worthwhile 
service supporting these organisations running regular information sessions and training workshops. 
They are also key stakeholders of the policy team and are pro-active members of a number of working 
groups aiming to aid the successful implementation of the self-directed support policy. 

 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it encourages local authorities under the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 
to support third sector and community organisations that provide services in rural areas where 
individual demand for services might be low. 

 (S4W-24372) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to developing self-directed support as a 
way of giving individuals and their families flexibility, choice and control over the support services they 
receive. The Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 gives people a range of options 
for how their social care is delivered and places firm duties on local authorities to give people informed 
choice as to how they will receive their support. 

The Scottish Government has invested £28.52 million between 20110-12 and 2015-16 in service 
transformation within local authorities to enable individuals to direct their own support. A requirement 
of this funding is that local authorities work closely with users, carers, providers and wider 
communities to plan, agree and implement local strategies to support self-directed support. It is vital 
that the approach is co-produced. The Scottish Government recognise co-creation of local delivery is 
a major strategic challenge that will take time to establish. 

Allocation of the transformation funding is at the discretion of local authorities. Some local authorities 
have funded user and carer engagement activity to build their capacity and skills to engage with local 
council self-directed support strategies. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
criteria the Scottish Medicines Consortium uses to prioritise its review of medicines and whether it 
plans to publish the criteria and the weightings applied. 



 (S4W-24415) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) aims to provide advice on new 
medicines and new indications to health boards as soon as is practical after a new medicine becomes 
available for use. 

In the event of receipt of a high number of submissions in a particular month, scheduling for review 
is prioritised by taking into account factors such as the launch date of the medicine, whether the 
submission is for a new medicine not already available in NHS Scotland, the availability of treatment 
alternatives, and the level of service need. For example, a submission for a medicine to treat a 
condition where no other treatment is available would be prioritised over one for a new indication for 
an established medicine. No weighting is applied. 

At the January 2015 meeting of the SMC pharmaceutical industry User Group Forum, SMC 
undertook to include information on its website about the factors taken into consideration when 
scheduling medicines for assessment. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
often the Scottish Medicines Consortium has had to defer a review of a medicine in the last three 
years due to its workload and whether it has made an assessment of whether its current level of 
resourcing is sufficient. 

 (S4W-24416) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) aims to provide advice on new 
medicines and new indications to health boards as soon as is practical after a new medicine becomes 
available for use. 

In the event of receipt of a high number of submissions in a particular month, scheduling for review 
is prioritised by taking into account factors such as the launch date of the medicine, whether the 
submission is for a new medicine not already available in NHS Scotland, the availability of treatment 
alternatives, and the level of service need. For example, a submission for a medicine to treat a 
condition where no other treatment is available would be prioritised over one for a new indication for 
an established medicine. 

SMC has seen a significant increase in resources to support implementation of the 
recommendations arising from reviews on access to new medicines and recruitment and training is on 
course. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many cases have been raised with the NHSScotland Confidential Alert Line, broken down by month. 

 (S4W-24428) 

Shona Robison: Since the launch of the NHSScotland Confidential Alert Line on 2 April 2013 to 31 
January 2015, the latest date for which figures are available, there have been a total of 213 cases 
raised with the NHSScotland Confidential Alert Line from individuals who have identified themselves 
as working for NHSScotland. The following table provides the total monthly number of cases, including 
both public (whistleblowing) and private (contractual).  

Public and Private Cases: 

2013 2014 

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 

34 17 19 34 13 13 9 3 4 8 5 9 

 

2014 2015 Total 

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan 

2 9 6 6 3 4 6 4 4 1 213 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many calls the NHSScotland Confidential Alert Line has received, broken down by month. 



 (S4W-24429) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government only receive information on the number of cases raised 
each month. However, each case could generate a number of calls relating to that same case. I refer 
the member to the answer to question S4W-24428 on 19 February 2015. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many college 
students in each year since 2007 were aged (a) 18 to 24 and (b) 25 and older, also expressed as a 
percentage. 

 (S4W-24335) 

Angela Constance: The latest available data on students in colleges in Scotland are Scottish 
Funding Council data for 2013-14. 

Tables 1 and 2 show the number and percentage of college students aged under 18, 18 to 24 and 
25 and over, in each year since 2006-07. 

Table 1 - Student Headcount at Scotland's Colleges by age range 2006-07 to 2013-14 
 

  2006-
07 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

2013-
14 

under 18 93,314 108,692 113,311 103,978 86,751 58,964 53,572 52,342 

18 to 24 79,022 80,016 82,511 83,861 81,241 80,913 79,582 80,515 

25 and over 191,136 190,393 179,022 159,289 137,784 117,921 105,615 105,384 

Source: Scottish Funding Council 

Table 2 - Student Headcount at Scotland's Colleges, percentage by age range 2006-07 to 2013-14: 

 2006-
07 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

2013-
14 

under 18 25.7% 28.7% 30.2% 30.0% 28.4% 22.9% 22.4% 22.0% 

18 to 24 21.7% 21.1% 22.0% 24.2% 26.6% 31.4% 33.3% 33.8% 

25 and over 52.6% 50.2% 47.8% 45.9% 45.1% 45.7% 44.2% 44.2% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what independent 
evaluation it has commissioned on the changes that it has introduced to the college sector, and 
whether it will publish the findings.  

 (S4W-24337) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) and Education Scotland monitor and 
evaluate the impact of the Government’s reforms as part of their existing arrangements. Additionally, 
the SFC has evaluated each college merger, with a full evaluation after two years – with significant 
input from learners, employers and other key stakeholders. 

Latest published data on college performance is positive, showing record rates of successful 
completion, a 17% increase in full-time funded students since 2006-07 and a 59% increase in the 
average hours of learning per student over the same period. 

Education Scotland published reviews of nine colleges in 2014, eight of which received the highest 
possible marking. I am also pleased to say that in 2014 nearly all of Education Scotland’s reviews of 
colleges showed strong evidence of close alignment of provision to employer need and learner 
progression. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many teacher vacancies there are in (a) Highland, (b) Moray, (c) Orkney Islands, (d) Shetland Islands, 
(e) Western Isles and (f) Argyll and Bute Council. 

 (S4W-24338) 

Angela Constance: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to its news release of 2 January 2015 regarding 250 additional teacher training places for 
2015-16, what further action it is taking to create more teacher training places at colleges in (a) the 
Highlands, (b) the Western Isles, (c) the Northern Isles and (d) Moray. 

 (S4W-24339) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has recommended that initial teacher education (ITE) 
student intake targets for 2015-16 should be increased by 150 in the primary sector and by 100 in the 
secondary sector. 

The Scottish Government’s advice to the Scottish Funding Council recommends that, from the 
planned additional ITE places in 2015-16, target intakes for the Professional Graduate Diploma in 
Education (PGDE) Primary course at the University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) should be 
increased from 40 to 60. On the strength of this recommendation, UHI are planning to train teachers in 
each of the following six UHI colleges in 2015-16: Argyll, Inverness, Lews Castle, Moray, Orkney and 
Shetland. 

It is also recommended that the remaining increase in the primary sector should be distributed 
between the Universities of Aberdeen, Dundee and the West of Scotland. 

It is also recommended that eight of the secondary places should be allocated for the PGDE 
Secondary course that UHI is planning to introduce in 2015-16 in partnership with Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, and that the remaining increase in the secondary sector be distributed proportionately 
across all the other universities that offer ITE courses, including Aberdeen. 

The University of Aberdeen has been allocated additional places since 2014-15 and, with Scottish 
Government funding, is working with partner local authorities to train existing employees, such as 
classroom assistants, as primary teachers, through a part-time PGDE course on a distance learning 
basis. Highland Council already has a cohort following this route into teaching and Moray Council is 
due to join soon. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government further to the 
answer to question S4W-19516 by Fiona Hyslop on 30 April 2014, how much money the Peninsula 
Hotel in Chicago billed the First Minister for his four-night stay, and how much of this was reimbursed 
by the First Minister. 

Holding answer issued: 19 May 2014 (S4W-20972) 

Fiona Hyslop: The cost of the former First Minister’s accommodation, business room hire, state 
occupancy tax and city occupancy tax was £3756.32. This information has previously been provided in 
answer to freedom of information requests, by the Scottish Government. There was no 
reimbursement. 

 

Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19516 by Fiona Hyslop on 30 April 2014, whether the First Minister 
reimbursed any of his expenses incurred on the Chicago trip that were originally paid for by public 
money and, if so, how much. 

Holding answer issued: 19 May 2014 (S4W-20973) 

Fiona Hyslop: The former First Minister travelled to Chicago on official business, as such costs 
were borne by the Scottish Government. 

 



Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to increase cultural engagement in the most deprived areas. 

 (S4W-24340) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that everyone in Scotland has an 
opportunity to access, enjoy and participate in cultural activity and can experience and enjoy our 
heritage. The Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games, through the Cultural Programme, offered an 
excellent platform for communities across Scotland to engage in cultural activity with over 1500 events 
taking place, involving thousands of artists, performers and participants, across hundreds of locations 
and venues the length and breadth of Scotland. We are determined to capitalise on the many 
opportunities created by hosting the Games to ensure a lasting social, cultural and economic legacy 
for the whole of Scotland. 

Through our agencies and non-departmental public bodies we support a broad range of 
programmes, including our work with young people under the umbrella of Scotland’s Youth Arts 
Strategy Time to Shine, the Youth Music Initiative and Cashback for Creativity, all designed to ensure 
that no-one’s background is a barrier to taking part in cultural life. 

We sponsor Creative Scotland (£51 million grant in aid in 2014-15), enabling them to fund and 
support a broad range of individuals and organisations across the cultural sector, helping the cultural 
sector to build capacity as well as deliver high quality work in communities across Scotland. 
Encouraging and widening participation in the arts is embedded as one of the five ambitions in 
Creative Scotland’s ten year strategic plan, Unlocking Potential, Embracing Ambition. 

Time to Shine, Scotland’s First National Youth Arts Strategy, sets out a vision and key 
recommendations to enable all of Scotland's children and young people to flourish in and through the 
arts and creativity, centred around the themes of participation, progression and provision. Its £3.5 
million Youth Arts Development Fund has supported the development of nine youth arts hubs to 
improve youth arts provision and infrastructure in areas across the country in Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire, Moray, Highlands, West Dunbartonshire, Glasgow, Argyll and Bute, Ayrshire, 
Edinburgh and Fife, all helping to facilitate new opportunities for young people. These hubs have been 
developed through partnerships between local and national arts and youth services providers to 
increase access to youth arts across Scotland in a range of art forms and aim to engage with over 
40,000 children and young people. We will continue to support initiatives taking forward the Strategy 
and in November 2014 we announced an additional £1 million of public and private funding for the 
national youth arts companies to deepen youth arts participation in the run up to Scotland's Year of 
Young People in 2018. 

The Youth Music Initiative receives £10 million per annum and supports and creates access to high 
quality programmes particularly for young people that would not normally engage in music activities. 

CashBack for Creativity uses the proceeds of crime in a positive way to expand young people’s 
horizons and increase their opportunities to develop their interest and skills in an enjoyable, fulfilling 
and supportive way. The latest phase has seen its funding increased from £750,000 to £1 million a 
year for the next three years (2014-2017). 

We also core fund the five National Performing Companies (£23.5 million revenue in 2014-15) who 
run a number of education and outreach initiatives to encourage wider engagement with the arts. For 
example, the Royal Scottish National Orchestra offers free concert tickets to young people between 
14-18 years, while the National Theatre of Scotland produced in partnership with the Scottish Youth 
Theatre in 2014 The Tin Forest, which was part of the Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme and where 
creative teams worked in four ex-industrial communities across Glasgow. 

Government funding is also helping support programmes such as: 

Our four-year funding package of £1.325 million for Sistema Scotland which is helping to transform 
the health, wellbeing and prospects of the children who participate in the programme through Big 
Noise orchestras in Govanhill and Raploch with Big Noise Torry due to begin later this year; 

£200,000 is supporting Aspire Dundee which is using local expertise from within Dundee’s cultural 
sector to bring music, dance and drama opportunities for up to 2,000 young people in nine local 
primary schools in the city, giving young people all over Scotland a chance to take part in the arts. 

Through their active commitment to participation, the Edinburgh Festivals extend the impacts of their 
programmes with important initiatives which break down barriers to community cohesion. 



Transport Scotland 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
has been set aside in the 2015-16 budget for (a) active travel, (b) cycling, (c) walking, (d) cycling 
infrastructure and (e) Smarter Choices Smarter Places measures, also broken down by (i) capital and 
(ii) revenue budgets. 

 (S4W-24376) 

Derek Mackay: Detailed decisions on funding for active travel in 2015-16 have yet to be taken. The 
draft budget for 2015-16 included £25 million in the support for sustainable and active travel budget 
line. In addition, in his speech to Parliament on 4 February 2015 the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Constitution and Economy announced that this would be increased by an 
additional £3.9 million to support investment in cycling and walking infrastructure, taking the total to 
£28.9 million. 

Of this £10 million is revenue funding, of which £5 million will be for an extension to the Smarter 
Choices, Smarter Places programme, and £5 million is in the form of financial transactions. 

In addition, Scottish Ministers will allocate £8 million to local authorities for cycling, walking and safer 
streets projects in 2015-16 as part of the local government settlement. 

Decisions on the deployment of the £20.25 million capital funding available through the Future 
Transport Fund have yet to be taken. This will include an allocation for cycling and walking 
infrastructure projects. 

Furthermore, the Scottish Government does not distinguish between investment in (b) cycling and 
(c) walking as investment in active travel will usually benefit both types of user. 

Discussions with stakeholders and delivery partners about the allocation of budgets are currently on-
going and announcements will be made in due course. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) 
plans and (b) programmes are in place to ensure that the Cycling Action Plan for Scotland target of 
10% of transport trips being made by cycling by 2020 is met. 

 (S4W-24381) 

Derek Mackay: The refreshed Cycling Action Plan for Scotland, published in 2013, sets out 19 
actions involving all partners, that will help us achieve the shared vision of 10% of everyday journeys 
by bike by 2020. In addition, local authorities are being encouraged and supported to prepare their 
own active travel plans and strategies identifying the infrastructure improvements and actions that are 
required locally to achieve progress towards the vision. 

Programmes that will help achieve the 10% vision include: 

Investment in cycling and walking infrastructure through the Community Links, the National Cycle 
Network and Safer Routes to Schools programmes supported by investment by local authorities 
utilising cycling, walking and safer streets funding; 
A comprehensive programme of Bikeability Scotland cycle training for primary school pupils across 
Scotland; 
Road safety campaigns such as ‘Give Me Cycle Space’, and guidance and encouragement to 
introduce 20 mph zones and speed limits; 
A variety of measures aimed at encouraging people to walk and cycle for short journeys delivered 
through the Smarter Choices, Smarter Places programme and supported by campaigns such as ‘Not 
far, leave the car’; 
Investment in new and enhanced cycle facilities at stations and on trains through the new Scotrail 
franchise; and the Active Travel Legacy programme. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the effectiveness of compulsory 20 mph zones in reducing road accidents and casualties. 

 (S4W-24383) 



Derek Mackay: Transport Scotland assisted the City of Edinburgh Council with the evaluation of 
their 20 mph speed limit pilot scheme in South Central Edinburgh which demonstrated that traffic 
speeds can be reduced without the need for additional traffic calming measures. There is 
overwhelming evidence that the frequency and severity of accidents rises disproportionately with 
speed, which is why the Scottish Government supports the use of 20 mph speed limits and zones, 
where appropriate. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
provides to local authorities on the implementation of compulsory 20 mph zones. 

 (S4W-24384) 

Derek Mackay: On 8 January 2015 we published a good practice guide, written in conjunction with 
the Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland, to provide clarity on the options available to 
local authorities with regard to setting 20 mph speed restrictions throughout Scotland. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the effectiveness of compulsory 20 mph zones in encouraging active travel. 

 (S4W-24385) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government assisted with an evaluation of the City of Edinburgh’s 20 
mph speed limit pilot scheme in South Central Edinburgh in August 2013. This demonstrated its 
success in reducing vehicle speeds and promoting positive attitudes to 20 mph limits. In particular, 
residents viewed the pilot benefited the safety for children walking about the area, safety for children 
to play in the street, better conditions for walking, less traffic incidents, and better cycling conditions, 
thus helping to promote active travel. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-24338 
S4W-24350 
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