
Tuesday 17 February 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the manufacturing industry in East Kilbride. 

Holding answer issued: 11 February 2015 (S4W-24196) 

Fergus Ewing: The East Kilbride Task Force commissioned a socio economic baseline analysis 
report for East Kilbride and this was published in April 2013. A copy of the report has been placed in 
the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) Bib number 56679. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who 
the members are of the Energy Jobs Taskforce; what organisations they represent and what their 
relevant responsibilities are. 

 (S4W-24285) 

Fergus Ewing: The confirmed members of the taskforce include senior representatives from: 
Scottish Enterprise (also representing Scottish Development International and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise) 
Scottish Government 
Skills Development Scotland (also representing PACE) 
Scottish Funding Council 
Aberdeen City Council 
Aberdeenshire Council 
Schlumberger 
STUC 
Oil and Gas UK 
BP 
Taqa 
Aker 
Wood Group 
AMEC 
Petrofac 
ACE Winches 
Global Energy 
Spex Offshore 
Scottish Engineering 
Oil and Gas Authority 
DECC 
Aberdeen Chamber of Commerce 
OPITO 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what resources it is providing to the Energy Jobs Taskforce and whether it will publish its terms of 
reference. 

 (S4W-24286) 

Fergus Ewing: The Energy Jobs Taskforce had its first meeting on 28 January 2015 in Aberdeen. 
The first meeting identified a range of actions to be taken forward to mitigate the impact of job losses 
within the sector. Public sector partners and agencies will support activity from within their existing 
budgets. The taskforce remit is available on the Energy Jobs Taskforce webpage and can be 
accessed at: 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-advisory-
board/Energy-Jobs-Taskforce. 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-advisory-board/Energy-Jobs-Taskforce
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-advisory-board/Energy-Jobs-Taskforce


Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
given the possible impact on jobs in the oil and gas industry, what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government regarding the safety of workers employed on installations in the North Sea that have a 
backlog of maintenance work. 

 (S4W-24288) 

Fergus Ewing: I have had discussions on health and safety with industry and workforce 
representatives in many of the meetings I’ve had with them, particularly during the 60 days’ worth of 
visits I have made to Aberdeen since my appointment as minister. I have made it clear that safety of 
the workforce is the paramount consideration. 

I am due to meet with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in February 2015 and will discuss 
issues relating to the safety of offshore workers. I have also engaged closely with the Unions to 
ensure that I am appraised of all issues affecting the offshore workforce. 

Health and safety legislation is reserved to the UK Parliament. HSE is a non-departmental public 
body sponsored by the UK Department for Work and Pensions. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
given the possible impact on jobs in the oil and gas industry, what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government regarding the safety of workers employed on North Sea installations where the operator 
has used operational risk assessments to maintain production in the event of equipment failure. 

 (S4W-24289) 

Fergus Ewing: I have had discussions on health and safety with industry and workforce 
representatives in many of the meetings I’ve had with them, particularly during the 60 days’ worth of 
visits I have made to Aberdeen since my appointment as minister. 

I have made it clear that safety of the workforce is the paramount consideration. 

I am due to meet with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in February 2015 and will discuss 
issues relating to the safety of offshore workers. I have also engaged closely with the unions to ensure 
that I am appraised of all issues affecting the offshore workforce. 

Health and safety legislation is reserved to the UK Parliament. The HSE is a non-departmental 
public body sponsored by the UK Department for Work and Pensions. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding (a) flexible working, (b) job sharing, (c) 
temporary secondment exercises and (d) other worker-friendly initiatives that would reduce job losses 
for workers in the North Sea oil and gas industry. 

 (S4W-24290) 

Fergus Ewing: The Energy Jobs Taskforce held its first meeting on the 28 January 2015, and 
included senior representatives from industry, Department of Energy and Climate Change, unions, 
public bodies and the UK Government. The meeting saw some useful ideas shared which shall be 
considered carefully. A helpline is available for those facing redundancy, the taskforce will be 
launching an online presence and will be delivering a large employability event Aberdeen in the near 
future. 

However, prime consideration is that the UK Government must act now and respond to the requests 
to provide the tax changes that will help support the industry through this period. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the impact on employment levels in 
Scotland of the laying-up of offshore supply vessels since December 2014. 

 (S4W-24291) 

Fergus Ewing: The recent drop in the price of a barrel of crude oil, combined with the long term 
mismanagement of oil and gas fiscal policy by the UK Government, and other challenges facing the 



industry, poses a serious threat to a number of jobs. The First Minister established the Energy Jobs 
Taskforce, to make sure that partners are working across the sector both to maintain all jobs within the 
industry, and to mitigate the potential impact of any losses and do all we can within devolved powers. 

We have called on the UK Government repeatedly to commit to urgent fiscal changes to support 
investment, encourage exploration and ensure that the North Sea is a competitive investment location. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-24156 by Aileen McLeod on 8 January 
2015, if “the water quality in the River Spey has in fact improved from an already high base over the 
last 10 years”, what it considers the reason is for the reported 50% drop in freshwater pearl mussels. 

 (S4W-24298) 

Aileen McLeod: Further to the answer to question S4W-24156, whilst Scottish Natural Heritage’s 
report of site condition monitoring survey of freshwater pearl mussels in the River Spey during 2013 
and 2014 suggests four possible reasons for the decline in the Spey’s freshwater pearl mussel 
population (namely impacts associated with the proliferation of ranunculus, water level, water quality 
and wildlife crime), the exact cause (or causes) has yet to be established and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency is continuing to investigate. Such investigation is primarily via an 
analysis of all of the relevant environmental data gathered over the last ten years. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-24156 by Aileen McLeod on 8 January 
2015, when the Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage will conclude 
their work on the current ecological status standards for the River Spey Special Area of Conservation 
and other sites designated under the birds and habitats directives, and on what date the results will be 
published. 

 (S4W-24299) 

Aileen McLeod As stated in the response to PQ S4W-24298 on 17 February 2015, the Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) 2013-14 site condition monitoring survey of the River Spey Special Area of 
Conservation suggested four possible reasons for the decline in pearl mussel population, and the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) is continuing to investigate. 

As part of a separate exercise initiated at the end of 2013, the Scottish Government has asked 
SEPA and SNH to work together to draw together the appropriate objectives and standards for water 
bodies within conservation sites. There is currently no publication date set for this, however the 
estimated timetable for work to be completed is as follows: 

 
SEPA aims to complete an assessment of the implications of SNH’s initial proposals by mid-2015. 
SNH will review its initial proposals in the light of SEPA’s assessment and finalise its proposed 
objectives for water bodies in conservation sites. 
The proposals will then be submitted to the Scottish Government for consideration. If appropriate, the 
Scottish Government will issue a public consultation later in 2015. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Minister for Business, Energy and Tourism on 28 January 2015 (Official Report, 
c.17), how it will examine the climate consequences of unconventional gas production during the 
current moratorium. 

 (S4W-24318) 

Fergus Ewing: On 28 January 2015, the Scottish Government announced plans to commission 
further research on unconventional oil and gas during the moratorium. Further details will be 
announced in due course. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which key 
stakeholders it plans to meet in advance of the launch of its public consultation on unconventional gas 
production. 

 (S4W-24319) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government plans to engage with a range of stakeholders that are 
representative of the different views and opinions on unconventional oil and gas. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish the final version of its Heat Generation Policy Statement. 

 (S4W-24333) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has considered the responses received to the 
consultation on the draft Heat Generation Policy Statement and is currently finalising the document for 
publication. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what legal action can 
be taken if there is a breach of the Air Quality Standards (Scotland) Regulations 2010. 

 (S4W-24386) 

Aileen McLeod: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-24387 on 17 February 2015. 

The Air Quality Standards (Scotland) Regulations 2010 transpose into domestic legislation the 
requirements of Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and clean air for Europe. 

Any legal action taken for breaches of the directive is by the European Commission against 
individual EU member states. The UK is currently the subject of formal infraction proceedings relating 
to non-compliance with the nitrogen dioxide limit values. The vast majority of other EU member states 
are subject to similar action. 

The UK Government, in partnership with the devolved administrations, has formally responded to 
the commission’s infraction letter outlining the actions being taken to ensure compliance as soon as 
possible. We are currently awaiting the commission’s response. 

We are also updating the action plans referred to in the answer to S4W-24387, which outline the 
national and local policies being implemented in relation to air quality. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
information on the enforcement action it takes in relation to breaches of the Air Quality Standards 
(Scotland) Regulations 2010. 

 (S4W-24387) 

Aileen McLeod: The Air Quality Standards (Scotland) Regulations 2010 transpose into domestic 
legislation the requirements of Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and clean air for Europe. 

Although local authority action has an important contribution to make, responsibility for complying 
with the directive lies with EU member states. The four UK administrations have jointly produced a 
series of action plans outlining the national and local policies which are being implemented to ensure 
compliance with the directive. The UK Government is also required to submit an annual compliance 
report to the European Commission. The commission may take any action it deems appropriate if it 
considers that insufficient progress is being made. 

The plans and annual reports can be viewed on the UK-Air website: http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/ 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/


Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it monitors the 
effectiveness of air quality management areas. 

 (S4W-24388) 

Aileen McLeod: As part of their local air quality management responsibilities under the Environment 
Act 1995 and associated regulations and guidance, all local authorities are required to submit an 
annual report to the Scottish Government summarising their work on air quality during the previous 
year. Where an air quality management area is in place, this report should also describe progress with 
implementing the measures in the air quality action plan. 

These reports are formally appraised by the government and feedback is provided to each authority, 
especially focusing on aspects where it is considered that insufficient progress is being made. All 
reports are publically available on the Scottish air quality website:www.scottishairquality.co.uk In 
addition, many local authorities make the reports available on their own websites. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the Crofting (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2013. 

 (S4W-24390) 

Aileen McLeod: The Crofting (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2013 simply made it possible for owner-
occupier crofters to apply to the Crofting Commission to decroft the whole or part of their crofts, and 
for the Crofting Commission to give directions on such applications. 

The Crofting Commission will consider such applications on the merits of individual cases and 
decide whether the land in question should remain subject to crofting tenure or not. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications to decroft by owner-occupier crofters have been made in each year since 2007, and how 
many were approved. 

 (S4W-24391) 

Aileen McLeod: That information is not held centrally. I have asked the Chief Executive of the 
Crofting Commission, which administers crofting on behalf of the Scottish Ministers, to provide this 
information to you and to the Scottish Parliament Information Centre, (SPICe). 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to the Forestry Commission Scotland with the preparation of its new corporate plan. 

 (S4W-24392) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government provides £64.1 million to Forestry Commission Scotland 
to fund its activities. It does not provide any additional specific support to prepare its corporate plan. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress is 
being made toward its target to establish 100,000 hectares of new woodland by 2022. 

 (S4W-24394) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government recognises that this is an ambitious target that will 
require efforts to address the barriers which are preventing new planting and to increase the demand 
for planting grants. 

The Scottish Rural Development Plan 2015-2020 includes new forestry proposals, which should 
encourage more woodland creation applications. Programme approval from the European 
Commission is expected in 2015, however the new Forestry Grant Scheme will open for applications 
from mid-March 2015. 

The following table shows the amount of new planting since 2012: 

New planting (ha) Conifer Broadleaved Total 

2012-13 1,700 5,300 7,000 

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/


New planting (ha) Conifer Broadleaved Total 

2013-14 2,000 6,300 8,300 

Total 3,700 11,600 15,300 

 

When the new scheme opens in March 2015, Forestry Commission Scotland expect to approve an 
additional 1,500 hectares of planting for the 2015-16 planting season giving a forecast figure of new 
planting in 2015-2016 of 7,000 hectares. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) 
estimated and (b) actual carbon savings have been each for projects that have received support from 
the Climate Challenge Fund. 

 (S4W-24399) 

Aileen McLeod: The total estimated and reported actual carbon savings from projects in receipt of 
grant awards from the Climate Challenge Fund since 2008 are 1,080,411 tCO2e and 281,597 tCO2e 
respectively. 

These figures are not directly comparable. Of the 266 projects funded since 2012 many are still 
underway or have not yet started. Consequently, only 34 final project reports with estimates of actual 
carbon savings have been received. Additionally, when the fund was first introduced there was not the 
same requirement, as now, to submit carbon reduction figures in final project reports and a standard 
methodology for doing so was not introduced until 2012. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been made each year to the National Forest Land Scheme and how many have 
been approved, broken down by (a) project category, (b) tenure type and (c) land area.  

 (S4W-24393) 

Aileen McLeod: Since the National Forest Land Scheme opened in 2005, there have been 55 
applications approved to date covering 12,976 hectares. 

A detailed breakdown of all the applications broken down by project category, tenure type and land 
area is shown in the following tables: 

National Forest Land Scheme applications approved and sold or leased 

Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Financial 
year sold or 

leased 
 

Dalavich, Loch 
Awe 

West Highland 
Housing 

Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

0.1 2006-07 
Sold 

 

Kilmun, 
Dunoon 

Fyne Homes Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

0.6 2006-07 
Sold 

 

Salen, Sunart West Highland 
Housing 

Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

0.5 2006-07 
Sold 

 

Slewdrum 
forest, 
Coulnacraig 

Birse Community 
Trust 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

167.2 2006-07 
Sold 

 

Strathmashie 
forest, Laggan 

Laggan Forest 
Trust 

Forest centre 
and trails 

Community 
acquisition 

18.1 2006-07 
Sold 

 

Succoth, 
Arrochar 

Dunbritton 
Housing 

Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

2.2 2006-07 
Sold 

 

West Ardhu North West Mull Community Surplus land 693.4 2007-08 



Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Financial 
year sold or 

leased 
 

and Langamull 
forest, Isle of 
Mull 

Community 
Woodland 
Company 

woodland Sold 

Ford, Loch 
Awe 

Ford Community 
Project Ltd 

Community 
centre 

Surplus land 2.5 2007-08 
Sold 

 

Milehouse, 
Kincraig 

Highland Small 
Communities 

Housing Trust 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

5.2 2008-09 
Sold 

Bettyhill, Farr 
Bay 

Highland Small 
Communities 

Housing Trust 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

0.3 2008-09 
Sold 

Forest park, 
Burghead 

Burghead Thistle 
Junior Football 

Club 

Football pitch Surplus land 1.4 2008-09 
Sold 

 

Donich park, 
Lochgilphead 

Dunbritton 
Housing 

Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

1.5 2009-10 
Sold 

 

Ae village, 
near Dumfries 

Loreburn Housing 
Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

0.4 2009-10 
Sold 

 

Badluarach 
and 
Durnamuck, 
Gairloch 

Badluarach and 
Durnamuck 
Community 
Woodland 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 8.5 2009-10 
Sold 

Gaudiedale 
strip, 
Bennachie 

Bennachie 
Access Group 

Access to 
Bennachie 

Surplus land 0.1 2009-10 
Sold 

 

Acharossan, 
Tighnabruaich 

Kilfinan 
Community 

Forest Company 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

125.5 2010-11 
Sold 

 

Balfour wood, 
Aboyne 

Birse Community 
Trust 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

241.0 2010-11 
Sold 

 

Golticlay 
forest, Lybster 

Latheron, Lybster 
and Clyth 

Community 
Development 

Company 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(wind) 

Community 
acquisition 

39.1 2010-11 and 
2011-12 and 

2012-13 
Sold 

 

Dyke forest 
(phase 
1,2and3), 
Strath 
Halladale 

RSPB Habitat 
restoration 

Surplus land 1,548.6 2011-12 
Sold 

Ardentinny 
walled garden, 
Cowal 

Ardentinny 
Community Trust 

Community 
gardens and 

visitor 
attraction 

Surplus land 1.4 2011-12 
Sold 

Broadford 
wood, Skye 

Broadford and 
Strath Community 

Company 

Community 
woodlands 
and tourist 

facilities 

Community 
acquisition 

20.0 2011-12 
Sold 

Smithton, 
Inverness 

Albyn Housing 
Association 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

2.0 2011-12 
Sold 

 



Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Financial 
year sold or 

leased 
 

Tormore 
forest, Skye 

Sleat Community 
Trust 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 441.0 2012-13 
Sold 

 

Camustorsa, 
Sunart 

Highland Small 
Communities 

Housing Trust 

Affordable 
housing 

Affordable 
housing 

1.1 2012-13 
Sold 

Stronafian 
forest, 
Glendaruel 

Glendaruel and 
Colintraive 

Community 
Development 

Trust 

Community 
woodland 
and wind 

Surplus land 615.6 2012-13 
Sold 

Stank Glen, 
Callander 

Callander 
Community 

Development 
Trust 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(hydro) 

Community 
acquisition 

8.8 2013-14 
Leased 

Dalmochie, 
Ballater 

Deeside Donside 
Development 

Group 

Visitor 
attraction 

Community 
acquisition 

0.5 2014-15 
Sold 

 

Garmony, Isle 
of Mull 

Mull and Iona 
Community Trust 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(hydro) 

Community 
acquisition 

0.2 2014-15 
Leased 

   Total hectares 
sold or leased 

3,946.8  

 

National Forest Land Scheme approved but not yet sold or leased 

Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Year approved 
 

Achnaha, 
Morvern 

Morvern 
Community 

Woodland 
Company 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

8.5 August 2014 

Aigas forest, 
Strathglass 

Aigas 
Community 

Forest 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 240.0 December 2009.  
Scottish Land 

Funding agreed 
December 14 

 

Balloch wood, 
Creetown 

Creetown 
Initiative 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(hydro) 

Community 
acquisition 

1.2 April 2014 

Barcaldine, 
Loch Creran 

Spotlight 
Musical Theatre 

Company 

Storage 
facility 

Surplus land 0.1 January 2014 

Brochel forest 
and Inverarish 
forest, Isle of 
Raasay 

Raasay 
Development 

Partnership 

Community 
woodland 
and hydro 

Surplus land 288.0 October 2013 

Brocketsbrae, 
Lesmahagow 

Lesmahagow 
Development 

Trust 

Allotments Community 
acquisition 

0.1 January 2014 
(Lease) 

 

Dalavich 
hydro, Argyll 

Dalavich 
Improvement 

Group 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(hydro) 

Community 
acquisition 

1.0 August 2014 
(Lease) 



Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Year approved 
 

Dinmurchie 
farm buildings, 
Ayrshire 

Barr Community 
Development 

Company 

Community 
craft hub 

Surplus land 0.5 August 2014 

Part Forsinain 
and Dyke 
forests, Strath 
Halladale 

North 
Sutherland 
Community 

Forest Trust 

Community 
woodland 
and some 

habitat 
restoration 

Surplus land 566.0 February 2010 
(Lease) 

Fourpenny 
plantation 

The Embo Trust Community 
runrig and 

amenity 

Community 
acquisition 

17.0 January 2015 

Glen Mallie, 
Loch Arkaig 

Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and 
Clunes Group 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 1,096.0 April 2014 

Glen Seillisdeir 
forest, Isle of 
Mull 

Ross of Mull 
and Iona 

Development 
Group 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 758.0 October 2013 

Innerleithen, 
near Peebles 

AIMuP Mountain 
bike facilities 

Community 
acquisition 

250.0 December 2012 
(Lease) 

 

Invergarry 
depot and 
woodland 

Glen Garry 
Community 

Woodland 
Group 

Community 
hub and 

woodland 
restoration 

Surplus land 30.0 November 2014 

Kinachreachan
, Loch Awe 

LOCHWATCH Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 2.0 April 2014 

Kirkton of 
Maryculter 
woods, Kirkton 
of Maryculter 

Maryculter 
Woodlands 

Trust 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 67.0 September 2013 

Kirkton wood, 
Lochcarron 

Kirkton 
Woodland 

Group 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

92.0 August 2011 

Lael forest, 
Ullapool 

Ullapool 
Community 

Trust 

Renewable 
energy 

scheme 
(hydro) 

Community 
acquisition 

6.0 October 2013 

Longhill wood, 
Aberdeenshire 

Enzie 
Crossroads 
Community 

Woodland  
Assoc 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

3.0 August 2014 

Rannoch 
Barracks 

Scottish Wildlife 
Trust 

Habitat 
restoration 

Surplus land 4,487.0 November 2014 

Strontian old 
schoolhouse, 
Sunart 

Sunart 
Community 

Company 

Amenity 
ground 

Surplus land 0.1 August 2014 

Upper 
Acharossan 

Kilfinan 
Community 

Forest 
Company 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

reapplication 

434.0 January 2015 

   Total hectares 
sold or leased 

8,347.5  

 

 
 



National Forest Land Scheme approved but withdrawn 

Name Applicant Purpose NFLS category Hectares Financial year 
approved 

Rascarrel 
Moss, 
Auchencairn 

Auchencairn 
Community 

Company 
 

Community 
woodland 

Surplus land 167.0 2008-09 

Fourpenny 
wood, 
Dornoch 

The Embo Trust Woodland 
crofts 

Woodland 
crofts 

158.0 2008-09 

Clauchrie 
forest, Ae 

Nith Valley 
LEAF Trust 

 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

235.0 2009-10 

Salachry 
forest, 
Craignish 

Craignish 
Community 

Company 

Community 
woodland 

Community 
acquisition 

120.0 2009-10 

Achinchanter, 
Dornoch 

The Embo Trust Allotments 
and amenity 

Community 
acquisition 

1.7 2011-12 

   Total hectares  681.7  

 

Health and Social Care 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people are receiving audiology services provided by the third sector in Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-24306) 

Maureen Watt: The information requested is not available centrally. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to develop audiology services in Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-24307) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government’s National Sensory Impairment Strategy, See Hear was 
published in April 2014. The strategy established a network of collaborative local partnerships 
involving local NHS boards, local authorities and the third sector, to re-design and re-align the 
provision and delivery of services to people with a sensory impairment in a way that is appropriate for 
the local area: Audiology is a key part of these services. 

Action on Hearing Loss is an active member of a number of these local partnerships, most notably 
Ayrshire and Arran, where, along with the Royal National Institute of Blind People, it has driven the 
development of the sensory impairment locality plan. 

It is a matter for the sensory impairment local partnerships to determine how best to develop 
audiology services going forward in the Ayrshire and Arran area. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to encourage the use of the third sector in the development of audiology services in 
Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-24308) 

Jamie Hepburn: Third sector organisations are already involved in the development and delivery of 
audiology services in Ayrshire through the local partnerships established to implement the National 
Sensory Impairment Strategy. 

Action on Hearing Loss is an active member of a number of these local partnerships, most notably 
Ayrshire and Arran, where, along with the Royal National Institute of Blind People, it has driven the 
development of the sensory impairment locality plan. 

 



John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what financial support it provides to third sector organisations that support audiology services in 
Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-24309) 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish Government funding totalling some £2 million from 2013-15 has been 
allocated equitably to local partnerships across Scotland charged with the implementation of the 
National Sensory Impairment Strategy. 

The Ayrshire and Arran Local Partnership will receive £134,000 over the two years of the sensory 
impairment strategy implementation and a proportion of that funding has been used to second a third 
sector employee to the partnership to drive implementation of the locality plan. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the financial impact will be on NHS Ayrshire and Arran if Action on Hearing Loss Scotland's Hear 
to Help service ends on 31 March 2015. 

 (S4W-24310) 

Jamie Hepburn: The NHS Ayrshire and Arran audiology service currently provides assessment, 
diagnostic, fitting, review and repairs services for both children and adults and this will continue. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that NHS Ayrshire and Arran's audiology services receive sufficient support. 

 (S4W-24311) 

Jamie Hepburn: It is a matter for NHS Ayrshire and Arran to determine the level of support to 
provide for its audiology services in order to meet the needs of the local community through both its 
own audiology departments and in collaboration with other providers in the area. 

The Scottish Government’s sensory impairment policy team is working closely with all partnership 
leads to support the implementation of the ‘See Hear’ strategy. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
which NHS boards are using the services of Medinet to reduce waiting lists and times. 

 (S4W-24312) 

Shona Robison: There are six boards that have used Medinet during 2013-14. The boards are 
Borders, Forth Valley, Grampian, Highland, Lothian and Tayside. 

The Scottish Government policy is very clear that NHS boards should use NHS funding to build 
sustainable capacity. The use of the private sector should only be used in the margins to deal with 
short-term capacity issues. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many patients in each NHS board have been treated by Medinet staff in each of the last four 
years. 

 (S4W-24314) 

Shona Robison: The information requested is not available centrally. 

The Scottish Government policy is very clear that NHS boards should use NHS funding to build 
sustainable capacity. The use of the private sector should only be used in the margins to deal with 
short-term capacity issues. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action was taken to improve psychological services following the 
observation in the 2010 Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) 114 report, Non-



pharmaceutical management of depression in adults, that the "provision of psychological therapy 
services across Scotland [was] patchy, idiosyncratic and largely uncoordinated". 

 (S4W-24330) 

Jamie Hepburn: Faster access to specialist mental health services for children and young people 
and to psychological therapies for people of all ages is one of our key challenges. Scotland was the 
first UK country to introduce a waiting times target. 

In 2009, Audit Scotland published an Overview of Mental Health Services which highlighted areas 
for improvement. One of the key messages from the report was that basic management information on 
waiting times is needed for agencies to plan and manage mental health services more effectively. 

In November 2010, we set a HEAT target to ‘Deliver faster access to mental health services by 
delivering 18 weeks referral to treatment for psychological therapies from December 2014'. 

Currently, the average waiting time for psychological therapies is 8 weeks, and 9 weeks for Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services, with the majority of people needing treatment being seen 
within 18 weeks. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have had tattoos removed by the NHS in each year since 
1999, broken down by NHS board.  

 (S4W-24346) 

Maureen Watt: There is no specific NHS data code for tattoo removal. As a result, this information 
is not held centrally by NHS National Services Scotland, Information Services Division. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what family accommodation is provided by each NHS board. 

 (S4W-24347) 

Shona Robison: Information on the provision of family accommodation provided by each NHS 
board is not held centrally. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government which hospitals charge for parking and for what reason these 
charges cannot be prohibited. 

 (S4W-24349) 

Shona Robison: There are charges for parking at Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary and Ninewells Hospital, Dundee. 

These charges cannot be prohibited due to the respective health boards being committed into long-
term private finance initiative contracts. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the current status 
is of NHS Lothian's budget. 

 (S4W-24359) 

Shona Robison: The current year end forecast for 2014-15 is that the board will deliver a balanced 
financial position. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it was informed of 
NHS Lothian’s decision to suspend the recruitment of nursing and other staff because of reported 
budget difficulties. 

 (S4W-24360) 



Shona Robison: NHS Lothian has not made any decision to suspend the recruitment of nursing 
and other staff. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
NHS Lothian’s decision to suspend the recruitment of nursing and other staff because of reported 
budget difficulties. 

 (S4W-24361) 

Shona Robison: NHS Lothian has not made any decision to suspend the recruitment of nursing 
and other staff due to ‘reported budget deficits’. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assistance it is 
giving to NHS Lothian to overcome reported budget difficulties. 

 (S4W-24362) 

Shona Robison: For 2014-15, NHS Lothian received an additional £17.521 million of ‘NRAC 
(NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee) parity funding’ recurringly into their baseline allocation. 
A further £7.000 million is planned for 2015-16. 

To provide the board with flexibility between years, the Scottish Government assisted NHS Lothian by 
carrying forward a £0.324 million surplus from last year (2013-14). 

To date other allocations of funding have also been provided as follows: 

Description of Funding (2014-15) 
Amount (£ 

million) 

Local Unscheduled Care Action Plan 2.358 

Waiting Times Standards 0.500 

Access Support 0.859 

Delayed Discharges – Winter Preparedness 0.712 

New Drugs 1.596 

Total 6.025 

 

For 2015-16, NHS Lothian was previously planning on a £32.877 million baseline funding uplift 
(equivalent to a 2.8%); however as a result of the recent announcement of additional funding for drugs 
and delayed discharges, this has been increased by a further £9.135 million; taking the increase for 
2015-16 to a total of £42.013 million; (equivalent to 3.5% of baseline funding). 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects NHS 
Lothian to resume recruiting nursing and other staff. 

 (S4W-24363) 

Shona Robison: NHS Lothian has confirmed that they have not suspended the recruitment of 
nursing and other staff and in the last 14 days they have recruited 114 clinical staff and 19 non- clinical 
staff. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many acute presentations for (a) all and (b) older 
patients have been recorded in NHS Borders in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-24365) 

Shona Robison: The following table shows the number of hospital stays in acute specialties in NHS 
Borders for all patients and patients aged 65 and over for financial years 2007-08 to 2013-14. 

Number of inpatient and day case stays in acute specialties in NHS Borders for all patients and 
patients aged 65 or over, financial years 2007-08 to 2013-14. 

 



 All ages 65 or over 

2007-08 21,717 9,371 

2008-09 21,986 9,481 

2009-10 21,601 9,638 

2010-11 22,192 9,867 

2011-12 23,114 10,378 

2012-13 23,016 10,721 

2013-14 24,596 11,645 

Source: Information Services Division:Scotland, SMR01 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the occupancy rate has been for acute wards in NHS 
Borders in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-24366) 

Shona Robison: The following table shows average occupancy rate (%) for acute specialties in 
NHS Borders for financial years 2007-08 to 2013-14. 

Occupancy rate (%) for acute specialties in NHS Borders, financial years 2007-08 to 2013-14: 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Occupancy 
(%) 79.2 83.4 82.2 81.1 81.1 83.6 83.8 

Source: Information Services Division:Scotland, ISD(S)1 

These statistics and further information on beds is published under the ‘Beds’ sub-topic of Information 
Services Divisions Acute Hospital Care publication. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of patients has been discharged within six 
months in each healthcare facility in NHS Borders in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-24367) 

Shona Robison: The following table shows the percentage of inpatient and day case patients 
discharged within six months of admission at each healthcare facility in NHS Borders for financial 
years 2007-08 to 2013-14. The specialty of geriatric long stay is included. 

Percentage of patients discharged within six months of admission for each healthcare facility in NHS 
Borders, financial years 2007-08 to 2013-14: 

 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

The Knoll 
Hospital 

97.7 94.2 95.0 94.5 95.3 99.6 100.0 

Hawick 
Community 
Hospital 

99.4 100.0 99.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Kelso 
Hospital 

97.9 98.1 98.1 98.3 99.0 99.6 99.6 

Hay Lodge 
Hospital 

97.4 96.5 98.2 97.4 98.9 97.8 98.7 

Borders 
General 
Hospital 

100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Crumhaugh 
House 

94.3 96.3 91.4 95.9 97.1 96.9 n/a 

Source: Information Services Division:Scotland, SMR01 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of A&E referrals in NHS Borders has 
required a hospital bed in each year since 2007. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Beds/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/


 (S4W-24368) 

Shona Robison: Information on patients attending A&E who require a hospital bed is not collected. 
However, information on patients attending A&E at Borders General Hospital and were subsequently 
admitted to Borders General Hospital is available from April 2010, which is shown in the following 
table. 

Number and percentage of attendances to Borders General Hospital Emergency Department who 
were admitted to Borders General Hospital, financial years 2010-11 to 2013-14: 

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Percentage admitted from 
A&E 

33.7 33.9 34.8 36.0 

Number admitted from 
A&E 

7,799 8,025 8,261 9,070 

Source: Information Services Division (ISD):Scotland, A&E Datamart 
Borders General Hospital is the only hospital in NHS Borders with an emergency department. 
These statistics and further information on A&E activity is published in ISD’s Emergency Care 
publication. 

 
John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 

Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the effect of closing 
community health services on acute services at central hospitals. 

 (S4W-24369) 

Shona Robison: We have not carried out any specific research on this issue. However, through our 
work on the integration of adult health and social care, and the development of the Integrated 
Resource Framework: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-
Care/Publications/index.asp?ID=1353), we are aware that over half of all expenditure on over 65s 
during the financial year ending 31 March 2014, was within a hospital setting, 60% of which was on 
unplanned admissions. 

This illustrates the need to ensure that a range of community health and social care services are 
available to meet local needs, and wherever possible avoid the need for unplanned admission to acute 
hospitals. 

Health boards should plan for the range of health and social care needs of its population and ensure 
that the pathways of care put in place reflect the need for community and acute health services. 

Learning and Justice 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on reports that Jedburgh and Selkirk 
sheriff courts are to hear cases on alternate weeks, and for what it reason it did not seek 
parliamentary approval before this change was introduced. 

 (S4W-24280) 

Michael Matheson: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. This question has been passed to the Chief Executive 
of the SCS who will reply in writing within 20 days. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) antisocial behaviour orders and (b) spot fines have been issued in Fife  due to the 
inappropriate use of (i) quad bikes and (ii) other similar single-person operated vehicles in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-24281) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Police Scotland inform us there have been no antisocial behaviour orders issued 
in Fife in relation to the use of quad bikes over the past five years and that information on the number 
of fixed penalty notices issued for inappropriate use of quad bikes is not held centrally. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Emergency-Care/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp?ID=1353
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp?ID=1353


Reducing the impact of antisocial behaviour is a top priority for Police Scotland in Fife, as outlined 
within the West Fife and Coastal Villages Multi Member Ward Plan 2014. Local community policing 
teams are ideally placed to engage with members of their community to identify areas causing 
concern which can be prioritised for proactive patrols to prevent repeat instances of such behaviour 
and deal with any offences. In Fife, school based officers often undertake diversionary work aiming to 
explain the impact of antisocial behaviour and outlining the legal implications of such behaviour. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) quad bikes and (b) other similar single-person operated vehicles have been reported stolen 
in Fife in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-24282) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Police Scotland report that a total of 151 quad bikes have been stolen in Fife 
over the past five years with the figure of 43 for 2014 representing an increased incidence of this kind 
of crime and a figure in excess of the average (30.2) over the period 2010-14. The breakdown for 
each year is as follows: 

2010   28 

2011   33 

2012   26 

2013   21 

2014   43 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) quad bikes and (b) other similar single-person operated vehicles have been seized by the 
police in Fife in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-24283) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Information on the number of vehicle seizures, broken down by vehicle type, is 
not currently collated held centrally by Police Scotland. A manual exercise would be required for each 
of the five years to generate the information requested by the member. This would not be feasible in 
the time scales set out for responding to this parliamentary question, but as discussed with the 
member during our meeting of 21 January 2015, Police Scotland have been asked to explain how 
such information might best be recorded and accessed in the future. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will promote the DVLA's voluntary registration scheme for (a) quad bikes and (b) other similar single-
person operated vehicles and, if so, how. 

 (S4W-24284) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Most quad bikes cannot be used on the road because they don’t meet road 
safety standards. If using a quad bike off road you do not need to register the quad bike, pay tax or 
hold a driving licence. This lack of registration and other requirements means that quad bikes and 
other similar single-person operated vehicles are an easy asset to sell on if stolen, especially if stolen 
with the original key. Furthermore, if a quad bike is being used antisocially and then seized by the 
police, it can be difficult to ascertain who the owner is, and whether or not the person riding the quad 
bike is the owner. 

I am supportive of any initiative that could help prevent the theft of quad bikes and other similar 
single-person operated vehicles. I will be writing to the DVLA to seek more information on their 
voluntary registration scheme and will intend to approach National Farmers Union for Scotland with a 
view to assessing whether through options such as FarmWatch or other similar initiatives we can 
ensure a higher take-up of registration of vehicles, such as quad bikes, to enable Police Scotland to 
more reliably identity the rightful owner and prosecute those in possession of a stolen vehicle. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has for the former Dingwall Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court building. 



 (S4W-24303) 

Michael Matheson: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. This question has been passed to the Chief Executive 
of the SCS who will reply in writing within 20 days. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
contingency plans there are to accommodate court business if Inverness Sheriff Court is unavailable. 

 (S4W-24304) 

Michael Matheson: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. This question has been passed to the Chief Executive 
of the SCS who will reply in writing within 20 days. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
procedure is when a member of the public wishes to make a criminal accusation against a member of 
(a) Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal staff and (b) the judiciary. 

 (S4W-24326) 

Michael Matheson: If a member of the public believes that a criminal offence has been committed, 
they should report this to Police Scotland on the 101 non-emergency number or write to Chief 
Constable Sir Stephen House, Police Scotland, PO Box 21184, Alloa, FK10 9DE. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
creation of Police Scotland resulted in changes to procedures for a member of the public who wishes 
to make a criminal accusation against a member of (a) Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal staff and 
(b) the judiciary. 

 (S4W-24327) 

Michael Matheson: The procedure for any member of the public who wishes to make a criminal 
accusation against a member of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal staff or the judiciary has not 
changed as a result of the creation of Police Scotland. 

If a member of the public believes that a criminal offence has been committed, they should report 
this to Police Scotland on the 101 non-emergency number, or write to Chief Constable Sir Stephen 
House, Police Scotland, PO Box 21184, Alloa, FK10 9DE. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
impact was on each sheriff court of the agreement between Police Scotland and Sheriffs Principal for 
a reduction in the court programme for domestic abuse cases for the duration of the Commonwealth 
Games. 

 (S4W-24417) 

Michael Matheson: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing with 20 days. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what date the 
contract for the V&A project in Dundee was put out to tender.  

Holding answer issued: 12 February 2015 (S4W-24210) 

Fiona Hyslop: Dundee City Council’s tender for the V&A Dundee construction project was 
published on 16 August 2013. 



The Scottish Government is a supportive funder of the V&A Dundee but Dundee City Council is the 
contracting authority for the construction project. The V&A Dundee construction tender notice can still 
be viewed on the Public Contracts Scotland website: 
http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=AUG152427 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact the decision not to show live coverage of the Open Championship on free-to-air television 
from 2017 might have on its strategy on promoting sport, and what discussions it has had with the (a) 
UK Government and (b) R&A regarding this. 

 (S4W-24297) 

Fiona Hyslop: Under current constitutional arrangements the list of sporting events reserved for 
free-to-air television is a matter for the UK Government. In the context of the Scotland Bill 2011, the 
Scottish Government put the case to the UK Government ‘that it would be appropriate for devolved 
administrations to have the power to add or remove events for their nations.’ This was not reflected in 
the subsequent Scotland Act 2012. In its submission to The Smith Commission, the Scottish 
Government argued for full devolution of broadcasting including listing of sporting events. This was not 
reflected in the Heads of Agreement subsequently issued by The Smith Commission. The Scottish 
Government has indicted its support for the proposals previously made by the independent review 
panel chaired by David Davies that would have seen live coverage of the Open Championship 
guaranteed for free-to-air television. 

The Scottish Government was not a party to the commercial negotiations between the R&A and 
broadcasters. 

It is regrettable that any benefit gained from broadcasting the Open Championship over free-to-air 
television will no longer be seen from 2017 onwards. However, the R&A will now be able to use 
additional revenue to substantially increase their sport in the United Kingdom and Ireland. Scottish 
Golf are meeting with the R&A in the next few months to discuss this in greater detail. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-23976 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 January 2015, whether capital funding provided to the 
National Performing Companies is ringfenced to assets owned by those organisations, or whether it 
can be used for assets owned by third parties and, if so, to what extent. 

 (S4W-24315) 

Fiona Hyslop: All capital funding provided to the National Performing Companies was for 
expenditure on assets which they owned, or were purchasing, or for which they were or would become 
responsible for under a lease. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-23976 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 January 2015, whether it will provide a breakdown of 
the capital allocations to the National Performing Companies by the (a) asset benefiting from the 
funding, (b) value of the funding and (c) year of expenditure. 

 

 (S4W-24317) 

Fiona Hyslop: From the figures set out in the answer to S4W-23976, Scottish Ballet’s expenditure 
was all on the Tramway building, Scottish Opera’s expenditure was all in relation to the Theatre Royal 
project and the Royal Scottish National Opera expenditure was all on the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 

The National Theatre’s expenditure up to 2011-12 was all on their existing building at Civic House. 
In 2012-13 and thereafter, capital funding was spent on the planned new headquarters at Speirs Lock. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-24165 by John Swinney on 5 February 
2015, what it means by "managed in line with usual practice". 

http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=AUG152427


 (S4W-24343) 

John Swinney: “Managed in line with usual practice” means that a stock is retained for as long as 
the Scottish Government believes a document has continued significance or there remains demand 
for copies. 

Scotland’s Future is a landmark document, is of importance in outlining a major step in Scotland’s 
constitutional journey and is still being ordered by members of the public. 

Transport Scotland 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-24217 by Derek Mackay on 11 February 2015, whether it will 
confirm that the next Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract will be for six years from October 
2016. 

 (S4W-24441) 

Derek Mackay: Previous ferry service contracts have been set at six years. The next contract will 
run from 1 October 2016 up to a period of eight years to allow the operator more scope to invest in 
and deliver service efficiencies and improvements over a longer operating period. The contract will be 
subject to a mid-point review in year four, which could limit its duration to six years. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-24217 by Derek Mackay on 11 February 2015, on 
what date it will announce the details of its approach to the invitation to tender. 

 (S4W-24448) 

Derek Mackay: The contract notice for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services was submitted to 
Public Contracts Scotland today for publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. This is 
the first formal step in taking forward a competition for the next Clyde and Hebrides ferry services 
contract. The contract notice invites potential operators to provide evidence of their suitability to tender 
for the public service contract to operate these services for a period of up to eight years, effective from 
1 October 2016. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-24287 
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