
Monday 16 February 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
Disclosure Scotland takes to ensure that allegations made against people that have been established 
in court to be false are removed from its records and not provided to prospective employers.  

 (S4W-24258) 

Fiona McLeod: Information about an allegation established in court to be false would only be 
provided to Disclosure Scotland by a chief police officer as ‘other relevant information’ (ORI) in 
connection with a Police Act enhanced disclosure or a Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme record 
application. Under the Police Act and the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 the 
chief officer is responsible for deciding whether or not he or she should provide such information for 
inclusion on the disclosure. 

If an individual wishes to dispute the ORI content of a certificate, Disclosure Scotland will contact the 
police force in question. Again, the decision about whether or not the ORI should stand as issued or 
be changed rests with the chief officer. 

Information on all disputes handled by Disclosure Scotland in the last two financial years (including 
those relating to ORI) was provided in response to question S4W-23476 on 10 December 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottishparliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its proposed new card for multimodal travel will result in reduced fares for tram users on the 
Edinburgh Airport to city centre route via Edinburgh Park rail station. 

 (S4W-24053) 

Derek Mackay: The setting of fares for the tram network is, and will remain, the responsibility of 
Transport for Edinburgh. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
major disruptions there have been on the Far North railway line in each (a) quarter of each of the last 
five years and (b) of the last six months; what the nature was of each disruption, and what impact 
each had on passenger numbers. 

 (S4W-24276) 

Derek Mackay: (a) The number of major disruptions on the Far North railway line in each quarter of 
the last five years has been as follows: 

Year Quarter 1 
(Jan-March) 

Quarter 2 
(April-June) 

Quarter 3 
(July-Sept) 

Quarter 4 
(Oct-Dec) 

Total 

2010 5 1 1 5 12 

2011 1 - - 3 4 

2012 1 - 1 2 4 

2013 - - 4 4 5 

2014 2 1 2 3 8 

(b) The number of major disruptions in each of the last six months has been as follows: 

By month, 2014 (last six months, including where an emergency timetable has been implemented):  

Month in 2014 Number 

July 3 

August 5 

September 6 

October 13 

November 3 

http://www.scottishparliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Month in 2014 Number 

December 3 

 

(c) The nature of each disruption is listed as follows. The impact each had on passenger numbers is 
not recorded. 

Monday 4 January 2010: Animal strike at Forsinard, 205 delay minutes. 
Tuesday 5 January 2010: Weather-related disruptions at Wick and Forsinard, 503 delay minutes and 
one part cancellation. 
Thursday 7 January 2010: Heavy snow between Helmsdale and Forsinard, 344 delay minutes. 
Friday 22 January 2010: Derailment at Dingwall, eight full or part cancellations and 58 delay minutes. 
Wednesday 10 March 2010: Vehicle fault on train at Forsinard, 204 delay minutes and one part 
cancellation. 
Friday 2 April 2010: Train fault at Fearn, 231 delay minutes. 
Wednesday 25 August 2010: Engine fault between Inverness and Dingwall, 236 delay minutes. 
Friday 26 November 2010: Weather-related incidents (snow) at Muir of Ord, 231 delay minutes and 
two full or part cancellations. 
Tuesday 7 December 2010: Weather-related delay, nine full cancellations. 
Wednesday 8 December 2010: Weather-related incidents, 263 delay minutes. 
Monday 20 December 2010: Weather-related disruptions, 12 full or part cancellations and 17 delay 
minutes. 
Wednesday 22 December 2010: Train fault at Tain, 234 delay minutes. 
Monday 24 January 2011: Train fault (radio-related) at Georgemas Junction, 521 delay minutes and 
one full cancellation. 
Thursday 8 December 2011: Wind-related disruptions (Scotland-wide), seven full cancellations. 
Flooding at Ardgay, five full cancellations. 
Tuesday 13 December 2011: Blanket speed restrictions (wind-related), five full cancellations. 
Sunday 22 January 2012: Failure on the radio communication system north of Inverness, which meant 
a caution on all level crossings in the Far North and to Kyle; 202 delay minutes. 
Saturday 14 July 2012: Train defect resulting in poor performance on a Wick/Inverness working, 215 
delay minutes (mostly of reactionary delay to other Far North line services).   
Tuesday 30 October 2012: Radio based signalling system defect affecting all lines north of Inverness. 
312 delay minutes and one part cancellation. 
Monday 3 December 2012: Radio signalling fault on train at Invergordon; this was a delay of 13 
minutes, but the spillover effects included 205 delay minutes and one part cancellation. 
Saturday 17 August 2013: A small amount of late-running (five minutes) on the Far North line led to 
225 delay minutes and two full cancellations incurred.  
Thursday 3 October 2013: Ardgay to Inverness services lost time in running causing 264 delay 
minutes and no full or part cancellations. 
Wednesday 9 October 2013: Train at Dingwall lost time in running resulting in 205 delay minutes and 
two full or part cancellations.  
Friday 11 October 2013: Train at Dingwall lost time in running resulting in 379 delay minutes and no 
full or part cancellations.  
Thursday 5 December 2013: Severe storm incident. Network Rail invoked a key route strategy, which 
meant no service on many routes and severely reduced service on the rest.  
Thursday 16 January 2014: Broken rail at Ardgay (near Tain), 248 delay minutes and two part 
cancellations. 
Friday 14 March 2014: Emergency speed restriction between Dingwall and Invergordon, 245 delay 
minutes and three part cancellations. 
Monday 19 May 2014: Train fault at Inverness, 213 delay minutes and two full cancellations. 
Tuesday 1 July 2014: Tractor on the line at Brora, eight full or part cancellations and 28 delay minutes. 
Tuesday 12 August 2014: There was disruption to services on the Highland Main Line and Aberdeen-
Inverness, because of weather conditions leading to significant flooding. 
Wednesday 1 October 2014: Far North line, driver lost time between Lairg and Tain resulting late 
arrival to Inverness and reactionary delays. 211 delay minutes. 
Friday 3 October 2014: Far North line, radio communication lost between Ardlui and Tain, 234 delay 
minutes and three full or part cancellations. 
Friday 31 October 2014: Points failure at Inverness 250 delay minutes and two full or part 
cancellations. 

 



John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken to encourage public transport providers to pass on the reduced costs of fuel to 
consumers through cheaper fares. 

 (S4W-24295) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government is committed to encouraging more people to use public 
transport and has taken action to make fares more affordable. For example from 1 April 2015 
ScotRail’s regulated peak fares increases will be capped at the level of the Retail Prices Index (RPI) 
instead of RPI plus one per cent. Road equivalent tariff to ferry fares currently in operation on services 
to Western Isles, Coll and Tiree, Islay, Gigha, Colonsay and to Arran will also be rolled out to 
remaining Clyde and Hebrides routes in October 2015, allowing for substantial reduced fares. In 
addition it is maintaining the Bus Service Operators Grant which provides an annual subsidy of around 
£50 million to the bus industry to help support the network and to keep fares at affordable levels. 
Falling fuel costs can be expected to be reflected in bus operators’ decisions on fares, though the 
extent and timing of this will depend on their wider costs and any fuel hedging arrangements. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-24265 
S4W-24267 
S4W-24268 
S4W-24269 
S4W-24270 
S4W-24271 
S4W-24275 
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