
Tuesday 27 January 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) 
financial and (b) other assistance it can provide to homeowners to help with the costs of roof repairs. 

 (S4W-24020) 

Margaret Burgess: Private home owners are primarily responsible for repairing and maintaining 
their own property. The Scottish Government does not provide assistance directly to home owners as 
local authorities have a broad range of statutory powers to provide assistance with structural repairs 
including roof repairs through advice and guidance, practical help or financial assistance by way of 
grants or loans. It is for the local authority to determine what kinds of assistance should be made 
available in each area on the basis of local priorities and budgets. 

Finance 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the impact on public spending if Scotland achieves full fiscal autonomy and the block 
grant funding mechanism is ended. 

 (S4W-24029) 

John Swinney: Scotland has a strong fiscal base; in every one of the last 33 years, tax receipts 
have been higher per head in Scotland than the UK. Even when oil revenues are excluded, tax 
revenues per person in Scotland are broadly in line with the UK. 

Under full fiscal autonomy, Scotland would still remain part of the UK and would negotiate its share 
of reserved spending and the operation of payments towards these. 

In its submission to The Smith Commission, the Scottish Government outlined its proposals for 
‘More Powers for the Scottish Parliament.’ These proposals included full fiscal autonomy which, if 
implemented, would have led to all tax revenues being retained in Scotland. The Smith Commission 
published its recommendations on 27 November 2014, and subsequently the UK Government 
published an overview of its proposals on 22 January 2015. The Smith Commission did not 
recommend full fiscal autonomy, and currently there are no plans to legislate for full fiscal devolution to 
the Scottish Parliament. While the Smith Commission recommendations did not go as far as what the 
Scottish Government recommended, and do not live up to the ‘vow’ made before the independence 
referendum, the Scottish Government welcomes further powers, and they must now be delivered. The 
Scottish Government is focused on making Scotland a more prosperous country, tackling inequality 
and protecting our public services, and the new powers being delivered must help deliver those goals. 

Health and Social Care 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Scottish Ambulance Service made/has made an application for additional money in its 
budget in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, (c) 2013-14 and (d) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-23998) 

Shona Robison: The following tables set out additional funding made available to the Scottish 
Ambulance Service between financial years 2011-12 to 2014-15: 

(a) 2011-12 

 Recurring (£) Non-recurring (£) 

Support for carer information strategies - 15,000 

Vale of Leven vision 188,000 - 

Scottish Ambulance Service 
Emergency Medical Retrieval Service 

700,000 - 

Healthcare Associated Infection 
funding 

40,860 331,645 

Keep Well initiative - 49,200 

Meal/rest break funding - 1,619,025 

Clinical adviser development - 91,242 



HEAT Target T10 (reducing A&E 
attendees) 

- 20,000 

2011-12 total 928,860 3,054,972 

(b) 2012-13 

 Recurring (£) Non-recurring (£) 

Support for carer information strategies 15,000 - 

HEAT Target T10 (reducing A&E attendees) - 80,000 

Healthcare Associated Infection funding - 251,142 

Specialist transport service implementation 210,000 - 

Equipment pods - 3,075 

Support for increasing fuel costs 400,000 300,000 

Commonwealth Games - 150,000 

Extra Corporeal Membrane Oxygenation 
transport lead 

25,000 - 

Sixth strategic aim 48,082 12,629 

Continuous quality improvement funding - 96,580 

Major Trauma Clinical Coordination - 90,000 

Advocacy provision 7,000 - 

Meal/rest break funding 1,300,000 1,800,000 

Winter surge capacity funding - 125,000 

Person-Centred Health and Care Programme - 5,000 

Olympic Games funding - 118,727 

Efficiency and productivity - 90,000 

Strategic workforce review - 110,000 

2012-13 total 2,005,082 3,232,153 

(c) 2013-14 

 Recurring (£) Non-recurring (£) 

Support for carer information strategies - 15,000 

Commonwealth Games - 184,696 

Efficiency and productivity - 98,000 

Healthcare Associated Infection funding - 266,203 

Emergency Medical Retrieval Service  300,000 - 

Rest break funding - 1,800,000 

HEAT Target T10 (reducing A&E attendees) - 80,000 

Person-Centred Health and Care Programme - 5,000 

Unscheduled care 235,000 200,000 

ScotSTAR - 18,196 

Public access defibrillators - 100,000 

Reducing out of hospital cardiac arrests - 20,000 

Leadership and management development - 40,000 

Patient opinion - 5,000 

Adult support and protection in A&E setting - 13,000 

2013-14 total 535,000 2,845,095 

(d) 2014-15 year to date 31 December 2014 

 Recurring (£) Non-recurring (£) 

Support for carer information strategies 15,000 - 

Commonwealth Games - 539,744 

Efficiency and productivity - - 

Healthcare Associated Infection funding 306,892 - 

Emergency Medical Retrieval Service 1,800,000 - 

Rest break funding - 1,500,000 

Air ambulance rotary wing upgrade 500,000 - 

Advocacy provision 2,000 - 

Person-Centred Health and Care Programme - 10,000 

Unscheduled care - 235,000 

Resourcing for the future – NHSScotland strategy - 475,000 



 Recurring (£) Non-recurring (£) 

development – Scottish Ambulance Service lead 

Organisational development - 55,000 

Stroke improvement funding - 42,268 

Health and welfare support - 200,000 

2014-15 total 2,623,892 3,057,012 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much additional funding it provided to NHS 24 in relation to its new IT system; what rescheduling 
it has agreed with NHS 24, and what the revised schedule of repayment is of any brokerage fees. 

 (S4W-24044) 

Shona Robison: The following table details the original repayable brokerage to NHS 24 for the 
‘Futures’ IT system: 

 Opening 
balance 

(£ million) 

Brokerage 
(£ million) 

Repayment 
(£ million) 

Closing 
balance 

(£ million) 

2011-12 0.000 0.320 0.000 0.320 

2012-13 0.320 16.577 0.000 16.897 

2013-14 16.897 1.659 0.000 18.556 

2014-15 18.556 0.000 (5.275) 13.281 

2015-16 planned 13.281 0.000 (5.492) 7.789 

2016-17 planned 7.789 0.000 (7.789) 0.000 

Total - 18.556 (18.556) - 

The following table details the revised provision of repayable brokerage to NHS 24 for the ‘Futures’ 
IT system. Brokerage was provided to avoid financing charges of £4.6 million associated with the 
phased payment of the implementation costs over the 10-year contract term of the future programme 
(combining the delivery of new technology and applications with service redesign). 

 Opening 
balance 

(£ million) 

Brokerage 
(£ million) 

Repayment 
(£ million) 

Closing 
balance 

(£ million) 

2011-12 0.000 0.320 0.000 0.320 

2012-13 0.320 16.577 0.000 16.897 

2013-14 16.897 3.859 0.000 20.756 

2014-15 20.756 0.000 0.000 20.756 

2015-16 planned 20.756 0.000 (3.648) 17.108 

2016-17 planned 17.108 0.000 (6.434) 10.674 

2017-18 planned 10.674 0.000 (6.189) 4.485 

2018-19 planned 4.485 0.000 (4.485) 0.000 

Total - 20.756 (20.756) - 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the 10,000 equal pay claims identified in Audit Scotland’s financial review of the NHS in 
2012-13 (a) have now been quantified and (b) were disclosed as an unquantified contingent liability in 
the boards’ accounts for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-24050) 

Shona Robison: None of the equal pay claims identified in Audit Scotland’s financial review of the 
NHS in 2012-13 have been quantified.  

5,953 claims were disclosed as unquantified contingent liabilities in the boards’ accounts for 2013-
14.  

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Care Inspectorate monitors whether care home residents have been invited to express a 



wish in respect of (a) remaining in the care home for terminal care, b) a do not resuscitate statement 
(DNACPR) and (c) an advance statement or living will. 

 (S4W-24054) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Care Inspectorate assesses the delivery of palliative and end of life care to 
care home residents as part of its inspections. Best practice guidance is signposted, including NHS 
Education for Scotland’s guidance on anticipatory care planning, which includes looking at a person’s 
resuscitation wishes and if they have a prior advance statement of living well. Each year the Care 
Inspectorate asks care homes for information about the number of residents who have an anticipatory 
care plan in place and this information is used to inform inspections. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Care Inspectorate monitors the number of (a) admissions from care homes to hospital 
and (b) resident deaths (i) in the care home and (ii) after transfer to a hospital. 

 (S4W-24055) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Care Inspectorate requires all registered services, including care homes, to 
notify them of the death of any resident on an ongoing basis. Their inspectors monitor these 
notifications and the Care Inspectorate will take action if the rate of notification is higher than 
expected, including requesting their medical adviser to undertake a review of deaths in that service. 

The Care Inspectorate does not currently require care homes to inform them of all admissions to 
hospital, although the Care Inspectorate do ask to be notified of significant incidents and accidents 
which in some cases may lead to hospital admission. Their inspectors monitor all notifications from 
services and will take action where necessary. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Care Inspectorate monitors the use of (a) antipsychotic medication and (b) tranquilliser 
medicine in care homes, and what criteria it uses in assessing the use of these. 

 (S4W-24056) 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish care homes have been brought within the remit of the Controlled Drugs 
(Supervision of Management and Use) Regulations 2013. The Care Inspectorate has been designated 
as a ‘responsible body’ under the terms of these Regulations and has been given powers to ask for 
self-declarations about how care homes manage and use controlled drugs. 

The Care Inspectorate responds to any concerns raised with them as complaints, or noted by their 
inspectors during inspections about the appropriate use of medicines in care homes. Where such 
concerns arise, the Care Inspectorate’s pharmacy advisers can carry out an audit of practice, the 
findings of which are shared with the service provider, health board and local authority. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when ministers last met the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland; who attended, and what future 
meetings are planned. 

 (S4W-24085) 

Jamie Hepburn: The former Minister for Public Health met the Chair and Chief Executive of the 
Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland on 10 September 2013. I am scheduled to meet the Chair 
and Chief Executive of the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland on 28 January 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much financial assistance it provided to each grant-aided special school in each of the last three 
years. 

 (S4W-24002) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government has provided the following financial assistance (in the 
form of a grant) to each of the grant-aided special schools in each of the last three years: 



2014-15 

School Revenue Grant Capital Grant 

Capability Scotland: Corseford £1,207,237 £23,000 

Capability Scotland: Stanmore £1,712,419 £32,600 

Donaldson’s £1,927,741 £36,600 

East Park £1,284,423 £24,400 

Harmeny £1,087,673 £20,600 

Royal Blind £2,573,924 £48,800 

Scottish Centre for Children with 
Motor Impairments (Craighalbert) 

£740,264 £14,000 

2013-14 

School Revenue Grant Capital Grant 

Capability Scotland: Corseford £1,207,237 £23,000 

Capability Scotland: Stanmore £1,712,419 £32,600 

Donaldson’s £1,927,741 £36,600 

East Park £1,284,423 £24,400 

Harmeny £1,087,673 £20,600 

Royal Blind £2,573,924 £48,800 

Scottish Centre for Children with 
Motor Impairments (Craighalbert) 

£740,264 £14,000 

2012-13 

School Revenue Grant Capital Grant 

Capability Scotland: Corseford £1,206,317 £23,000 

Capability Scotland: Stanmore £1,711,115 £32,600 

Donaldson’s £1,926,277 £36,600 

East Park £1,283,447 £24,400 

Harmeny £1,086,849 £20,600 

Royal Blind £2,571,972 £48,800 

Scottish Centre for Children with 
Motor Impairments (Craighalbert) 

£739,704 £14,000 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 20 
mph speed limit trial on the A7 in Langholm will conclude and when the results will be published. 

 (S4W-24004) 

Derek Mackay: The statutory process for the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit order necessary 
to introduce the trial will follow a successful outcome to the pre consultation currently ongoing with the 
local authority and community. It is too early to be clear on the timescales for the delivery and 
monitoring of any speed limit pilot in Langholm. 

 


	Communities
	Finance
	Health and Social Care
	Learning and Justice
	Transport Scotland

