
Wednesday 21 January 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Michael Russell (Argyll and Bute) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what planning fees apply to proposed 17-turbine wind farm developments, and how these compare 
with the fees charged in (a) England, (b) Wales and (c) Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-24001) 

Alex Neil: Any planning application to install wind turbines is considered, for the purposes of fee 
calculation, as an application for the erection, alteration or replacement of plant or machinery. As 
such, the fee is calculated based on the area of land covered by the development, including the area 
covered by access tracks etc., rather than the number of turbines. The fee payable for applications 
containing the same number of turbines could therefore vary from site to site. The potential for 
variation in the fee is the same for applications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Current fees for applications for full planning permission for the erection, alteration or replacement of 
plant or machinery are set out in the following table: 

Scotland £401 for each 0.1 hectare of the site area, subject to a 
maximum of £20,055. 

England Where the site area does not exceed five hectares, £385 for 
each 0.1 hectare of the site area. 

Where the site area exceeds five hectares, £19,049; and an 
additional £115 for each 0.1 hectare in excess of five 

hectares up to a maximum total of £250,000. 

Wales Where the site area does not exceed five hectares, £335 for 
each 0.1 hectare of the site area. 

Where the site area exceeds five hectares, £16,464; and an 
additional £84 for each 0.1 hectare in excess of five hectares 

up to a maximum total of £250,000. 

Northern 
Ireland 

Where the site area does not exceed five hectares, £357 for 
each 0.1 hectare of the site area. 

Where the site area exceeds five hectares, £17,824; and an 
additional £106 for each 0.1 hectare in excess of five 
hectares, subject to a maximum in total of £265,806. 

Applications for wind farms which would have a capacity of more than 50 megawatts electricity 
would not be dealt with through the planning system, but would be considered under Section 36 of the 
Electricity Act 1989. The fee for such an application would range from £18,000 to £60,000 depending 
on the capacity of the wind farm. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress the Glasgow and Clyde Valley City Deal is making. 

 (S4O-3920) 

Keith Brown: The Glasgow and Clyde Valley City Deal empowers the Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
partners to identify, manage and deliver projects, which will stimulate economic growth and create 
jobs in their area. 

The Scottish Government agreed in August 2014 to contribute £500 million over 20 years in support 
of the deal. The terms of the deal are clear – the Glasgow Clyde Valley authorities must be ultimately 
responsible for the funding decisions they take. Should projects cost more than initially planned, the 
Glasgow Clyde Valley authorities must be responsible for that additional cost. Before any funding is 
released, Scottish Government and UK Ministers require to be satisfied that Glasgow and the Clyde 
Valley partners have put in place a suitable assurance framework. 

We are continuing to work closely with Glasgow and Clyde Valley and the UK Government to 
support the development of an assurance framework that will respect local decision making, ensure 
investment decisions are based on sound business cases, and deliver projects effectively. 



 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-23548 by Richard Lochhead on 19 December 2014 and in light 
of the information not being provided on the suggested website, whether it will now answer what 
process it used to choose the directors of Scottish Rural Action and which (a) people and (b) groups it 
consulted as part of this. 

Holding answer issued: 19 January 2015 (S4W-23782) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government was not responsible for choosing the directors of 
Scottish Rural Action. Information on this process can be obtained by contacting Scottish Rural Action. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources will be made available to the Clyde 2020 initiative and the emerging regional marine 
planning partnership to (a) identify the indicators of Good Environmental Status (GES) relevant to the 
region and (b) deliver the practical measures needed to achieve GES by 2020. 

 (S4W-23909) 

Richard Lochhead: Clyde 2020 is a broad-based initiative which aims to bring together existing 
activity and build on that through new action – both scientific research and practical measures – to 
achieve a healthier and more sustainable Clyde ecosystem. 

A project steering group and a research group for Clyde 2020 are being established to facilitate the 
work of the Clyde 2020 programme, and additional funding of £11,063 has been provided to the Firth 
of Clyde Forum to contribute to work on the Clyde 2020 action plan which will be published later in 
2015. 

All of the eleven descriptors of GES under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive can inform our 
understanding of how the Clyde ecosystem operates. The directive operates at a broad regional sea 
level and the descriptors are designed to be relevant at that geographical level. However, there may 
well be linkages between action required at that broader scale and local management required for the 
Clyde. 

The Clyde 2020 programme is being supported by existing research undertaken by Marine Scotland 
Science and other Marine Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland partners. 

Current research being undertaken through the European Fisheries Fund project ‘Evidence 
Gathering in Support of Sustainable Scottish Inshore Fisheries’ is due to report in August 2015. This 
research is targeted within the Firth of Clyde and should contribute to the understanding of GES and 
the outputs will be available to support the Clyde 2020 initiative and the marine planning partnership. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the coastal partnerships will feed into and work with the regional partnerships that are being 
established in conjunction with the draft National Marine Plan. 

 (S4W-23910) 

Richard Lochhead: Local Coastal Partnerships were initially established to address local priorities 
and coastal zone issues. Marine planning partnerships will deliver statutory marine planning for 
Scottish Marine Regions out to 12 nautical miles. Where Local Coastal Partnerships want to become 
involved in regional marine planning, their understanding of local issues and existing engagement of 
stakeholders will potentially be of great benefit to the marine planning partnership. However, the 
precise role and relationship will be for Local Coastal Partnerships to consider as regional marine 
planning develops. 

Finance 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
cumulative savings have been realised since the establishment of the Scottish Futures Trust. 

 (S4O-3919) 



Keith Brown: The Scottish Futures Trust published its benefits statement for 2013-14 on 6 October 
2014, which reported cumulative savings and benefits since its establishment of more than £640 
million. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16454 by Michael Matheson on 12 August 2013, what 
assessment it has made of the savings to the NHS of not having to repeat laboratory tests through 
ensuring full electronic access to data by any clinician in any location who requires access, 
irrespective of where the original tests took place. 

 (S4W-23861) 

Maureen Watt: Savings information has not been specifically gathered on this. Connections 
between Scottish Care Information stores and access for clinicians have been established as a matter 
of course as each clinical pathway need has been identified. The Scottish Government is about to 
publish a significantly refreshed version of the eHealth Strategy 2011-2017. The associated plan to 
deliver the aims of the strategy identifies activity that will be undertaken locally, regionally and 
nationally to provide more comprehensive access to information including test results. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the (a) median time and (b) range of times has been in the last 12 months that patients are 
waiting for a guardianship order under the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 when they have 
been designated as code 9 secondary code 51x under the Delayed Discharges Definitions and Data 
Recording Manual. 

 (S4W-23873) 

Shona Robison: This information is not held centrally. Bed days lost data has been collected by 
NHS Information Services Division since 2012. It records every day delayed but cannot be broken 
down by reason for delay, or speciality. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-23581 by Shona Robison on 19 December 2014, whether it 
considers that the information provided is consistent with reports that NHS Lothian has recorded an 
estimated overspend of £70 million and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-23879) 

Shona Robison: NHS Lothian along with all other NHS boards have an agreed financial plan to 
deliver a balanced financial position for the current financial year. The board fully recognise the 
statutory requirement to deliver a balanced financial plan for the year. Work is continuing within the 
board to identify options for managing expenditure and the Scottish Government are engaged with 
NHS Lothian and will work closely with them, providing support as required. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the rates of (a) breastfeeding exclusively and (b) breast- and bottlefeeding were in all family 
nurse partnership births up to August 2014. 

 (S4W-23882) 

Maureen Watt: The rates from all family nurse partnership (FNP) births who were (a) breastfeeding 
exclusively was 5.9% and (b) breast and bottle feeding was 10.8% up to August 2014. 

This is captured at six weeks’ post partum and has been extracted from the family nurse partnership 
Scottish information system (FNPSIS). This excludes women who were in the first cohort in Scotland 
as their information is not in the FNPSIS and was reported separately as part of the FNP evaluation. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the breastfeeding rates are for each (a) NHS board and (b) community health partnership after 
adjusting for deprivation. 

 (S4W-23883) 

Maureen Watt: Breastfeeding information is collected at the child health programme health visitor 
first visit review (which takes place at around 10 days of age) and at the six to eight week review. At 
these reviews, the health professional (normally a health visitor) records the type of milk the baby is 
fed i.e. whether the baby is fed breast milk only, fed formula milk only, or fed both breast and formula 
milk (mixed). 

Tables showing mixed (breast and bottle) and exclusive breastfeeding rates at the health visitor first 
visit and the six to eight week review broken down by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation and NHS 
board or Community Health Partnership have been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (Bib. number 56618). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether rates of breastfeeding exclusively are reducing and, if so, what information it has on the 
reasons for the reduction. 

 (S4W-23884) 

Maureen Watt: The percentage of children exclusively breastfed at the first visit has gradually 
decreased from 38.6% in 2004-05 to 35.4% in 2013-14. Over the same period the percentage of 
children exclusively breastfed at the six to eight week review has remained broadly similar at around 
27%. 

Information on exclusive breastfeeding at the child health programme first visit (which takes place at 
around 10 days of age) and six to eight week review is published on the Information Services Division 
website in table 1 and table 2 respectively: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2014-10-28/BF-hb-financial-
oct14.xls 

No information is collected nationally about the reasons for the reduction. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to reverse the reported increase in the number of patients facing delayed 
discharge from hospital. 

 (S4W-23887) 

Shona Robison: As set out in our Programme for Government on 26 November 2014, delayed 
discharges are significantly lower than they were in 2006. But we need to do more and tackling this 
issue is a key priority of this government. 

Since August 2014 we have invested £18 million which is being used by local partnerships to make 
further developments in intermediate care and other services aimed at driving down the level of 
delays. A further £10 million Winter Resilience Fund is also available to focus on delays over the 
winter months. 

On 20 January 2015 we announced £100 million funding for delayed discharge over the next three 
financial years. Funding will go to help develop services aimed at reducing unnecessary hospital 
admissions and ensuring timely discharge. 

It will also include a commitment to deliver on key issues such as discharging within 72 hours, and 
reducing unnecessary admissions. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many NHS mental health posts are unfilled. 

 (S4W-23895) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2014-10-28/BF-hb-financial-oct14.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2014-10-28/BF-hb-financial-oct14.xls


Shona Robison: The number of posts currently unfilled for consultants working in mental health, 
compared to the position at 30 September 2006 is shown in the first table. 

The number of posts currently unfilled for nurses working in mental health, compared to the position 
at 30 September 2007, is shown in the second table. 

Vacancy information for other staff groups is not centrally held. 

Table 1: Whole time equivalent establishment, staff in post and vacancies for all psychiatric 
speciality consultants in NHS Scotland. 

 
30 September 2006 30 September 2014 

Establishment 497.4 572.5 

Staff in post 444.7 535.2 

Vacancies 52.8 37.3 

Source: Scottish Workforce Information Standard System (SWISS), Information Services Division 
(ISD) Scotland 

Table 2: Whole time equivalent establishment, staff in post and vacancies for all mental health 
nurses in NHS Scotland. 

 
30 September 2007 30 September 2014 

Establishment 7,577.5    9,780.6 

Staff in post 7,245.8 9,434.1 

Posts under review 28.0 - 

Vacancies 303.7 346.5 

Source: SWISS, ISD Scotland; Vacancy information by staff group is not available for 2006 as staff 
were in the process of being assimilated to Agenda for Change.  

Notes:  
The total establishment is the sum of all staff in post and any vacancies. In 2007, establishment 
figures also included any posts which were under review. Information on the number of posts under 
review is no longer collected and these posts are no longer included in the establishment figures. 
Vacancy information is not strictly comparable between 2007 and 2014 due to changes in the 
definition. In 2007, most boards recorded vacancies from the date when the previous incumbent left 
the post up until the date when an individual accepted the post. Vacancies are now defined as starting 
from the date the post is cleared for advert and ending on the date that an individual starts in the post. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what proportion of NHS spending is allocated to mental health services. 

 (S4W-23897) 

Jamie Hepburn: In 2013-14, expenditure on mental health accounted for 11.82% of NHS spending. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average waiting time is for mental health treatment following referral. 

 (S4W-23898) 

Jamie Hepburn: The average adjusted median wait for treatment is eight weeks. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many NHS pathologists are employed in each NHS board. 

 (S4W-23906) 

Shona Robison: Information on how many NHS pathologists are employed in each NHS board is 
detailed in the following table. 

Whole time equivalent pathologist staff
1
 employed in NHS boards. 

 



 
30 September 2014 

Scotland 221.1 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 13.5 

NHS Borders 1.0 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 2.0 

NHS Fife 7.0 

NHS Forth Valley 9.8 

NHS Grampian 32.2 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 68.4 

NHS Highland 4.9 

NHS Lanarkshire 15.3 

NHS Lothian 42.6 

NHS Orkney - 

NHS Shetland - 

NHS Tayside 24.4 

NHS Western Isles - 

Source: Scottish Workforce Information Standard System, Information Services Division Scotland 
1. Includes both histopathologists and chemical pathologists. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
specialisms are or were provided at each acute hospital in NHS Lanarkshire in (a) 2007, (b) 2011 and 
(c) 2015. 

 (S4W-23908) 

Shona Robison: I have asked NHS Lanarkshire to write to the member with the requested 
information. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it is providing to NHS Grampian and (a) Aberdeen City and (b) Aberdeenshire Council to 
meet increased demand due to winter pressures. 

 (S4W-23934) 

Shona Robison: We have invested over £29 million this year (2014-15) to support the NHS and 
help boards cope with the added pressures they are experiencing as well as manage winter 
pressures. 

NHS Grampian has received a total of £2,453,848. Aberdeen City has received £187,500 and 
Aberdeenshire has received £189,000 to date. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it is providing to NHS Grampian and (a) Aberdeen City and (b) Aberdeenshire Council to 
assist with tackling delayed discharge and what the criteria were for determining this. 

 (S4W-23935) 

Shona Robison: Addressing delayed discharges is a top priority for this government. We have 
invested £10 million this year to support improvements in relation to delayed discharges, whilst 
minimising potential disruption to services, patients and carers over the winter period. Some of this 
funding was allocated to boards by using the NHS Scotland Resource Allocation Committee formula 
and the remainder was determined by assessing the level of delayed discharge. 

NHS Grampian was allocated £1 million in August 2014 and a further £456,000 in November 2014 
to ensure delivery of improvements. The August allocation was allocated to NHS Grampian to alleviate 
pressures on the hospital system by creating additional capacity in the hospital and the community. 
This funding was allocated to those boards facing the greatest challenge, based on the scale of the 
challenge. 

The November allocation was split by local authorities – Aberdeen City’s share was £187,500 and 
Aberdeenshire’s £189,000.  



On 20 January 2015 the Health Secretary announced £100 million funding for delayed discharge 
over the next three years. Funding will go to help develop services aimed at reducing unnecessary 
hospital admissions and ensuring timely discharge. Aberdeen City will receive £3.75 million and 
Aberdeenshire will receive £3.78 million over the three year period. 

Learning and Justice 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with Police Scotland regarding the use of the operational method, kettling, and whether it 
considers this an appropriate way to maintain public order. 

 (S4W-23889) 

Michael Matheson: Ministers meet with Police Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority regularly 
to discuss a range of issues, although there have been no specific discussions with Police Scotland 
the regarding the use of tactical options in public order situations. 

The deployment of police officers and the decision around the use of tactical options for crowd 
management is a matter for Police Scotland. Any decision to utilise containment as a tactical option is 
one made by the police tactical commander and is fundamentally subject to a variety of legal tests 
derived from stated cases. Scottish Ministers expect that any use of this approach to policing is 
proportionate to the situation making the measure necessary and is enforced for no longer than is 
reasonably necessary. 

The Scottish Police Authority has a statutory responsibility for holding the Chief Constable to 
account for the policing of Scotland. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that Police Scotland's use of the operational method, kettling, to control some football 
supporters in Glasgow on 16 March 2013 was appropriate and necessary, and what the reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-23890) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23889 on 21 January 2015. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what average length of time police officers spend in accident and emergency departments 
accompanying people with a mental illness. 

 (S4W-23901) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. Police Scotland has 
also advised that it does not maintain records on this detail. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) adults and (b) children in prison or other criminal justice settings have (i) mental health 
problems and (ii) learning difficulties. 

 (S4W-23902) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold national data on the numbers of adults 
and young people within prison and criminal justice settings in Scotland who have mental health 
problems and learning difficulties.  

Mental health services, and the recording of this information, transferred from the Scottish Prison 
Service (SPS) to the NHS in 2011 as part of the national transfer of responsibility for health care 
services for prisoners. Any information relating to these services in prisons should therefore be 
requested from each local health board. 

On reception at all prisons and Polmont Young Offenders Institution, all admissions undergo a 
healthcare screening, followed by a medical assessment within 24 hours. Those identified with mental 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


health issues are referred for appropriate support, including the multi-disciplinary mental health team. 
Additionally, on admission all prisoners are assessed as part of the Suicide Risk Management 
Strategy (Act 2 Care) to assess the individual’s risk of suicide or self-harm. If necessary a care plan 
will be formulated to meet the individual’s needs. 

To support the delivery of consistent and evidence based approaches to mental health service 
provision within all prison settings, the National Prisoner Healthcare Network has established a 
subgroup to lead the development of a mental health services implementation plan for use by NHS 
boards. This plan includes consideration of how best to develop systems which will support a live 
prisoner needs assessment for mental health and learning disabilities.  

In relation to learning difficulties, as noted in a previous response (S4W-22551 on 2 October 2014), 
the SPS recognises that Learning Difficulties and Disabilities (LDD) is a significant issue amongst the 
prisoner population and is committed to improving their assessment processes and provision of 
services for prisoners with learning difficulties. The new vision for young people in custody recognises 
that a high proportion of young people in custody will have learning difficulties of one form or another. 
To inform this, the SPS are currently testing a number of approaches including piloting a 
comprehensive screening tool providing a ‘red flag’ indicator across the spectrum of LDD conditions 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date the independent reference group considering post-corroboration safeguards 
will report. 

 (S4W-23911) 

Michael Matheson: Lord Bonomy has indicated that the post-corroboration safeguards review will 
be completed by April 2015. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
invested in adult learning in each year since 2007.  

 (S4W-23966) 

Angela Constance: Adult learning is funded under a number of different portfolios across the 
Scottish Government. A proportion of local government funding is allocated by each authority for 
community learning and development who are key providers of community based adult learning. As 
such community based adult learning, is funded through local authorities and not through Scottish 
Government directly therefore specific figures are not available. Total portfolio levels are not 
disaggregated down to adult learning figures. Examples of portfolio funding include workplace adult 
learning and initiatives to develop the young workforce which were funded through Training, Youth 
and Women’s Employment. 

Education Scotland’s Community Learning and Development Policy and Improvement Team 
supports the work and outcomes identified in the Strategic Guidance for Community Planning 
Partnerships: Community Learning and Development and this includes adult learning. Education 
Scotland has policy responsibility for adult education and this includes Strategic Funding Partnerships 
with national adult learning organisations who provide adult learning through the third sector. Figures 
available for the last three years 2012-15 show that Education Scotland has invested £2,133,580 to 
the development and support of adult learning. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Nigel Don (Angus North and Mearns) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to review the condition of Scotland’s historic buildings. 

 (S4O-3930) 

Fiona Hyslop: This morning I attended an event to mark the launch of the Traditional Buildings 
Health Check Scheme, a partnership between Historic Scotland, the Construction Industry Training 
Board and Stirling City Heritage Trust and the first of its kind in the UK. 

http://www.fpe.org.uk/learning-difficulties-and-disabilities/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The Scottish Government undertakes various reviews of the built environment. The annual Scottish 
House Condition Survey monitors the condition of Scotland’s housing stock, including traditional 
buildings. Historic Scotland also produces a biannual Historic Environment Audit for Scotland. The 
fourth audit of Scotland’s historic environment will be published this month, which indicates that the 
condition of A-listed buildings and scheduled monuments is stable. Work is also presently ongoing to 
evaluate the condition of Scottish Minister’s Properties in Care across Scotland. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what new facilities and opportunities have been created in each local authority 
area under its new youth arts strategy. 

 (S4W-23848) 

Fiona Hyslop: Time to Shine – Scotland’s Youth Arts Strategy, sets out a vision and key 
recommendations to enable Scotland's children and young people to flourish and achieve, in and 
through the arts and creativity, centred around the themes of participation, progression and provision. 

A network of nine newly established youth arts hubs have been developed to improve youth arts 
provision and infrastructure in the following areas across the country: Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire, 
Moray, Highlands, West Dunbartonshire, Glasgow, Argyle and Bute, Ayrshire, Edinburgh and Fife and 
are all helping to facilitate new opportunities for young people. These hubs have been developed 
through partnerships between local and national arts and youth services providers to increase access 
to youth arts across Scotland in a range of art forms and aim to engage with over 40,000 children and 
young people.  

Notable developments in the youth arts hubs so far include the launch of a new youth arts digital 
platform for Fife, the introduction of a youth led arts network for Ayrshire, a pioneering programme of 
new arts delivery for West Dunbartonshire and the creation of an arts traineeships and 
apprenticeships scheme for young people in Edinburgh. In addition to the youth arts hubs, targeted 
project funding is supporting An Lanntair (Western Isles) and Voice of My Own (Scottish Borders) to 
give young people in remote and rural areas better access to the arts. 

Young people are central to the decision making process and development of the strategy and the 
hubs development with 13 young people selected from across Scotland to be on the ‘Youth Arts Voice 
Scotland’ group to advise on the development and forward plans of Time to Shine. 

We will continue to support initiatives taking forward Scotland's first national youth arts strategy and 
in November 2014 we announced an additional £1 million of public and private funding for the national 
youth arts companies to deepen youth arts participation in the run up to Scotland's Year of Young 
People in 2018. 

Transport Scotland 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
passengers travelled through Scotland's airports in 2014. 

 (S4O-3917) 

Derek Mackay: The number of passengers who travelled through Scotland’s airports in 2014 was 
23,815,000. This represented a 3.78% increase from 2013. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with Network Rail and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport regarding 
improvements to the East Kilbride railway line. 

 (S4O-3918) 

Derek Mackay: Transport Scotland have discussed electrification of the East Kilbride line with 
Network Rail as part of general discussions concerning the future electrification of the Scottish rail 
network from Control Period 6 (2019) onwards. 

Further meetings are planned later this year with external stakeholders, including Network Rail and 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport, to maximise the efficiency and phasing of the Scottish 
Government’s developing rail electrification strategy. 



 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government  (a) how many times and (b) for how long on average the (i) A9, (ii) A85, (iii) 
A90, (iv) A92 and (v) M90 has been closed as a result of a crime scene investigation due to an 
accident in the last three years, and what factors affect the time it takes to reopen the roads for 
managed traffic flow. 

Holding answer issued: 5 January 2015 (S4W-23569) 

Derek Mackay: Transport Scotland does not hold definitive data that indicates when Police Scotland 
have carried out a crime scene investigation. 

The following table signifies a closure on the route concerned where police attendance was reported 
and which may or may not have involved a crime scene investigation. It should also be noted that 
Police Scotland do on occasion close roads for crime scene investigation without notifying Transport 
Scotland. 

Road Year Total Number of 
Incidents 

Involving Closure 

Average 
Closure Time in 
Hours/Minutes 

A9 2012 38 3:17 

2013 47 3:19 

2014 35 3:23 

A85 2012 9 1:47 

2013 11 5:18 

2014 7 1:58 

A90 2012 12 2:04 

2013 20 4:05 

2014 14 4:47 

A92 
(excludes 
Tay Bridge) 

2012 12 2:32 

2013 12 2:17 

2014 18 3:05 

M90 2012 7 2:06 

2013 11 2:16 

2014 3 2:46 

The average closure time does not necessarily reflect how long the police investigation and 
subsequent clear up takes. Some incidents involve detailed complex investigations while others can 
be fairly straightforward. In some cases road closures are maintained overnight to allow a more 
thorough examination in daylight hours. Crime scene investigation does not always relate to road 
traffic collisions. Vehicle recovery and infrastructure repair can also influence closure times. 

The decision by Police Scotland to close a road is never taken lightly and only occurs when the 
incident itself requires closure to manage an ongoing incident, or where there is a need to protect 
those who might already have been injured and the emergency service staff who are dealing with the 
incident. 

The impact on local communities and the wider economy is always at the forefront of investigators' 
minds, but there is a need to ensure that incidents are investigated thoroughly to ensure that families 
of those killed or seriously injured receive the support and information that they deserve and also to 
ensure that any safety issues are identified and addressed. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much a peak 
time single journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, 
(d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) Dundee and (g) Aberdeen (i) cost before the most recent price 
changes and (ii) costs now. 

 (S4W-23972) 

Derek Mackay: The price of a peak time single journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to the above 
named stations before the most recent price changes and now are as follows: 

 



 2014 2015 

Glasgow £3.30 £3.40 

Greenock Central £4.70 £4.80 

Ayr £7.50 £7.70 

Largs £6.90 £7.10 

Edinburgh £15.30 £15.70 

Dundee £34.70 £35.60 

Aberdeen £62.10 £64.00 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much a peak 
time return journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, 
(d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) Dundee and (g) Aberdeen (i) cost before the most recent price 
changes and (ii) costs now. 

 (S4W-23973) 

Derek Mackay: The price of a peak time return journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to the above 
named stations before the most recent price changes and now are as follows: 

 2014 2015 

Glasgow £5.20 £5.30 

Greenock 
Central 

£7.50 £7.70 

Ayr £13.10 £13.40 

Largs £11.40 £11.70 

Edinburgh £29.40 £30.10 

Dundee £55.90 £57.30 

Aberdeen £87.30 £89.50 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much an off-
peak single journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, 
(d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) Dundee and (g) Aberdeen (i) cost before the most recent price 
changes and (ii) costs now. 

 (S4W-23974) 

Derek Mackay: There was no price increase in an off-peak single journey from Paisley Gilmour 
Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, (d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) 
Dundee and (g) Aberdeen. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much an off-
peak return journey from Paisley Gilmour Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, 
(d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) Dundee and (g) Aberdeen (i) cost before the most recent price 
changes and (ii) costs now. 

 (S4W-23975) 

Derek Mackay: There was no price increase in an off-peak return journey from Paisley Gilmour 
Street to (a) Glasgow Central, (b) Greenock Central, (c) Ayr, (d) Largs, (e) Edinburgh Waverley, (f) 
Dundee and (g) Aberdeen. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps are being taken to make lifeline ferry services to island communities more 
robust in winter. 

 (S4W-23989) 



Derek Mackay: Ferry travel has its own distinct challenges, particularly with high winds. The 
adverse weather seen over this winter has affected ferry travel to and from the Scottish mainland to 
many rural and island communities. 

The Scottish Government is committed to maintaining and improving lifeline ferry services that play 
a key role in supporting the economic, social and cultural development of island and remote mainland 
communities. 

The Scottish Government has invested heavily in vessel and infrastructure projects to enhance 
services and improve adverse weather resilience. 

The following table illustrates major investment recently made, and planned to be made, to support 
lifeline ferry services, many of which will make lifeline ferry services to island communities more robust 
in winter. 

Project Description Costs Year 

Tobermory Strengthening of harbour infrastructure £350k 2013-14 

Ullapool Replacement of linkspan, extension of the 
ferry berthing pier and terminal building 

upgrading for passenger access system  

£17 million 2014-15 

Stornoway Pier, terminal and harbour access works £9.6 million 2014-15 

Tarbert Loch 
Fyne  

Berth extension and slipway £950k 2014-15 

Kennacraig New causeway, new marshalling areas 
fendering revetment 

£4 million 2014-15 

Brodick  A new pier, linkspan, passenger access 
system, a new terminal building and other 

shoreside works 

£18 million 2015-16 

    £49.55 
million 

  

Vessels Description Costs Year 

MV Loch 
Seaforth  

Stornoway – Ullapool service £42 million 2014-15 

MV Hallaig  Tarbert – Portavadie service £11 million 2013-14 

MV Lochinvar Skye – Raasay service £11 million 2014-15 

3rd Hybrid Route to be confirmed £12.8 
million 

2015-16 

2 x 100m 
vessels  

Procurement of two new vessels for initial 
deployment on Uig-Lochmaddy-Tarbert 

and Ardrossan-Brodick services 

£90 million 2016-17 

    £166.8 
million 

  

Total   £215.35 
million 

  

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on what progress has been made with the 20 mph speed limit trial on the A7 in 
Langholm. 

 (S4W-24003) 

Derek Mackay: Since announcing the 20 mph pilot in Langholm we have consulted with the local 
authority and wider community. In response to our consultation we have received a wide range of 
views from the local community and we are working with them and the local authority to identify what 
proposals will provide the greatest safety benefits and meet the needs of the community of Langholm. 

A number of surveys are ongoing and will be completed by late February 2015; we will discuss the 
outcomes with the local authority and community thereafter. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body what consideration it has given to 
the exposure of the Scottish Parliamentary Pension Scheme to the so-called carbon bubble risk 



described in Scottish Environment LINK’s report, Scotland and the Carbon Bubble, and whether it is 
confident that the scheme's managers are correctly valuing its investments in oil and gas producers. 
 

(S4W-23915) 
 

John Pentland: The trustees of the Scottish Parliamentary Pension Scheme (SPPS) appointed 
Baillie Gifford as Fund Manager for the scheme and have delegated the responsibility for day to day 
investment management to them. The pension contributions are invested in ‘pooled’ funds (i.e. the 
SPPS is one of a number of investors in the funds) therefore under these arrangements the Scottish 
Parliamentary Pension Scheme does not directly own any stocks and therefore cannot direct 
investments. 

In light of the publication of the Scottish Environment LINK’s report, Scotland and the Carbon 
Bubble, we brought the report to Baillie Gifford’s attention and asked them to comment on it and 
explain their investment strategy in terms of oil and gas producers.  

Baillie Gifford look to the companies they invest in to be flexible and responsive to the global 
economy and emerging environmental and social trends and pressures. They are looking to 
companies with exposure to hydrocarbons to: 

Have targets to reduce their own emissions over the long term (20-30 years); 

Disclose their interaction with policy makers; 

Structure asset portfolios so that they are resilient to a transition to a low carbon economy. 

Baillie Gifford believes there is a strong argument and responsibility for investors to be active in the 

discussion, not by divesting but by being socially and environmentally responsible and looking for a 

global solution, by engaging with regulators, companies (within and outwith the hydrocarbon sector), 

and their clients. 

In terms of the SPPS’ exposure to fossil fuels, the scheme currently has 3.64% exposure to the oil 
and gas industry (globally, via both producers and services companies) through its investment in the 
managed pension fund and 0.16% via the diversified growth fund (so a total exposure of 3.8%). The 
scheme also has about 0.75% exposure to renewables through the diversified growth fund. The 
weighting to oil and gas in the managed pension fund has come down significantly in the last five 
years, from just over 11% to just over 5% today. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-23907 
S4W-23881 
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