
Wednesday 7 January 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the local government finance settlement published on 11 December 
2014 shows the City of Edinburgh Council receiving a lower settlement in 2015-16 than in 2014-15. 

 (S4W-23716) 

John Swinney: The local government finance settlements are distributed on the basis of a formula 
agreed by local government, and the City of Edinburgh Council does, and will continue to, receive its 
fair share. 

The local government finance settlement figures published in Local Government Finance Circular 
9/2014 on 11 December 2014 were provisional with the distribution of a further £402.6 million for 
2015-16, the majority of which is for the council tax reduction scheme, still to be confirmed. The City of 
Edinburgh Council will receive its fair share of this undistributed amount. 

It should be noted that the council’s allocation includes £13.7 million in 2015-16 from the 85 per cent 
funding floor introduced by this government in 2011-12, which is in addition to the funds the council 
would have received through the distribution formula alone. 

 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to tackle xenophobia in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23617) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government launched the One Scotland campaign ‘Scotland believes in 
equality’ in July 2014 to promote equality in Scotland and celebrate Scotland’s diversity. A new phase 
of the campaign was launched on 6 November 2014 with a focus on race and LGBTI equality. The 
race phase of the campaign includes radio and press advertising, partnership work, PR and social 
media to emphasise the contribution that people from minority ethnic communities make to Scotland, 
as well as celebrate the progress Scotland has made in the promotion of equal rights and 
opportunities. The campaign also reflects that, while progress has been made, there is still work to be 
done to ensure equality for all. 

The One Scotland campaign follows our high profile Speak Up Against Hate Crime campaign, which 
was launched in February 2014 to empower victims of and witnesses to hate crime to report all 
incidents to Police Scotland. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Johann Lamont (Glasgow Pollok) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made with the establishment of a Scottish land reform commission. 

 (S4O-03868) 

Aileen McLeod: The current consultation on the future of land reform in Scotland proposes a 
package of measures to further the land reform agenda in Scotland, including the formation of a 
Scottish land reform commission. 

There are questions in the current consultation designed to help develop the structure, role and 
remit of the proposed Scottish land reform commission. We anticipate that the commission could have 
oversight of a number of matters including the promotion of land reform, collecting evidence, carrying 
out studies and monitoring the impact and effect of law, policies and practices on land ownership in 
Scotland. 

We very much look forward to responses to the consultation on all of our proposals for furthering 
land reform in Scotland. 

 

 Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the priorities are for the Rural Affairs, Food and Environment budget in 2015-16. 



 (S4O-03869) 

Aileen McLeod: The First Minister made it clear when publishing the programme for government 
that a radical programme of land reform will be our top priority. Other priorities include implementing 
the new Common Agricultural Policy and Common Fisheries Policy reforms, enhancing Scotland’s 
environment, tackling climate change with initiatives such as encouraging woodland expansion and 
supporting economic growth by investing in the food and drink sector. 

The full budget priorities are set out in the budget document, which was published on 9 October 
2014. 

 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of Scottish quota species are being targeted in line with maximum sustainable yield limits. 

 (S4O-03870) 

Aileen McLeod: Based on the latest scientific advice, 78% of our key Scottish stocks that are 
subject to quota management are being fished sustainably at levels at or below the targets consistent 
with the principles of maximum sustainable yield. 

This figure, based on 18 key Scottish stocks, demonstrates the continuing improvement in our 
fisheries for this important food source and the efforts of our fishermen to progressively develop more 
sustainable fishing methods. 

 

 Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to update the level of support available under the croft house grant scheme and, if so, 
when. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2015 (S4W-23592) 

Richard Lochhead: Public consultation on a review of the croft house grant scheme was launched 
on 6 January 2015. The consultation period will conclude on 31 March 2015 and we would encourage 
as many contributions as possible. 

 

 Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the level of support available under the croft house grant scheme has not increased since 
2005. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2015 (S4W-23593) 

Richard Lochhead: In the years of its operation, this valuable support has helped enable the 
construction of over 900 new croft houses and the improvement of a further 200 existing croft houses. 

The Scottish Government has held informal discussions with a number of crofting stakeholders and 
these have informed the terms of a review of the croft house grant scheme launched on 7 January 
2015. The Scottish Government’s proposals include a significant increase in the level of support to be 
offered. 

Health and Social Care 

 Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the Scottish Ambulance Service not responding to correspondence sent by an MSP on 3 
October, 4 November and 1 December 2014 about patient transport services in the Killin area. 

 (S4W-23681) 

Shona Robison: It is understood that the correspondence referred to was addressed to 23 
Tipperlinn Road, Edinburgh EH10 5UU. The Scottish Ambulance Service relocated to South Gyle 
Square, 1 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9EB on 9 December 2011. Mail was being 
redirected to the new premises up until the end of December 2012. 

I understand the Scottish Ambulance Service have been in touch with your office directly regarding 
this and are in the process of investigating your concerns. They will provide you with a full reply, and I 
have asked to be kept informed of this. 



 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
investigate staffing levels in NHS Lanarkshire's chronic pain services and a reported shortage of 
nurses trained to administer lignocaine infusions. 

 (S4W-23691) 

Maureen Watt: It is a matter for NHS Lanarkshire to plan and deliver services to meet the needs of 
their resident population, including their workforce requirements. 

I am advised that the lignocaine infusion service in NHS Lanarkshire is normally provided by two 
consultants and one nurse. In addition, two physician assistants have been engaged to help provide 
the service. 

The training of nursing staff to support the service in the day unit (and the existing specialist chronic 
pain nurse) is currently taking place. The Scottish Government has also been assured that staffing 
requirements will be considered as part of the board’s full chronic pain service review. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the priorities are for the Minister for Sport, Health Improvement and Mental Health. 

 (S4W-23773) 

Jamie Hepburn: In line with the objectives set out in the programme for government my main 
priority is to work with my ministerial colleagues and their teams across government and with the wider 
public sector and the third sector to tackle inequalities in our society. I will focus my efforts on ensuring 
that the policies under my direction contribute fully to help make Scotland’s communities vibrant, 
thriving and resilient places where people can achieve their full potential, where they can access the 
appropriate level of support and services that help them do this. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the pilot project in England that allowed GPs to prescribe double 
glazing and loft insulation for patients living in cold, damp homes, which reportedly reduced GP and 
outpatient visits by a third. 

 (S4W-23775) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government welcomes any initiative that helps give people 
affordable, warm homes. We are committed to tackling fuel poverty and would encourage anybody in 
Scotland to call the Home Energy Scotland hotline on 0808 808 2282 to get expert impartial advice on 
improving the energy efficiency of their home.  

As the recently published 2014 Progress Report on the Scottish Fuel Poverty Statement highlights, 
we are working with stakeholders to help join up the messaging between the link worker programme 
and the Home Energy Scotland advice and support provision. One of the aims is to raise awareness of 
fuel poverty and the assistance that is available amongst patients and health professionals, including 
link workers. 

Learning and Justice 

 Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it 
is taking to tackle antisocial behaviour. 

 (S4O-03857) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We are continuing to build on our ‘Promoting Positive Outcomes: Working 
Together to Prevent Antisocial Behaviour in Scotland’ strategy which marked a significant shift in our 
commitment to tackling antisocial behaviour. Our strategy places prevention, early intervention and 
diversionary activities at the heart of our work. 

Through our CashBack for Communities initiative we have worked with local partners to reinvest 
more than £74 million from the proceeds of crime back into our local communities – providing over 1.5 
million free, positive and healthy diversionary activities to young people and this is aimed at steering 
them away from antisocial behaviour and crime. 



We will analyse the responses to the recent consultation on the Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) 
Act 2004 and work with stakeholders to take forward any necessary action points later this year. 

 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
spent on (a) preventing and (b) tackling homelessness in prisoners and their families in each of the 
last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 6 January 2015 (S4W-23597) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government is committed to addressing homelessness amongst 
prisoners and their families. All those assessed as unintentionally homeless by local authorities, 
including prisoners upon liberation, are entitled to settled accommodation as a legal right. 

The Scottish Government is prioritising the prevention of homelessness through the funding of five 
regional local authority led Housing Options Hubs. In June 2010 the Scottish Government provided 
£500,000 of 'enabling funding' to the Housing Options Hubs over a 14-month period. This funding 
assisted local authorities to make the changes needed to move towards the housing options approach 
through commissioning research, funding joint training, work shadowing, and sharing practice. Since 
April 2012 the Scottish Government has provided ongoing support funding of £150,000 per annum to 
the hubs to assist with their continuing development, with a commitment to 2015-16. 

The Scottish Government also provides grants for the voluntary sector to work with prisoners 
through the Housing Voluntary Grant Scheme. In 2014-15, £8,000 was made available to a third 
sector organisation to support a prison leaver peer support project for HMP Edinburgh. 

The Scottish Government recognises the particular challenges that may be faced by prisoners and 
their families at risk of homelessness and the support that may be required to help sustain tenancies. 
Local authorities work with prisoners through the housing options approach to homelessness 
prevention which looks at all an individual’s circumstances. Housing options may consider issues of 
particular importance in preventing homelessness amongst prisoners and their families, such as 
employability, the need for mediation, life skills needed to cope in society including basic DIY, cooking, 
shopping and financial capability training. 

 

 Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what role it considers sex worker-led organisations should have in discussions about the (a) 
development and (b) implementation of its policy toward (i) sex work and (ii) tackling violence against 
women. 

 (S4W-23688) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government considers that it is important that those directly 
affected by a policy, and the organisations which represent them, are given an opportunity to 
contribute to its development and implementation. Consultation is an essential and important aspect of 
how the Scottish Government develops policy. 

In general, consultation exercises aim to provide opportunities for all those who wish to express their 
opinions on a proposed area of work to do so in ways which will inform and enhance that work. 

 

 Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether the views of sex workers should be taken into account by the 
organisations that provide services to support them. 

 (S4W-23689) 

Michael Matheson: This is a matter for the organisations in question. However, in general terms, 
the Scottish Government considers that it is important that the views of service users are considered 
by the organisations which provide services and support to them. 

 

 Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Joint Central Committee of the Scottish Police Federation is governed under section 20 of 
the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012. 



 (S4W-23714) 

Michael Matheson: The members of the Joint Central Committee of the Scottish Police Federation 
continue to hold the office of constable under the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 and are 
therefore governed by the Act, including section 20. 

 

 Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the police officers who make up the Joint Central Committee of the Scottish Police Federation 
are subject to rule 13.1.1 of the Police Federation (Scotland) Rules 2013 and, if so, whether this takes 
precedence over section 20 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012. 

 (S4W-23715) 

Michael Matheson: The making of rules under the Police Federation (Scotland) Regulations 2013, 
and the governance and implementation of those rules, is a matter for the Scottish Police Federation. 

The members of the Joint Central Committee of the Scottish Police Federation continue to hold the 
office of constable under the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 and are therefore governed 
by the Act, including section 20. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
ministerial engagements are planned for the (a) Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley and (b) Carrick, 
Cumnock and Doon Valley constituency from 15 December 2014 to 31 March 2015. 

 (S4W-23677) 

John Swinney: Ministers intend to carry out numerous official visits across Scotland in the coming 
months. Local MSPs, including regional list members, are informed in advance of visits by ministers to 
their area. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23605 

 


