
Tuesday 6 January 2015 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
there is a legal reason preventing it from using its budget to ensure that its contractors pay the living 
wage, in a similar process to that employed by Renfrewshire Council. 

Holding answer issued: 5 January 2015 (S4W-23563) 

Marco Biagi: The Scottish Government has made it clear throughout, that any requirement as part 
of a public procurement process or public contract, on contractors to pay their employees a living 
wage set at a higher rate than the UK’s national minimum wage is unlikely to be compatible with EU 
law. However, it is possible to encourage contractors to pay the living wage and the Scottish 
Government has shown leadership by doing just that. We encouraged bidders to offer bids that were 
based on paying their staff the living wage when we recently tendered our catering contract and we 
have worked with our existing cleaning contractor to ensure that its staff who work on our core 
premises will also receive at least the living wage. We are encouraging all public bodies to follow our 
lead. 

The most effective way of ensuring that all workers receive at least the living wage would be for 
responsibility for the legal minimum wage to be devolved to the Scottish Parliament, which is why, 
unlike the Labour Party, this government called on The Smith Commission to recommend devolution 
of the national minimum wage to Scotland. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it 
has made on the development of a financial capability strategy. 

 (S4W-23603) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s approach to financial capability is set out in the revised Child 
Poverty Strategy for Scotland which identified a number of priorities for future work across a variety of 
policy areas and placed a focus on financial capability through the ‘pockets’ outcome. 

The Scottish Government recognise that access to appropriate financial services, information and 
advice can make a significant impact on the material wellbeing of families. The focus on financial 
capability as a means of tackling one of the causes of poverty and deprivation rather than the 
symptoms, underpins the wide range of activity underway. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S4W-15017 and S4W-15018 by Derek 
Mackay on 28 May 2013, what guidance is being given to (a) the planning authorities, (b) the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency and (c) Scottish Natural Heritage regarding planning applications that 
might threaten freshwater pearl mussels. 

 (S4W-23640) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Planning Policy is the Scottish Government’s policy on how nationally important 
land use planning matters should be addressed across the country. As a statement of ministers’ 
priorities, we expect it to carry significant weight in the preparation of development plans and to be a 
material consideration in decisions on planning applications. 

The policy states: The presence (or potential presence) of a legally protected species is an important 
consideration in decisions on planning applications. If there is evidence to suggest that a protected 
species is present on site or may be affected by a proposed development, steps must be taken to 
establish their presence. The level of protection afforded by legislation must be factored into the 
planning and design of the development and any impacts must be fully considered prior to the 
determination of the application. Certain activities – for example those involving European Protected 
Species as specified in the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 and wild birds, 
protected animals and plants under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 – may only be undertaken 
under licence. Following the introduction of the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011, 
Scottish Natural Heritage is now responsible for the majority of wildlife licensing in Scotland. 



Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) guidance referred to in the answer to question S4W-14153 on 1 
May 2013 remains relevant. 

More recently, the Guide to Hydropower Construction Best Practice by SNH, Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency and Scottish Renewables published in October 2014 is also relevant, particularly 
sections 2 and 3:http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1443033.pdf. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which of the key actions and recommendations in the National Review of Town Centres External 
Advisory Group Report it will not adopt and for what reason. 

 (S4W-23672) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government published the Town Centre Action Plan as a direct response to 
the External Advisory Group (EAG) report. The action plan format reflects that of the EAG report 
including the introduction of an underpinning ‘Town Centre First’ principle and it sets out the range of 
cross-government activities under each of the six key themes, which that group established. 

For solutions outlined in the EAG report which are not for central government to undertake directly, 
we continue to invite those in the wider public, private and community sectors to discuss their ideas 
and thoughts on their own contribution in taking forward the plan. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which elected representatives were invited to the first meeting of the Scottish Rural Parliament. 

Holding answer issued: 5 January 2015 (S4W-23568) 

Richard Lochhead: The inaugural Scottish Rural Parliament took place in Oban 6-8 November 
2014 and was attended by over 400 delegates from across rural Scotland. The event was organised 
by Scottish Rural Action, an independent, not-for-profit organisation. 

All political parties represented in the Scottish Parliament were invited to nominate a delegate and 
members of the Scottish Cabinet with a rural portfolio interest were also invited to attend. Additionally 
some elected representatives registered independently as attendees in their capacity as councillors, 
MPs or MSPs. 

Further information relating to the Rural Parliament can either be found on the Rural Parliament 
website: http://www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/ or by contacting Scottish Rural Action. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-18470 by Paul Wheelhouse on 4 December 2013, whether it will provide 
an update on the information regarding mountain hares. 

 (S4W-23615) 

Aileen McLeod: Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the James Hutton Institute and the Game & 
Wildlife Conservation Trust, acting on the advice of several mountain hare experts, have started work 
on field trialling a range of methods of assessing mountain hare numbers, to develop a better 
monitoring strategy and to improve the quality of the information used to assess population status and 
the sustainability of hare management measures. This programme of work is due to be completed in 
2017. 

Until this study is complete, and because of recent concerns about the status of mountain hares, 
SNH has developed a joint position statement on the subject of hare culling following consultation with 
key stakeholders representing moorland managers, namely Scottish Land & Estates and the Game & 
Wildlife Conservation Trust. The statement is evidence-based and argues that large scale culls of 
mountain hares to reduce tick loads, and thus to benefit grouse and other bird survival, are only 
effective when other tick-carrying animals are removed as well, or where they are absent. The 
intention is to work with estates to put in place effective but sustainable management of mountain 
hares. More information about the joint position statement can be found on the SNH website: 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1443033.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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http://snh.presscentre.com/News-Releases/SNH-GWCT-SL-E-position-on-large-scale-culls-of-
mountain-hares-to-reduce-louping-ill-15f.aspx 

In addition, a review of sustainable moorland management is currently being undertaken by a sub-
group of experts from SNH’s Scientific Advisory Committee chaired by Professor Alan Werritty. This 
includes the management of mountain hares as one of a number of issues connected with sustainable 
moorland management practices. This review is due to be completed by March 2015. 

Earlier in 2014, SNH was provided with additional hare count data, collected over many years in 
some cases. These quantitative data are potentially very useful, as previous evidence of local declines 
was largely based on anecdote. This information has been made available to the above SNH Scientific 
Advisory Committee sub-group as part of the review process. 

Health and Social Care 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent requests it 
has received from NHS Lothian for additional funding and what its position is on granting this. 

 (S4W-23578) 

Shona Robison: Officials from The Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorate met 
with the Director of Finance and the Deputy Director of Finance from NHS Lothian on 18 November 
2014. The focus was on NHS Lothian delivering a balanced outturn for 2014-15, with early planning 
for 2015-16 also being discussed. A further meeting is scheduled for 8 January 2015. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with NHS Lothian regarding PFI contracts. 

 (S4W-23579) 

Shona Robison: Scottish Government officials liaise regularly with NHS Lothian on a range of 
financial and performance issues and any issues relating to PFI contracts can be raised and 
discussed through this route. 

Officials also attend the NHS Scotland PPP Joint Board and PPP Practitioners Group, on which 
NHS Lothian are represented, and which provide a forum for the discussion of PFI and other PPP 
arrangements. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with NHS Lothian regarding the closure of hospitals. 

 (S4W-23580) 

Shona Robison: NHS Lothian has not discussed the closure of hospitals with the Scottish 
Government. 

The Scottish Government met with NHS Lothian on 2 October 2014 to carry out the board’s mid-
year review. This included discussion on the NHS Lothian Draft Strategic Plan 2014-2024. Part of the 
strategic planning process is a review of the Board’s estate so that it can best meet the needs of the 
people of Lothian over the next 10 years. Any concrete proposals regarding major changes to patient 
services would be subject to full public engagement in line with CEL(4) 2010. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the cost to NHS Grampian has been of delayed discharges in the Aberdeen City Council area in 
each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-23601) 

Shona Robison: We have estimated the full cost of delayed discharges to the NHS at £150 million. 
We have asked NHS Information Services Division (ISD) to do a more detailed piece of work. 

ISD is now working with NHS boards to develop a costing methodology to apply to this activity and 
we expect that this will be completed, and publicly available from April 2015. 

 

http://snh.presscentre.com/News-Releases/SNH-GWCT-SL-E-position-on-large-scale-culls-of-mountain-hares-to-reduce-louping-ill-15f.aspx
http://snh.presscentre.com/News-Releases/SNH-GWCT-SL-E-position-on-large-scale-culls-of-mountain-hares-to-reduce-louping-ill-15f.aspx


Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the current cost to NHS Grampian is of delayed discharges in the Aberdeen City Council area. 

 (S4W-23602) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23601 on 6 January 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of its international development budget is spent on HIV treatment and education 
programmes. 

 (S4W-23684) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government's international development budget does not provide 
funding for any projects whose sole function is to deliver HIV education/awareness raising. The budget 
does fund projects which contain an element of HIV education/awareness raising as part of their 
overall remit. 

An example is the Karonga Girls and Boys Empowerment Project in Malawi, to which the Scottish 
Government is contributing nearly £400,000. The project addresses issues that can have a wide range 
of negative impacts, including exacerbation of problems related to HIV and AIDS. These include: 
harmful cultural practices; low household income; and increased exposure to HIV. 

Funding for this and other projects is provided for the projects in their entirety and specific amounts 
are not allocated to the HIV education/awareness raising aspects. It is therefore not possible to 
calculate the spend on this element of each project. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the interim results of the PROUD Study's report on pre-exposure prophylaxis. 

 (S4W-23685) 

Maureen Watt: Whilst the interim results of the PROUD study of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) 
are encouraging, we should await the full results before taking any decisions. Once the full results are 
available we will work with the NHS and other interested stakeholders to consider our approach to 
PrEP as part of a package of HIV prevention interventions. Any decisions on PrEP will be informed by 
recommendations from the British HIV Association, British Association for Sexual Health and HIV and 
the UK Expert Advisory Group on AIDS. 

Our current policy on PrEP reflects the joint position statement, issued by British HIV 
Association/British Association for Sexual Health and HIV on pre-exposure prophylaxis in the UK in 
2012 which states that ‘ad hoc prescribing is avoided, and that PrEP is only prescribed in the context 
of a clinical research study in the UK’. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis of pre-exposure prophylaxis will be carried out prior to its refresh of the Sexual Health 
and Blood Borne Virus Framework. 

 (S4W-23686) 

Maureen Watt: Development of the refreshed Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework is 
currently in its early stages and we are consulting with a variety of stakeholders. The refreshed 
framework will be published in summer 2015 but no decisions on any specific recommendations have 
yet been made. 

Any decisions specifically relating to pre-exposure prophylaxis will be based on recommendations 
from the British HIV Association, British Association for Sexual Health and HIV and the UK Expert 
Advisory Group on AIDS. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on pre-exposure prophylaxis being used as a method of HIV prevention. 

 (S4W-23687) 

Maureen Watt: Scottish Government policy reflects the joint position statement, issued by British 
HIV Association/British Association for Sexual Health and HIV, on pre-exposure prophylaxis in the UK. 
This statement recommends that ‘ad hoc prescribing is avoided, and that pre-exposure prophylaxis is 
only prescribed in the context of a clinical research study in the UK’. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
investigate reports of delays at NHS Lanarkshire in lignocaine infusion treatments for patients with 
chronic pain. 

 (S4W-23690) 

Maureen Watt: Scottish Government officials have asked NHS Lanarkshire to investigate these 
reports from patients, identify any chronic pain service sustainability issues and to set out their plans 
for resolving them. The board were also asked to make direct contact with the individual patients who 
had raised concerns. 

The board has subsequently advised that they have been experiencing challenges with their chronic 
pain service and have struggled to meet the standards set out in the Scottish Service Model for 
Chronic Pain. However, they have recently established three additional treatment sessions to address 
the issue of patients experiencing delays in receiving their lignocaine infusions, clearing the immediate 
backlog. 

Further, an internal improvement group has been set up to undertake a fundamental review of the 
chronic pain service. The first scoping meeting took place on 18 December 2014 with the intention to 
invite chronic pain service users to participate in this work going forward. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
patients of NHS Lanarkshire's chronic pain services are dependent on lignocaine infusion treatment 
and what delays there are in receiving this treatment. 

 (S4W-23692) 

Maureen Watt: I have been advised that there are currently 30 patients receiving repeat lignocaine 
treatment in NHS Lanarkshire. 

The board recognises that they have been experiencing challenges with their chronic pain service, 
including the delivery of lignocaine treatment in individual cases. However, they have recently 
established three additional treatment sessions to address the issue of patients experiencing delays in 
receiving their lignocaine infusions, clearing the immediate backlog. 

Further, an internal improvement group has been set up to undertake a fundamental review of the 
chronic pain service. The first scoping meeting took place on 18 December 2014 with the intention to 
invite chronic pain service users to participate in this work going forward. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
complaints of delays during the last three years, what steps NHS Lanarkshire has taken to prevent 
delays in lignocaine infusion treatment at chronic pain clinics. 

 (S4W-23693) 

Maureen Watt: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23690 on 6 January 2015. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
regarding delays at chronic pain clinics for patients receiving lignocaine infusion treatments to relieve 
long-term pain. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-23694) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government expects that all patients have prompt access to the full 
range of services and treatment that they require from NHSScotland. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on its review of spectator safety at motor sport events, which was set 
up following the incidents at the 2014 Jim Clark Rally. 

 (S4W-23695) 

Jamie Hepburn: The review group on motor sport event safety began work in June 2014 following 
the tragic deaths of three people and injuries to several others at the Jim Clark Rally in 2014. A 
spectator had also been killed and another injured at the Highland Snowman Rally the previous year. 

The group was established by the Scottish Government to ‘Examine safety, specifically spectator 
safety, at motor sport events in Scotland and make recommendations to improve safety for future 
events.’ 

The group is chaired by the Scottish Government and has a wide membership including 
representatives of the Motor Sports Association (MSA), Scottish Auto Cycle Union, Police Scotland, 
the Health & Safety Executive and a local authority. The group has been advised by Sir Jackie 
Stewart. 

The group has not considered the particular circumstances of the accidents at the Jim Clark and 
Highland Snowman rallies as these are subject to open investigations by Police Scotland, the Health & 
Safety Executive and the Crown Office. 

The immediate priority was to consider safety at multi-venue stage rallies. This is the main type of 
rally in Scotland and uses linked sections of forest or public road covering many miles. Only two rallies 
in Scotland currently use public roads – the Jim Clark Rally and the Mull Rally. There are a number of 
forest rallies including the nine Scottish Championship events. Interim recommendations were 
announced in October 2014 prior to the Mull Rally. The group has now submitted final 
recommendations on multi-venue stage rallies.  

The group will consider other areas of two, three and four wheeled motor sport early this year. 

I am delighted with this important work by the review group. Key proposals, such as the introduction 
of an MSA licensing scheme and training for marshals, a press accreditation scheme, the liaison 
between rally organisers and Police Scotland at local level and the tightening up of measures such as 
the use of safety plans, spectator safety officers and course cars represents a significant package and 
a step forward in reducing the risks to spectators. 

We want to see motorsports continue in Scotland in as safe a manner as possible so that the many 
people who enjoy this sport can continue to do so. We do not want to deter people from volunteering 
to marshal at rallies – it is clear that the sport will continue to be dependent on the significant input of 
dedicated, enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers. However, we need to ensure that there is an 
appropriate level of regulation by the sport’s governing body, the MSA, of the contribution of those 
volunteers. 

The Scottish Government is fully committed to working with the MSA going forward on the 
transitional and full implementation of the review group’s recommendations in a sensible and 
proportionate way. The Scottish Government is grateful for their co-operation and for the input of the 
Federation Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) to the review.  

I am also very grateful to all members of the group who have delivered these recommendations in a 
very short timescale, reflecting the urgency we attach to improving spectator safety. 

It is highly appropriate that our initiative on spectator safety in Scotland should set a standard that 
can be followed by others given the high level contribution Scotland has made to motorsports 
including our champions across a number of motorsports disciplines such as Sir Jackie Stewart OBE, 
Dario Franchitti, Allan McNish, David Coulthard, Gordon Shedden and, Steve Hislop and, in rallying, 
Colin McRae, his father Jimmy McRae, Robert Reid, Louise Aitken-Walker and David Bogie among 
others. We want to ensure that the sport continues to develop young talent but matched by a 
responsible and forward-thinking approach to spectator safety. 



I expect the work of the group to provide a model that can be further discussed at international level 
with the FIA. 

A short statement from the review group appears below and the full set of recommendations can be 
found on the group’s website:http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Review/motorsport-event-safety-
review. A copy of the document has been placed in SPICe (Bib Number 56519). 

Statement by the review group – Multi-venue stage rallies:“The tragic events at the Jim Clark rally 
last year and the Highland Snowman rally the previous year meant that it was essential to review the 
existing regulation of the sport, particularly regulation by the Governing Body, the Motor Sports 
Association (the MSA). It is vital that we reduce the risks inherent in motorsport as far as we can. The 
Group has fully recognised that spectator safety developments have taken place, led by the MSA and 
the FIA, but considered that further improvement could and should take place. Our final 
recommendations published today build on our interim recommendations and relate to multi-venue 
stage rallies. The group will now consider other areas of motorsport and publish any further 
recommendations. 

Rallying relies absolutely on the contributions of unpaid volunteers working at the sport they love in 
their spare time. We recognise that without those volunteers and their commitment to their sport, 
rallying in Scotland could not continue. Volunteers thrive on a culture that is built on “getting close to 
the action” with marshalling as one of the main routes to getting involved. Key aspects of our final 
recommendations therefore relate to rally marshalling. 

Whilst recognising the importance of the commitment of unpaid volunteers, we also recognise that 
marshalling is a vital aspect of spectator safety that must be better regulated by the sport’s governing 
body. We believe that this can be improved and that it can be achieved in a proportionate and 
sustainable manner. It must include a formal MSA licensing scheme for marshals and mandatory 
basic training that ensures marshals have the right skills to deal with spectator safety issues that may 
arise at an event. 

Media attendance at rallies has also been specifically considered in the context of risk and safety. 
Rally photographers and others covering events have at times been known to take unnecessary risks, 
including standing in areas that they have been asked to avoid. We believe that organisers must apply 
firmer rules to media personnel attending these events, including a means of formal accreditation. 

Spectators and those attending rallies have a responsibility to be aware of and follow advice from 
marshals and others involved in ensuring the safety of the rally. There are times when advice is not 
followed and our report covers how uncooperative spectators should be dealt with including the 
involvement of the police. We accept fully the principle that event organisers remain primarily 
responsible for the safety and security of the event and do not consider it is sustainable that the police 
and other authorities be heavily involved in such events. However, given recent tragic events we 
accept transitional arrangements may have to be put in place to ensure safety and restore public 
confidence. 

Liaison with Police Scotland has been considered and we are grateful for their participation in the 
review. We recommend that rally organisers should engage at a local level with Police Scotland. In 
addition, where following planning and consultation is deemed appropriate, a suitably experienced 
police liaison officer should be located in or in the vicinity of rally control while stages are being run. At 
a national level, Police Scotland has agreed to engage with the Motor Sports Association (MSA) to 
assist in designing appropriate marshal training. 

We have set out further detail on the recommended roles of the Safety Delegate and Spectator 
Safety Officer. 

We have provided further recommendations on communication with and management of spectators 
at rallies. This includes a recommendation that the MSA considers adopting the FIA standards on 
identifying low, medium and high risk areas on rallies with the attendant requirements on identifying 
non-permitted areas. 

We have considered further how marshal numbers are assessed for rallies and recommend a new 
requirement in the governing body regulations that safety plans must stipulate the minimum number of 
both radio marshals and marshals per stage based on an assessment of the risk and that the stage 
cannot run if that number is not available on the day. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Review/motorsport-event-safety-review
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The full set of recommendations represents a coherent package of measures that will improve 
spectator safety at rallies whilst allowing the sport to continue and develop in the future. 

Scotland has a long and illustrious history in motorsport with many competing at the sport at the 
highest levels and involved with the regulation of the sport at UK and FIA level. We have an obligation 
to ensure that, commensurate with our rich contribution to the sport, we take action to ensure that 
Scotland leads the way on spectator safety. We believe that this package of measures will ensure that 
rallying in Scotland provides an example for other countries to follow. The Motorsport Event Safety 
Review Group”. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date the expansion of the child and adolescent mental health services unit in Dundee will be 
complete. 

 (S4W-23774) 

Jamie Hepburn: The expansion of the child and adolescent mental health services inpatient facility 
from 6 to 12 beds at Dudhope house, Dundee is expected to be completed in March 2015, with the 
first patients being admitted in May 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many ex-
offenders have presented as homeless in each of the last five years, broken down by gender, and how 
many were ex-service personnel. 

 (S4W-23598) 

Margaret Burgess: During 2013-14, 2,156 ex-offenders presented as homeless, of which 1,951 
were male and 205 were female. A total of 47 were ex-service personnel. Figures for the last five 
years are shown in the following table: 

 

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Ex-Offenders presenting as homeless 2,438  2,262  2,250  2,226  2,156  

Male 2,246  2,088  2,043  2,009  1,951  

Female 192  174  207  217  205  

Ex-service personnel 50  58  58  58  47  

Not ex-service personnel 2,388  2,204  2,192  2,168  2,109  

Source: Scottish Government HL1 Dataset. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many children 
have been (a) placed in foster care, (b) placed in kinship care and (c) classed as homeless as a result 
of parental imprisonment in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-23599) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not collect data on the sub-reasons for children 
becoming looked after, so it is not possible to provide specific data on the numbers of children being 
placed in kinship and foster care due to parental imprisonment. 

The annual totals of children becoming looked after in foster care and kinship care (some of whom 
may have entered the care system due to parental imprisonment) are presented here: 

 
2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Starting to be looked after in kinship care 850 822 842 967 960 

Starting to be looked after in foster care 1,451 1,261 1,097 1,404 1,421 

All children starting to be looked after 5,201 4,859 4,746 4,811 4,470 

 

The most relevant figures to homelessness available are in the following table, which details the 
number of children in households applying as homeless, where the main applicant had previously 
been in prison: 

 



 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Male Children 69 75 88 94 65 42 

Female Children 69 81 73 85 74 34 

All Children 138 156 161 179 139 76 

It should be noted that the applicant’s earlier imprisonment may only be one of a number of factors 
leading to a homelessness application. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to support the financial capability of young people. 

 (S4W-23604) 

Alasdair Allan: Within Curriculum for Excellence, financial education forms part of a wider focus on 
numeracy. All teachers have responsibility for developing young people’s numeracy skills in all areas 
and levels of the curriculum. Financial education helps young people develop money management 
skills, budgeting and understanding of credit and debt. Expected outcomes include the development of 
skills to assess and evaluate financial risk, and gauge the impact of financial decision making. 

Education Scotland facilitates the Scottish Financial Education Forum. The forum comprises 
representatives from the financial services sector in Scotland, the Scottish Government and its 
agencies, local authorities, the credit union movement and the voluntary sector. It aims to build 
capacity, develop professional competence and support the financial capability of young people. In 
addition, Education Scotland produce learning and teaching resources, in the form of case study and 
other materials aimed at stimulating classroom discussion about ‘real life’ issues such as debt, money 
management and responsible financial behaviour. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering a newbuild film/TV studio or expanding existing facilities. 

Holding answer issued: 19 December 2014 (S4W-23544) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government, in partnership with Creative Scotland and Scottish 
Enterprise, is committed to taking whatever action is possible to provide support to Scotland’s screen 
sector. This includes a rigorous and detailed approach to exploring any options that help to improve 
and enhance Scotland’s offer in terms of studio facilities. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the process 
is for deciding the location of a film/TV studio. 

Holding answer issued: 19 December 2014 (S4W-23547) 

Fiona Hyslop: The process involves assessing what private sector opportunities are available and 
what if any public support might be required. Creative Scotland and Scottish Enterprise will make 
recommendations to Scottish Ministers; any investment of public funding to support studio 
infrastructure developments must meet EU state aid rules. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many loans it has provided from its £2 million loan fund to assist the film 
and television production sector. 

 (S4W-23594) 

Fiona Hyslop: The £2 million loan for studio development remains available and has not yet been 
utilised. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how 
many bicycles and what (b) cycling training it provides for (i) ministers and (ii) its staff.  

 



 (S4W-23663) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government runs a salary sacrifice scheme for staff to purchase bikes 
to commute to work. We also offer bicycle maintenance appointments free of charge to staff in our 
main buildings twice a year. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the level of active travel carried out by its staff when travelling to and from work. 

 (S4W-23666) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government carried out a staff travel survey in 2012. The survey 
results can be viewed online: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/01/2595 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-23546 by Fiona Hyslop on 17 December 2014, how much financial support it 
will provide for the establishment of a film/TV studio. 

 (S4W-23724) 

Fiona Hyslop: I refer you back to the answer to PQ S4W-23546 supplied on 17 December 2014. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-23583 
S4W-23585 
S4W-23587 
S4W-23591 
S4W-23592 
S4W-23593 
S4W-23595 
S4W-23596 
S4W-23597 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/01/2595

