
Wednesday 17 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Graeme Dey (Angus South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making in promoting business tourism. 

 (S4O-03839) 

Fergus Ewing: VisitScotland estimate that the expected gross value added impact of events 
attracted through the Business Tourism Unit support since May 2012 is £73 million, supporting 1,330 
full time equivalent jobs. 

The Scottish Government launched the Conference Bid Fund in 2012 which provided £2 million in 
match-funding, over three years, to attract conferences to Scotland.  

By the end of October 2014, the Conference Bid Fund had helped secure 72 conferences – an 
expected 84,000 delegates with an estimated gross delegate spend of £143 million by 2021. Based on 
pending bids VisitScotland, which administers the fund, is forecasting that just over £2 million match 
funding will deliver an estimated gross delegate spend of over £200 million by 2024. 

We have now secured funding for a new Conference Bid Fund for 2015-16, ensuring a further £1 
million of new money will be available to provide match-funding to continue to attract conferences to 
Scotland. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the next Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin will be published and whether it will contain 
updated illustrative projections for Scottish North Sea tax receipts. 

 (S4W-23516) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to publishing analysis on the oil and gas 
sector and its contribution to the Scottish economy. Officials are currently considering options to 
provide full and comprehensive coverage of the sector for users. 

Learning and Justice 

 John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the people appointed named persons under the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014 are in place and, if so, whether it will provide a breakdown by gender. 

 (S4W-23508) 

Aileen Campbell: The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act places a duty on the local 
authority and health board to make available the named person service to all children from birth up to 
18 or school leaving age (whichever is later). The named person statutory requirement is scheduled 
for implementation in August 2016, and we are working with stakeholders towards that date. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what budget is 
available for the establishment of a film/TV studio. 

 (S4W-23546) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government and its partners, Scottish Enterprise and Creative 
Scotland, have already stated that we are able to provide support for the establishment of a film studio 
in Scotland. Any opportunities for doing so would need to be considered on a case-by-case basis and 
ensure that the relevant EU state aid rules are adhered to. 

 


