
Tuesday 2 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will announce the funding for the Support and Connect Fund for 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23267) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for the Big Lottery Fund. The information requested is not held centrally. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many air quality management areas there are in the Falkirk Council area and where they are. 

 (S4W-23395) 

Aileen McLeod: There are four air quality management areas in the Falkirk Council area: 

Location Pollutants Description 

Grangemouth  Sulphur dioxide An area encompassing Grangemouth petrochemical 
complex and adjacent areas. 

Haggs Nitrogen dioxide An area encompassing parts of Banknock and Haggs 
around the junction of the A803 and M80. 

Falkirk  Nitrogen dioxide, 
particulate matter 

An area encompassing part of Falkirk town centre. 

Banknock  Particulate matter An area to the west of Banknock. 

 
Further information on these air quality management areas, and on air quality in general, can be 

found on the Scottish air quality website: www.scottishairquality.co.uk 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation's recent report that recommends 
offering the human papillomavirus vaccine at sexual health clinics to men who have sex with men, 
whether it will introduce such a programme and, if so, when this will begin, whether it will be 
accompanied with a public awareness campaign and what schedule of vaccinations will be required. 

 (S4W-23201) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government welcomes the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation’s (JCVI) consultation on its interim findings in relation to human papillomavirus 
vaccination for men who have sex with men. These JCVI findings are interim only at this stage. The 
Scottish Government will carefully consider the final advice from the JCVI once this is available, 
following the committee’s consultation. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its consideration of plain packaging for tobacco includes the cigarette wrappers. 

 (S4W-23202) 

Maureen Watt: Yes I can confirm that the provisions set out in Part 5 of the UK Children and 
Families Act 2014 refers to the regulation of retail packaging etc. of tobacco products including 
cigarette wrappers. This includes the definition of packaging in subsection 15: “packaging”, in relation 
to a tobacco product, means— 
(a) the external packaging of that product, 
(b) any internal packaging of that product, 
(c) any wrapper of that product, or 
(d) any other material attached to or included with that product or anything within paragraphs (a) to (c). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the new drug and alcohol information system (DAISy) will replace all existing systems 

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/


including (a) SMR 25a, (b) waiting time data collection and (c) data entry on individual NHS board 
patient recording systems. 

 (S4W-23211) 

Maureen Watt: The Drug and Alcohol Information System (DAISy) will replace two existing data 
collection systems: (a) the Scottish Drug Misuse Database (SDMD) that collects SMR25a/b and (b) 
the Drug and Alcohol Treatment Waiting Times database. It will also gather information on alcohol 
treatment and outcomes which is not currently collected. 

DAISy will be made available to all Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) and specialist services to 
facilitate data collection. It is not expected to replace all local systems in use by ADPs and services. A 
facility will be provided where data can be uploaded from these local systems to DAISy to prevent 
double data entry. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the report in The Sunday Post on 2 November 2014 that 900 NHS employees 
have been accused of breaching the Data Protection Act 1998 and what information it has on how 
many cases have subsequently been reported to the Scottish Information Commissioner. 

 (S4W-23217) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government’s position is that any security incident in NHSScotland 
that leads to breach of patient confidentiality is unacceptable. But it must be stressed that the vast 
majority of information security incidents reported internally by boards are at the negligible or minor 
end of the spectrum. These all require investigation and action such as changes in process, advice 
and/or discipline of staff, but do not necessarily lead to any impact on patient confidentiality. For this 
reason the high number of cases reported in The Sunday Post would bear no relation to the number of 
cases that actually require reporting by boards to the Scottish Information Commissioner. The Scottish 
Government does not hold statistics on cases reported directly by health boards to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office, but since August 2014 has introduced a new approach to categorising 
incidents, and has started to record figures and details on significant information security incidents (the 
figure is 1 for the period August 2014 to present). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will provide a substantive reply to the letter from Roger Livermore of 14 September 2014 
regarding health and safety legislation in the NHS, which was acknowledged on 17 September. 

 (S4W-23219) 

Shona Robison: Roger Livermore has written to the Scottish Government several times regarding 
health and safety legislation in NHSScotland. 

He has received five substantive replies and three more informing him that the Scottish Government 
had nothing further to add to previous responses. 

Mr Livermore did not raise any new points in his letter of 14 September 2014 and a reply was sent to 
him informing him that any future correspondence sent on the same subject would be put on file with 
no response being issued. 

If he raises new points, a substantive reply will be sent. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will update the cost of cancer in Scotland from the 2003 analysis on the Information Services 
Division website. 

 (S4W-23220) 

Shona Robison: In April 2012, the Scottish Government published a methodology paper describing 
the pilot application of Programme Budgeting and Marginal Analysis in Scotland, using 2007-08 data. 
Section 4.2 of this document contains information on the estimated costs of cancer services. We are 
hoping to publish updated programme budgeting analysis, based on 2011-12 data, in 2015. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/04/8235


 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it cost for (a) paracetamol and (b) aspirin to be prescribed by (i) GPs and (ii) the minor 
ailment service in 2013-14 and what the estimated cost is for 2014-15, also broken down by the 
average cost per prescription. 

 (S4W-23223) 

Shona Robison: The 2013-14 gross ingredient cost (GIC) of paracetamol and aspirin (i) dispensed 
in the community and (ii) dispensed through the minor ailment service is published on the National 
Services Scotland Information Services Division website at: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-
24/PCA_2014.xls?82035012 and: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-
24/MAS_Treatments_2014.xls?68869579 

The data cannot be disaggregated to show items prescribed by GPs alone. The GIC data for the 
minor ailment service is a subset of the total cost of items dispensed in the community. 

Information on the estimated cost for 2014-15 is not available. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent surveys have been carried out of patients' views of hospital food and whether these are 
publicly available. 

 (S4W-23232) 

Shona Robison: All NHS boards carry out an annual survey of patient satisfaction with hospital 
food. The results are collated by Health Facilities Scotland (HFS) to provide a view for NHSScotland. 
The most recent results were collated in November 2014. 

Results of the patient satisfaction surveys are not published, but where low or falling scores are 
registered, HFS develop an improvement plan with the board in order to raise patient satisfaction. As 
part of the hospital food and nutrition improvement measures announced last month, the Scottish 
Government will be reviewing inspection and public reporting on the quality of food, including 
considering how patients’ views are best reflected and reported. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support with mobility it provides to people with cerebral palsy who are over 
50. 

 (S4W-23408) 

Maureen Watt: Cerebral palsy is a condition where birth injury results in damage to the brain 
leading to impairment of movement in the limbs, sometimes problems with speech and language, and 
sometimes associated learning difficulties which may impact on daily activities and independence. 
These can persist into adulthood, and may require ongoing help with physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy, and where appropriate help with benefits and social support. 

Physiotherapy can offer assessment and advice which may be followed by treatment and/or 
equipment provision, however it is for local NHS boards to determine the level of service they provide 
based on local priorities and clinical need. 

Services for adults with cerebral palsy fall within core local authority social work service functions 
generally supported by the Scottish Government. Access to services is based on an individual 
assessment of need. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to establish a clinical pathway for adults with cerebral 
palsy. 

 (S4W-23409) 

https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-24/PCA_2014.xls?82035012
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-24/PCA_2014.xls?82035012
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-24/MAS_Treatments_2014.xls?68869579
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/2014-06-24/MAS_Treatments_2014.xls?68869579


Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government funds the National Neurological Advisory Group (NNAG), 
whose aim is to improve the patient journey from the point of referral into the service, and to ensure 
that every patient with a neurological disorder such as cerebral palsy experiences a quality of care that 
gives confidence to the patient, clinician and carer. 

The NNAG is currently looking at pathways across neurological conditions with a view to publishing 
a library of good practice pathways that can be adapted to meet the needs of individual boards. 

Learning and Justice 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its target for two hours of physical education for every school class will be achieved by the 
end of 2014. 

 (S4W-23218) 

Alasdair Allan: The 2014 Healthy Living Survey, published in June 2014, shows 96% of schools are 
delivering at least two hours physical education in primary schools and at least two periods in 
secondary schools, in S1-S4. With the new school term having started in August 2014 that figure is 
expected to increase to 98%, which demonstrates remarkable progress since 2004-05 when less than 
10% of schools were meeting this target. 

Education Scotland continue to work with local authorities and schools to make progress towards 
meeting the target. Physical education statistics for the 2015 Healthy Living Survey will be collected in 
February and published in June 2015. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it has provided to Playwrights’ Studio, Scotland in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-23277) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has provided no funding to Playwrights’ Studio, Scotland 
over the last three years. 

Scottish Government funding for the arts is routed through Creative Scotland, Scotland’s public body 
that supports the arts, screen and creative industries across all parts of Scotland. 

Creative Scotland has provided the following funding to Playwrights’ Studio, Scotland over the last 
three years: 

Financial 
Year 

Creative 
Scotland Award 
to Playwrights’ 

Studio, Scotland 

2011-12 £9,600  

2012-13  £138,750 

2013-14  £148,250  

2014-15  £158,768 

 

Transport Scotland 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the dualling of the A96 will begin. 

(S4W-23263) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is committed to completing the dualling of the A96 between 
Inverness and Aberdeen by 2030 through a phased programme of schemes from 2017 onwards. 

The preferred option for the 30km A96 Dualling Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn Bypass) scheme 
was announced on 3 October 2014. The Scottish Government will appoint a design consultant early 
next year to take forward the design, assessment and promotion of the preferred option for the 
scheme with a view to publishing draft Orders and environmental statement in 2016 for formal public 
comment and feedback. Progress thereafter will depend on the nature and level of objections received 
to the published draft Orders. 



 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-23212 
S4W-23215 
S4W-23233 
S4W-23235 
S4W-23237 


